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Executive Summary and Origin 
To comply with new requirements for granting a nonminor dependent’s request to change 
residence to another county under Assembly Bill 890 (Lee; Stats. 2025, ch. 281), the Family and 
Juvenile Law Advisory Committee proposes amending one rule of court, adopting one Judicial 
Council form, and revising two Judicial Council forms. 

Background 
Before Assembly Bill 890 was enacted, nonminor dependents 1  could only change their legal 
residence to a new county after the court found that the nonminor dependent had been living in 
the new county continuously for one year as a nonminor dependent and that they expressed an 
intent to stay in that county. Assembly Bill 890 amended Welfare and Institutions Code section 

1  A nonminor dependent is a foster child, who is a current dependent child or ward of the juvenile court, or who is a 
nonminor under the transition jurisdiction of the juvenile court, who is between 18 and 21 years old, in foster care 
under the placement and care responsibility of the county welfare department, county probation department, or an 
Indian tribe, and is participating in a transitional independent living case plan. (Welf. & Inst. Code, § 11400(v).)  
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375 2  to allow a nonminor dependent to change their county of residence, and transfer jurisdiction 
of their case to the county if such transfer is requested and the court finds that the transfer is in 
the best interest of the nonminor dependent. Section 375 specifies what the court must consider 
in making its determination, including (1) whether the transfer would enhance the nonminor 
dependent’s access to services; (2) the opinion of the social worker or a tribal social worker and, 
if applicable, the probation officer; (3) whether the nonminor dependent would qualify as a 
resident of the new county under specified code sections; (4) whether the nonminor dependent 
has established significant connections to the new county through employment or independent 
contracting, enrollment in an educational or vocational program, obtaining housing, or 
establishing family or other supportive connections, including relationships that provide 
emotional or social support to the nonminor dependent; and (5) whether the nonminor dependent 
is involved in a separate dependency case as a parent in the new county. 

The Proposal 

California Rules of Court, rule 5.613 
The Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee proposes amending rule 5.613 to: 

• Allow a nonminor dependent to request transfer not only based on residence but on a 
request under section 375(b)(1)(A)(ii). 

• Add determination of court with jurisdiction to the title of (b)(1) so the title reflects that 
the paragraph also applies to requests not based on residence.  

• Add language to (b)(3) and (b)(4) to specify the type of request the paragraph governs.  

• Add the new requirement in section 375(b)(1)(B)(ii) that the court issue the order within 
30 court days of the request. 

• Add the new requirement from section 375(b)(1)(B)(iii) that the receiving court is 
deemed to have jurisdiction over the nonminor dependent within 10 calendar days of the 
issuance of the order. 

• Remove the requirement that the request be filed under rule 5.570 since that rule governs 
requests to change court orders under section 388 and instead require a request to 
transfer be made on the newly proposed Request for Transfer of County for Nonminor 
Dependent (form JV-549). 

• Remove the requirement in (b)(4) and (b)(6) that the court find that transfer is in the best 
interest of the nonminor dependent when the request is based on physical presence 
because section 17.1 does not require a finding that transfer is in the nonminor 
dependent’s best interest. 

 
2  All further statutory references are to the Welfare and Institutions Code unless otherwise noted.  
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• Make other minor nonsubstantive amendments to conform to Judicial Council style, 
including removing gendered language. 

Request for Transfer of County for Nonminor Dependent (form JV-549) 
The committee proposes creating a new mandatory form (JV-549) to request a transfer to a 
different county for a nonminor dependent. This new form would streamline the request process 
and court review of the request. The committee proposes making this new form mandatory to 
ensure consistency when transferring a nonminor dependent’s care and placement between 
counties.  

Motion for Transfer Out (form JV-548) 
Form JV-548 is used to ask the court to transfer the child’s case to another county. The 
committee proposes revising this form as follows: 

• Make the request item at the top of the form easier to understand, and number it as item 
1 so it is clear that the request is part of the motion; 

• Rewrite and restructure items 4, 6, 7b, 7d, and 7k on the revised form to make them 
easier to understand;  

• Remove references to nonminor dependents from items 2a and 4a, as new form JV-549 
is to be used for requesting transfers involving such individuals; and 

• At page 4 of the form, in the proof of service, at items 2 and 3 change “Mother” and 
“Father” to “Parent,” which is gender neutral. 

The committee proposes retaining the references to “nonminor” on this form, as they could be 
subject to the jurisdiction of the juvenile court but not be nonminor dependents. 3 

Juvenile Court Transfer of County Order for Nonminor Dependent (form JV-552) 
Form JV-552 states the court’s orders about transferring a nonminor dependent’s case to another 
county. The committee proposes revising this form as follows: 

• Rename the form from Juvenile Court Transfer-Out Orders—Nonminor Dependent to 
Juvenile Court Transfer of County Order for Nonminor Dependent to make the title 
easier to understand; 

• Add heading “Hearing Information” to item 1 and move all the existing information 
about the hearing to item 1; 

 
3  Rule 5.502(25) defines “nonminor” as a youth at least 18 years of age and not yet 21 years of age who remains 
subject to the court’s dependency, delinquency, or general jurisdiction under section 303 but is not a “nonminor 
dependent.” 
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• Add county counsel and guardian ad litem to the choices of persons present at the hearing 
in item 1c; 

• Remove the “Language” box from the header of the form and add a check box to the 
hearing date box in item 2 to allow the form to indicate if an interpreter is needed, and if 
so, for what language; 

• Rewrite item 2e to make it easier to understand; 

• Add the heading “Court Findings and Orders” to item 3; and 

• Add the option to deem the nonminor dependent’s county of residence as the county the 
nonminor is residing in when the court resumed dependency jurisdiction or assumed or 
resumed transition jurisdiction. 4 

Alternatives Considered 
The committee considered proposing revisions to Motion for Transfer Out (form JV-548) to 
comply with the requirements in AB 890. That form currently is used for a motion to transfer 
made by a parent or nonminor. The committee reviewed a version of that form with additions 
required by AB 890 but found the form confusing and difficult to follow and fill out. To reduce 
confusion, the committee concluded that removing the references to nonminor dependents from 
that form and creating a stand-alone form for use specifically for nonminor dependents was the 
better approach. The committee is therefore proposing a new form, Request for Transfer of 
County for Nonminor Dependent (form JV-549). 

The committee considered revising Findings and Orders After Nonminor Dependent Status 
Review Hearing (form JV-462) to include a finding regarding an amendment to section 366.31 in 
AB 890 that requires the court to consider whether the nonminor dependent requests the transfer 
of jurisdiction to a new county. The committee concluded that such a finding would not alter the 
course of the case or the transfer of jurisdiction and chose to defer that revision until there were 
more substantial revisions needed for form JV-462. 

 
4  Under section 388(e), a nonminor who turned 18 years of age while subject to an order for foster care placement 
and who has not attained 21 years of age, for whom the court has dismissed dependency jurisdiction under section 
391, or delinquency jurisdiction under section 607.2, or transition jurisdiction under section 452, but has retained 
general jurisdiction under section 303(b) or the county child welfare services, probation department, or tribal placing 
agency on behalf of the nonminor, may petition the court in the same action in which the child was found to be a 
dependent or delinquent child, for a hearing to resume the dependency jurisdiction over a former dependent or to 
assume or resume transition jurisdiction over a former delinquent ward under section 450. Section 375(b)(2) and 
rule 5.613(b)(1)(4) and (b)(3) allow the court to make a residency determination and transfer the nonminor 
dependent’s case to a new county when it assumed or resumed jurisdiction of a nonminor dependent who has 
established a continuous physical presence in the county for one year as a nonminor dependent and expressed their 
intent to remain in the county. Because the current form JV-552 lacks this residency finding, the committee proposes 
adding one.  
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Fiscal and Operational Impacts 
The committee anticipates that this proposal will require courts to train court staff and judicial 
officers on the new and revised forms. Courts will also incur costs to incorporate the forms into 
the paper or electronic processes. 

Request for Specific Comments 
In addition to comments on the proposal as a whole, the advisory committee is interested in 
comments on the following: 

• Does the proposal appropriately address the stated purpose? 

The advisory committee also seeks comments from courts on the following cost and 
implementation matters: 

• Would the proposal provide cost savings? If so, please quantify. 
• What would the implementation requirements be for courts—for example, training 

staff (please identify position and expected hours of training), revising processes and 
procedures (please describe), changing docket codes in case management systems, or 
modifying case management systems? 

• Would two months from Judicial Council approval of this proposal until its effective 
date provide sufficient time for implementation? 

• How well would this proposal work in courts of different sizes? 

Attachments and Links 
1. Cal. Rules of Court, rule 5.613, at pages 6–10 
2. Forms JV-548, JV-549, and JV-552, at pages 11–20 
3. Link A: Assembly Bill 890, 

leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB890 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB890
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