










Driver's license holds significantly increase compliance with traffic citations 
 
When a person fails to fulfill his or her written promise to appear on a traffic citation by the date 
specified on the citation, that citation is eligible for referral to the Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) under Vehicle Code section 40509.5. Government Code 13365 then provides that DMV is 
obligated to suspend the accused person's driver's license until the citation is resolved.  
 
In Los Angeles County, red light enforcement tickets are not referred by the Court in this manner. This 
creates a natural experiment that allows us to test the impact of driver's license holds on 
enforcement of traffic laws – by comparing compliance between two otherwise similarly situated 
groups: accused traffic violators who were and were not subject to license suspensions.1  
 
Rates of compliance with traffic citations for these two groups, and the resulting fines and fees 
collected, are shown in Table 1. Table 1 lists, for each fiscal year, the outcomes to-date of efforts to 
collect on citations on which the accused failed to appear for two groups: "Traffic FTA," subject both 
to collections efforts by the Court and County's collections vendor, and to license suspensions under 
GC 13365; and "Red Light FTA," subject to collections efforts alone. For instance, the bottom two 
lines of Table 1 show the results of citations referred to collections in fiscal year 2012-13. We see 
that, after 45 months of collections efforts, 39% of the referred amounts subject to license 
suspension and collection efforts were collected, while only 8% of the referred amounts subject 
solely to collection efforts were collected.  
 
This compliance gap is significant and occurs for all four cohorts. For each of the four cohorts in Table 
1, accounts subject to license suspensions are 3-5 times more likely to be collected than those that 
are not.2  
 
To estimate the loss of collections that would result from eliminating driver's license holds, we apply 
the non-suspension collections rate to the amount of referral for all "Traffic FTA" citations for each 
cohort in Table 1. For instance, for the FY12-13 cohort, we project collections on $151 million at a 
rate of 8.48%. The projected collections are $13 million – compared to current collections of $59 
million, this represents a loss of $46 million for that cohort alone.  
 
By this method we calculate that total collections would be reduced by $125 million over those 45 
months – a loss of $33 million on an annual basis to Los Angeles collections. Extrapolating these 
losses across all courts suggests an annual loss of $189 million to the statewide delinquent collections 
program.  
 

                                                      
1 A possible difference between these two situations is the popular belief that red light camera tickets are easily 
challengeable in court. To the extent this belief is held, is should reduce the rate of failures to appear, as litigants come to 
court to challenge these tickets.  
2 While other courts may have higher or lower overall collection rates, there is no reason to believe that other courts' 
compliance gaps would differ.  



LOS	ANGELES	SUPERIOR	COURT
HISTORICAL	DELINQUENT	ACCOUNT	COLLECTION	STATS

TRAFFIC	FTA	vs.	RED-LIGHT	FTA
Delinquent	collections	performance	reporting	by	fiscal	year	of	referral	with	collection	activity	through	March	31,	2016.

Fisal	Year	
of	Referral

Reporting
Month Porfolio	Age Case	Type #	referral $	referral Collections Success	Rate

FY2015-16 Mar-16 9	months Traffic	FTA 97,334 $110,552,418 $11,583,839 10.48%
FY2015-16 Mar-16 9	months Red	Light	FTA 22,482 $17,372,136 $644,307 3.71%

FY2014-15 Mar-16 21	months Traffic	FTA 173,379 $161,777,540 $38,892,837 24.04%
FY2014-15 Mar-16 21	months Red	Light	FTA 56,028 $41,772,188 $2,395,467 5.73%

FY2013-14 Mar-16 33	months Traffic	FTA 204,941 $164,704,409 $53,135,639 32.26%
FY2013-14 Mar-16 33	months Red	Light	FTA 47,712 $33,586,216 $2,233,591 6.65%

FY2012-13 Mar-16 45	months Traffic	FTA 200,420 $151,403,737 $59,218,962 39.11%
FY2012-13 Mar-16 45	months Red	Light	FTA 50,334 $34,455,058 $2,921,783 8.48%
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