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expansion noun

ex·​pan·​sion  ik-ˈspan(t)-shən 

Synonyms of expansion

increase boost addition

gain

Simple Definition

1 : EXPANSE

2 : the act or process of expanding

territorial expansion

economic expansion

expansion of the universe

3 : the quality or state of being expanded

4 : the increase in volume of working fluid (such as steam) in an
engine cylinder after cutoff or in an internal combustion engine
after explosion

5 a : an expanded part

b : something that results from an act of expanding

The book is an expansion of a lecture series.

6 : the result of carrying out an indicated mathematical operation :
the expression of a function in the form of a series

expansional ik-ˈspan(t)-sh(ə-)nəl   adjective

Synonyms of expansion
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gain

Recent Examples on the Web

Examples are automatically compiled from online sources to show current
usage. Read More

See All Example Sentences for expansion

First Known Use

See All Synonyms & Antonyms in Thesaurus

Examples of expansion in a Sentence

The league is undergoing expansion.

the expansion of a lecture series into a book

This book is an expansion of a lecture series.

Sports features prominently across day one, with JioStar sports
and live experiences CEO Ishan Chatterjee examining sport as a
platform for fandom, AI and commerce, followed by ICC CEO
Sanjog Gupta on cricket’s global expansion and La Liga president
Javier Tebas on fan engagement and enforcement.

Naman Ramachandran, Variety, 16 June 2026

When announcing its Ohio manufacturing expansion, Joby
explicitly invoked the Wright brothers' legacy in Dayton.

Randy Tucker, USA Today, 15 June 2026

Congolese health authorities have previously said contact tracing
has been hampered by community resistance in some areas and
by the rapid expansion of the outbreak into new health zones,
increasing the workload for surveillance teams.

ABC News, 15 June 2026

Much of this growth has been driven by its global expansion.

Beatrice Nolan, Fortune, 15 June 2026
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1611, in the meaning defined at sense 1

Time Traveler

The first known use of expansion was in 1611

See more words from the same year

expansion card expansion slot

mansion scansion

See All Rhymes for expansion

expansile expansion expansional

See All Nearby Words

Style MLA

Phrases Containing expansion

Rhymes for expansion

Browse Nearby Words

Cite this Entry

“Expansion.” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-Webs

Definition Synonyms Example Sentences Word History Phrases Containing Rhymes Entries Near Show Mo

EXPANSION Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/expansion 3/6

https://www.merriam-webster.com/time-traveler/1611?src=defrecirc-timetraveler-etycard
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/expansion%20card
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/expansion%20slot
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/mansion
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/scansion
https://www.merriam-webster.com/rhymes/perfect/expansion
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/expansile
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/expansional
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/e/34
https://www.merriam-webster.com/


expansion noun
ex·​pan·​sion  ik-ˈspan-chən 

expansion noun
ex·​pan·​sion  ik-ˈspan-chən 

Nglish: Translation of expansion for Spanish Speakers

Last Updated: 16 Jun 2026 - Updated example sentences

Love words? Need even more definitions?
Subscribe to America's largest dictionary and get thousands more

ter, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/expansio
n. Accessed 22 Jun. 2026.

Copy Citation

Kids Definition

1 : the act of expanding

2 : the state of being expanded

3 : something expanded or a result of expanding

4 : the result of carrying out indicated mathematical operations

the expansion of (a + b)  is a  + 2ab + b2 2 2

Medical Definition

1 : the act or process of expanding

2 : the quality or state of being expanded
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