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October 24, 2012 

Attention: Ms. Nancy E. Spero 

RE: Court-Employed Child Custody Mediators’ Working Files 

 

Dear Chief Justice and this honorable Judicial Council, 

 

My name is Alan Ernesto Phillips, I reside in Shasta County. I currently serve 

as the elected Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Northern Hispanic 

Latino Coalition. It may be noteworthy that I have also served our great state 

for the past 13 years as a parenting educator to mainstream, at-risk and 

court-mandated parents;  I served the Shasta County Juvenile Justice Center 

for seven years as an at-risk and first-time offender group counselor; I have 

served the Shasta Interagency Narcotics Task Force with distinction that earned 

me a Commendation from the state Attorney General for my work in 2005 

educating California’s Latino parents on how to combat Latino Gang and Drug 

activities.  

 

But more important than all the other accolades related to my contributions, I 

have been an even better, loving father and dad of a now 16-year old daughter 



River Brewster Phillips, who was abducted 594 days ago with no contact 

allowed, and as a loving committed father to a wonderful 10-year old daughter 

Iliana Phillips, who is excelling in school and primarily lives with me.   

 

In my many years of professional service I have also found myself lost in the 

bigness of the Family Law System - under questionable practices of arrogant, 

intimidating mediators, a mentally-questionable, 19-year-veteran, retired, 

“Assigned judge” as well as what I find as “bureau-dumping” of my respectful 

complaints within the previous AOC. Issues, I contend are related to the 

importance of retaining records and notes by Family Court Services.  

 

Now, I am grateful for this opportunity and am speaking in support of 

retaining mediation records and notes until majority.  As an outspoken 

and published court reform advocate for several years, I wish to go on the 

record today by thanking the Honorable Stephen Baker whose neutrality 

and child-focused decisions were originally meant to help my oldest 

daughter River.  I wish to also commend the Honorable Stephen Jahr for 

his child-focused handling of a family law matter that was originally 

meant to help my youngest daughter, Iliana. I want to look into your eyes 



today gentlemen and give you my deepest gratitude for what you hoped 

and ruled might have helped my children. 

 

When my oldest daughter River was removed from our family on March 

17, 2011 after a frightening 20-minute so-called “triage” in a dark 

courthouse hallway, and after a subsequent five minute nightmare ruling 

under a fumbling judge, our world was turned upside-down as my 

daughter was removed from us - with no contact allowed.  There was no 

regard for the careful controls set up by Judge Baker, no access to 

previous mediation records that clearly evidenced our daughter River had 

a very long history of failing and truancy while under her mother’s care. 

 

There were No charges of neglect, and no abuse. Just a unilateral, cursory 

examination, another quickie, 17-minute so-called “formal mediation” session,  

the court chose to rule upon opinions of court-appointees rather than even 

reading clear and convincing contrary evidences. All, in clear disregard to the 

CRCs for Mediators and Therapists under 5.210.  As a direct outcome:  Our 

daughter, River, went from a consistent Honor Roll student in a 50/50 

shared custody,  instantly down to a truant, failing, at-risk youth. And she 



has stayed consistently in that preventable outcome to date.   

When it comes to the lives of children, proper records can be a powerful 

ally in keeping litigants, and court professionals, on an even, ethical  

playing field while protecting due process, and sustaining the healthiest 

decisions for our children. 

 

I have asserted and proven in declaration after declaration for over two years 

that an “irregular” Shasta County mediator/Executive Director and a 

mentally-failing “assigned judge” are without oversight and select their own 

facts. I believe, in a systematic retaliation.  To date there are no protections 

nor remedy for the harm that has befallen my children by these PREJUDGING 

officers of the court. 

 

IF, an “irregular” mediator or supervisor chooses to make a life altering 

recommendation to the court, only to choose destruction of the supporting 

documents thereafter, due process and the possibility to right wrongdoing 

and errors will be lost.  The selective destruction of a rich history of 

information, possibly helpful for other children of unfortunate 

circumstances, disappears. 



 

In closing, it is probably too late now to help my oldest daughter River out 

of an at-risk, downward spiral as she goes into the passageway of 

adulthood.  It is probably too late for critical sibling bonding to take place 

between my beloved daughters.  There has been no PERMANENCE in 

our lives for years. 

 

It seems to me this esteemed body has had two years to make a decision, to not 

to decide nor take action on a significantly important policy.  As a lay, 

tax-payer I am troubled by that thought.  As a heartbroken father of an 

illegally abducted daughter I am outraged. 

 

I used to believe in the chance at justice for my children… but, your 

court-appointed mediators, retired-judges; court-appointed therapists, 

court-appointed GALs, AOC and inept clerks have all have attacked my 

kids, bringing them lasting harm - and you can bank on my civility. But I 

wonder what you would do if you were in my shoes? 

 

BUT, it is not too late, to take action, today.  In the depths of my despair I 



urgently request this powerful group of greater minds to take real steps 

and abolish mediation as a requirement of the family law process. It fails 

too many kids when they have so much power to select their own facts 

AND destroy evidence. If you truly want to save funds abolish the assigned 

judges program as it is. In the least, I respectfully urge that you 

expeditiously enact uniform practices of mediation records retention until 

majority. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Alan Ernesto Phillips 

11342 Puffin Way 

Redding CA 96003 

530/242/1741 
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