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Executive Summary and Origin

There are currently two Judicial Council forms that provide basic information to parents about
the dependency court process. The Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee proposes
revoking these forms and instead making information available to parents through a variety of
more effective means, including an orientation video, a more comprehensive pamphlet, and
additional informational materials to be developed as needed by the committee, all of which
could be made available at court locations and online. The committee believes that this change
will provide parents with more accurate and up-to-date information about the dependency
process while relieving courts of the expense of copying the existing forms.

The Proposal

Information designed to inform parents about the dependency court can be found on Information
for Parents (Juvenile Dependency) (form JV-050) and Juvenile Court—The Dependency Court:
How It Works, (form JV-055). These forms were originally developed in the late 1990s, before
the widespread use of the Internet as an information source. In the intervening years the public
has grown to look to the Internet for information in various media, and these forms are no longer
the primary information source that the courts provide to parents. Although these forms contain
basic summary information for parents about what to expect when their children are subject to a
dependency petition, providing information through a Judicial Council form has a number of
drawbacks. First, when procedures change, these documents can be updated only via the formal
rules revision process, which is labor-intensive and takes at least a year to complete. As a result,
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these forms, which were last revised in 2001, have become outdated and are therefore less
helpful to the parents who receive them. Second, the format of the forms requires that they be
very brief and provide only very summary information even though parents would be better
served by having access to more explanatory information, which could be posted online in the
self-help section of the California Courts website. Finally, the cost of publishing a new
informational pamphlet for parents could be borne by federal grant funds administered by the
Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC), and copies could be distributed to the courts that
request them, thereby saving local courts the cost of reproducing the current forms.

Alternatives Considered

The committee considered developing materials in addition to two forms proposed for revocation
but determined that the information that the forms seek to provide does not need to be part of an
official Judicial Council form and that eliminating those forms would improve efficiency and
allow for the creation of informational materials that can be updated more expeditiously and at a
lower cost to the trial courts.

Implementation Requirements, Costs, and Operational Impacts

Implementation of this proposal will require the AOC, under the guidance of the Family and
Juvenile Law Advisory Committee, to develop and disseminate replacement informational
materials for parents in dependency courts. Those materials are currently under development and
should be finalized and in place before the current forms are revoked. Revocation of the current
forms will allow trial courts to rely on the AOC to publish the materials on the California Courts
website and print copies for the courts to offer to parents subject to dependency court
intervention. The AOC’s efforts will reduce the costs to the courts of providing informational
material.

Request for Specific Comments

In addition to comments on the proposal as a whole, the advisory committee is interested in
comments on the following:
e Does the proposal reasonably achieve the stated purpose?
e Would this proposal have an impact on public’s access to the courts? If a positive impact,
please describe. If a negative impact, what changes might lessen the impact?
e What (if any) information should be provided to parents at the initiation of their case that
is not included in the two forms proposed to be revoked?

The advisory committee also seeks comments from courts on the following cost and
implementation matters:

e Would the proposal provide costs savings? If so, please quantify. If not, what changes
might be made that would provide savings, or greater savings?

e What would the implementation requirements be for courts—for example, training staff
(please identify position and expected hours of training), revising processes and
procedures (please describe), changing docket codes in case management systems, or
modifying case management systems?




e Would two months from Judicial Council approval of this proposal until its effective date
provide sufficient time for implementation?

e |f this proposal would be cumbersome or difficult to implement in a court of your size,
what changes would allow the proposal to be implemented more easily or simply in a
court of your size?

Attachments and Links
1. Judicial Council forms JV-050 and JV-055 proposed to be revoked, at pages 4-9
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