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September 2, 2011 

Hon. Edmund G. Brown, Jr. 
Governor of California 
State Capitol, First Floor 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Subject: SB 405 (Corbett) - Request fo r Signature 

Dear Governor Brown: 

The Judicial Council is pleased to sponsor SB 405, which ratifies the authority of the Judicial 
Council to convert up to 10 subordinate judicial officer (SJO) positions to judgeships in fi scal 
year 201 1-2012, in addition to the 16 conversions authorized for the fiscal year, if the result of 
the conversion is a judge being assigned to family or juvenile law matters previously assigned to 
subordinate judicial officers . 

Over the years, in the face of few or no new judgeships being created, courts have had to hire 
SJOs simply to meet the demands of their workload. As a result, these SJOs have not simply 
been assigned to perform subordinate judicial duties, but in many cases they are assigned as 
temporary judges, possessing the full power ofjudges. The Judicial Council believes that family 
law and juvenile law cases, among the courts' most sensitive and often most complex, should be 
assigned to judges whenever possible. It has been estimated that SJOs spend an average of 55 
percent of their time working as temporary judges, and in large courts, the number is more like 
75- 80 percent. In practice, many SJOs are de facto judges, but without the accountability to the 
public or the authority and independence the Constitution provides . 
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Legislation enacted in 2006 authorized the Judicial Council to convert 162 SJO positions in 
eligible courts to judgeships upon vacancy. That legislation also capped at 16 the number of 
positions that could be converted in a single fiscal year. The council has converted the 
maximum number of positions for each of the four years since the conversion authority was 
provided, and had additional SJO vacancies in eligible courts each of those four years. SB 405 
does not increase the total number of conversions authorized by statute, but simply provides the 
possibility for expediting the conversion of SJO positions to judgeship. This bill will allow more 
of these crucial fami ly and juvenile law cases to be heard by judges and provide courts greater 
control over these calendars , which is increasingly critical in times of limited resources . 

For these reasons, the Judicial Counci l requests your signature on SB 405 . 

Donna S. He 

DH/lmb 
cc: 	 Hon. Ellen Corbett, Member of the Senate 

Mr. Aaron Maguire, Deputy Legislative Affairs Secretary, Office of the Governor 
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