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predator noun

pred-a-tor | ‘pre-de-ter=) - tor w)
Synonyms of predator >

1 :anorganism that primarily obtains food by the killing and consuming of other
organisms : an organism that lives by predation
The threadworm is a tiny nematode; its manifold kin include human parasites

such as the hookworm, although the lab species is no parasite but an abundant,
free-living predator of soil bacteria.

Eleanor E. MacCoby

In a new environment, with no predators, an exotic plant can theoretically run riot.

especially : an animal that preys on other animals

With no large predators around, the koala rarely meets a violent end.
Denis Gray

The picture that emerges from my research in a near-wilderness environment is
that of the red fox as a specialized predator of small prey (insects, songbirds, small

rodents, rabbits), with highly evolved and intriguing adaptations for this type of
hunting ...

J. David Henry o

Some spiders and caterpillars mimic bird droppings—=z
deterring avian predators.

James Martin

2 :one who injures or exploits others for personal gain or profit

Businessmen, he believed, were often predators ...
Nathan Glick
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Relevance
vampire shark
vulture wolf
[ See All Synonyms & Antonyms in Thesaurus }

predators like bears and wolves
The population of rabbits is controlled by natural predators.

a corporate predator acquiring business rivals

Recent Examples on the Web

® Examples are automatically compiled from online sources to st

Scarecrows, reflective streamers, predator decoys, strobe
balloons with eye patterns all serve this function.

Gemma Johnstone, The Spruce, 24 May 2026

Cubs who become lost from their mothers can fall victim to vehicle collisions or

2 0f 9


https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/vampire
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/vampire
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/vampire
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/shark
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/shark
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/shark
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/vulture
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/vulture
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/vulture
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/wolf
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/wolf
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/wolf
https://www.merriam-webster.com/thesaurus/predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator#
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator#
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/sexual%20predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/sexual%20predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/sexual%20predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/thesaurus/predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/thesaurus/predator
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

PREDATOR Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator

predator

Dictionary Thesaurus

MPUISTUYy“U 1 VD U ST ol v e v,

Susan Shelley, Oc Register, 23 May 2026

Reindeer may even use it to track predators across Arctic snow.
Scott Travers, Forbes.com, 23 May 2026

See All Example Sentences for predator

First Known Use

1581, in the meaning defined at sense 2

Time Traveler

The first known use of predator was in 1581

See more words from the same year

sexual predator

30f9


https://www.merriam-webster.com/sentences/predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/sentences/predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/sentences/predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/sentences/predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/sentences/predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator#h1
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator#h1
https://www.merriam-webster.com/time-traveler/1581?src=defrecirc-timetraveler-etycard
https://www.merriam-webster.com/time-traveler/1581?src=defrecirc-timetraveler-etycard
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/sexual%20predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/sexual%20predator
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

PREDATOR Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator

predator
Dictionary Thesaurus
coeditor
See All Rhymes for predator
predative predator predatorial
See All Nearby Words
Style MLA
“Predator.” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-V (s

w.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator. Accesse:

(©)Copy Citation

4 of 9


https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/creditor
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/creditor
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/editor
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/editor
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/coeditor
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/coeditor
https://www.merriam-webster.com/rhymes/perfect/predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/rhymes/perfect/predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/rhymes/perfect/predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/rhymes/perfect/predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/rhymes/perfect/predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predative
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predative
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predatorial
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predatorial
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/p/72
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/p/72
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/p/72
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

PREDATOR Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator

predator

Dictionary Thesaurus

« dlil Adlllllial thidal UJLallis 1VVUU 11TUDLY VY NIHNEG allu Salll iy vLicE arniriais

Nglish: Translation of predator for Spanish Speakers

Last Updated: 25 May 2026 - Updated example sentences

Love words? Need even more definitions?
Subscribe to America's largest dictionary and get thousands more definitions and

advanced search—ad free!

MERRIAM-WEBSTER UNABRIDGED

50f9


https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator?pronunciation&lang=en_us&dir=p&file=predat09
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator?pronunciation&lang=en_us&dir=p&file=predat09
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator?pronunciation&lang=en_us&dir=p&file=predat03
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator?pronunciation&lang=en_us&dir=p&file=predat03
http://www.nglish.com/spanish/predator
http://www.nglish.com/spanish/predator
http://www.nglish.com/spanish/predator
http://www.nglish.com/spanish/predator
http://www.nglish.com/spanish/predator
https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/check-redirect-premium?utm_source=mw&utm_medium=inline-def&utm_campaign=evergreen&headword=predator
https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/check-redirect-premium?utm_source=mw&utm_medium=inline-def&utm_campaign=evergreen&headword=predator
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator?pronunciation&lang=en_us&dir=p&file=predat09
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator?pronunciation&lang=en_us&dir=p&file=predat03
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

PREDATOR Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator

predator

Dictionary Thesaurus

Top Lookups

Next refresh: 28

1 agathokakological
Orcinus

injustice

fascism
gaslighting

oligarchy

N SN V1 R W

Montpelier

Y
\Webster )
\_“

WORD OF THE DAY

Gordian knot Q@

See Definitions and Examples »

Get Word of the Day daily email!

Your email addre SUBSCRIBE (Ad]

6 of 9


https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/mondegreens-eggcorns-malapropisms-spoonerism-freudian-slip
https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/mondegreens-eggcorns-malapropisms-spoonerism-freudian-slip
https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/mondegreens-eggcorns-malapropisms-spoonerism-freudian-slip
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator?pronunciation&lang=en_us&dir=g&file=gordia01
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator?pronunciation&lang=en_us&dir=g&file=gordia01
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator?pronunciation&lang=en_us&dir=g&file=gordia01
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator?pronunciation&lang=en_us&dir=g&file=gordia01
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator?pronunciation&lang=en_us&dir=g&file=gordia01
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator?pronunciation&lang=en_us&dir=g&file=gordia01
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day
https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/mondegreens-eggcorns-malapropisms-spoonerism-freudian-slip
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

PREDATOR Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator

predator
Dictionary Thesaurus
Where does 'curiosity killed the cat’' come from?
Quordle Blossom
Can you solve 4 words at once? Pick the best words!
Play Play
Ad]

7 of 9


https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/mondegreens-eggcorns-malapropisms-spoonerism-freudian-slip
https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/mondegreens-eggcorns-malapropisms-spoonerism-freudian-slip
https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/mondegreens-eggcorns-malapropisms-spoonerism-freudian-slip
https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/mondegreens-eggcorns-malapropisms-spoonerism-freudian-slip
https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/mondegreens-eggcorns-malapropisms-spoonerism-freudian-slip
https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/mondegreens-eggcorns-malapropisms-spoonerism-freudian-slip
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/top-10-strange-words-for-body-functions
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/top-10-strange-words-for-body-functions
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/top-10-strange-words-for-body-functions
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/top-10-strange-words-for-body-functions
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/top-10-strange-words-for-body-functions
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/top-10-strange-words-for-body-functions
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/where-does-curiosity-killed-the-cat-come-from
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/where-does-curiosity-killed-the-cat-come-from
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/where-does-curiosity-killed-the-cat-come-from
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/where-does-curiosity-killed-the-cat-come-from
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/where-does-curiosity-killed-the-cat-come-from
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/where-does-curiosity-killed-the-cat-come-from
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/quordle/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/quordle/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/quordle/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/blossom-word-game
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/blossom-word-game
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/blossom-word-game
https://www.merriam-webster.com/grammar/mondegreens-eggcorns-malapropisms-spoonerism-freudian-slip
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/top-10-strange-words-for-body-functions
https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/where-does-curiosity-killed-the-cat-come-from
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/quordle/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/blossom-word-game
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/quordle/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/quordle/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/quordle/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/quordle/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/quordle/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/quordle/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/blossom-word-game
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/blossom-word-game
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/blossom-word-game
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/blossom-word-game
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/blossom-word-game
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/blossom-word-game
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

PREDATOR Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator

predator
Dictionary Thesaurus
The Missing Lelter Missing Link Quiz May 2026
A daily crossword with a twist Five seconds to figure out the word

that fits bot...
Play

Take the quiz

See All

Learn a new word every day. Delivered to your inbox!

Your email address

Help | About Us | Advertising Info | Contact Us | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use

8 0of 9


https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-letter
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-letter
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-letter
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-link-4
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-link-4
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-link-4
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-link-4
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games
https://www.merriam-webster.com/help
https://www.merriam-webster.com/help
https://www.merriam-webster.com/help
https://www.merriam-webster.com/about-us
https://www.merriam-webster.com/about-us
https://www.merriam-webster.com/about-us
https://corporate.britannica.com/advertise-with-us
https://corporate.britannica.com/advertise-with-us
https://corporate.britannica.com/advertise-with-us
https://www.merriam-webster.com/contact-us
https://www.merriam-webster.com/contact-us
https://www.merriam-webster.com/contact-us
https://www.merriam-webster.com/privacy-policy
https://www.merriam-webster.com/privacy-policy
https://www.merriam-webster.com/privacy-policy
https://www.merriam-webster.com/terms-of-use
https://www.merriam-webster.com/terms-of-use
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-letter
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-link-4
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-letter
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-letter
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-letter
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-letter
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-letter
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-letter
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-link-4
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-link-4
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-link-4
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-link-4
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-link-4
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-link-4
https://www.merriam-webster.com/games/missing-link-4
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

PREDATOR Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/predator

predator

Dictionary Thesaurus

9 0f9


javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);



