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In re Marriage of Schulze (1997) 60 Cal.App.4th 519

"[T]he algebraically based computation method has been likened to something out 
of Alice in Wonderland. Actually, it is worse than that. The system is a kind of hybrid 
of quantum physics and Zen philosophy. Support is calculated on after-tax income, 
but after-tax income may be itself affected by the support order! Thus, in a manner 
reminiscent of an attempt to pin down an electron or the image of a snake eating its 
own tail, the nooks and crannies of the computer program involved in this case 
contain sophisticated feedback loops which seek, in essence, to continually adjust 
for the tax effects of a given order, but at the same time formulate an order in light of 
those same tax effects. The complexity is compounded because not only does 
every child support calculation in California now require the parties to do their tax 
returns (a fiendishly complicated process by itself), but on top of the tax 
computations an algebraic formula must be applied to the result. For a judge trying 
to manually apply the law, it would be like taking an algebra exam after doing 
somebody else's tax returns."



Income and Expense Declaration (FL-150)

Rule of Court 5.260(a): For all hearings involving child or spousal support, 
both parties must complete, file, and serve a current Income and Expense 
Declaration on all parties. A party responding to a request for support 
orders must include a current Income and Expense Declaration.

"Current" means the form has been completed within the past three 
months provided no facts have changed. The form must be sufficiently 
completed to allow the court to make an order

Remember, the burden is on the moving party to substantiate a material 
change in circumstance. Has the party completed the FL-150 accurately 
and complied with the form's direction or the court's separate order to 
provide documentation to establish their income and any changes from 
the entry of the prior order.



Income and Expense Declaration (FL-150)

Page 2 (Top): Attach last two months of pay stubs 
and proof of any other income along with latest tax 
return.



Income and Expense Declaration (FL-150)

Page 2 (Section 7 Self Employment): Attach a profit 
and loss statement for the last two years or a 
Schedule C from your last federal tax return.



Page 2 (Section 11 Assets): 

The court can attribute a reasonable rate of return to assets. Often this is done 
by the court determining a reasonable (low risk) rate of return (In re Marriage of 
Destein (2001) 91 Cal.App.4th 1386.)

The earning capacity doctrine allows a trial court to consider the parent's 
ability to receive income form assets. (In re Marriage of Dacumos (1999) 76 
Cal.App.150,154.)

A parent cannot shirk the obligation to support their child by underutilizing 
income-producing assets. (In re Marriage of Schlafly (2007) 149 Cal.App.4th 
747,754.)

Income and Expense Declaration (FL-150)



Page 3 (Sections 12 and 13): Household Income and Expenses

Income and Expense Declaration (FL-150)

The court can 
attribute income 
of a spouse or 
domestic partner 
if the party is not 
employed or 
underemployed. 
(FC 4057.5)

The court can 
consider a party's 
expenses as a basis 
for setting 
support.  Child 
support is primary 
debt that must be 
paid first before any 
other expenses. 
(IRMO Ilas (1993) 
12 Cal.App.4th 
1630.)



Income and Expense Declaration (FL-150)

Options for incomplete or untrustworthy financial statements:

Impute Income: When the credibility of one parent is 
questionable, the court may resort to imputing income because 
it finds financial statements are misleading and unreliable. 
(IRMO Barth (2012) 210 Cal.App.4th 363,376-377.)

Sanctions: A court may find for issue/evidentiary sanctions for 
non-compliance with a court's prior order on discovery. (CCP 
2020.030,2030.010.)



CSE (Child Support Enforcement System)

Interface Portal with California Parent Locator 
Service and Federal Parent Locator Service / Federal 
Case Registry systems

CSE can receive employment/income/state and 
federal benefits information automatically for the 
Payor (PPS/NCP) and for the Payee (PRS/CP) if 
manually requested by the LCSA.



CSE (Child Support Enforcement System)

Interface information in CSE may include:

Employer Name (NDNH / EDD-Employee Registry)

Quarterly Reported Income (Employer to EDD)

Veterans Affairs Benefit (Often does not include GI Bill funds)

EDD State Disability/Unemployment Benefits

SSI/SSDI Benefits

1099 Income (1099 NEC-Lyft/Uber; 1099-K Third Party 
Vendor;                                    1099-R Retirement Cash Out; 1099-B 
Stock/Bond Transactions)

Interest Data (FTB)



CSE (Child Support Enforcement System)

CSE FORMS TO DETERMINE EMPLOYMENT/INCOME HISTORY

Wage and Insurance Verification (sent to employer)

Request for Retirement Account Information (sent to Plan Administrator)

Request for State Income Tax Return (sent to FTB)

Request to Financial Institution (Gov. Code 7480)

Administrative Subpoena (Gov. Code 7474, 7480, 42 U.S.C. 666(c))



Federal Parent Locator System Portal

Allows a LCSA to submit for an electronic request for:

FPLS Quarterly Income

DoD/VA Entitlements

Social Security Benefits (SSI/SSDI/Derivative/Death)

Query Interstate Cases for Kids (QUICK)



Gig Employment / 1099 Contractors

"Employer" includes any person or entity paying "earnings." (FC 
5210)

"Earnings"  includes payments due for services of independent 
contractors...(FC 5206(b).) Any other payments or credits due 
or becoming due regardless of source. (Subd. (f))

Upon receipt of a written request from a local child support 
agency...[e]very employer, specified in Section 5210...shall 
cooperate with and provide relevant employment and income 
information that they have in their possession to the local child 
support agency...(FC 17512(a)).



Employment verification directly from the employer to TWN interface.

LCSA's were able to access real time employment and wage 
information for participating employers up to May 2025.  

Often the response includes historical wage income for the prior two 
years and a breakdown of base income and bonus income.

The Work Number (Equifax)



Experian Verify: Employment and Income 
Verification Portal (Social Service Access)

Very similar to TWN (Equifax), Experian offers 
a portal for employment and income 
verification with a breakdown of their pay 
period earnings, year-to-date earnings, and 
base hourly rate of pay.

There are a multitude of employers 
participating/enrolled.

Presently registration for LCSA staff is free 
under Social Services access.



Experian Verify



Credit Reports

LCSA's will often have access to run a credit report for 
purposes of establishing or enforcing a child support 
order.

Credit reports can show the timely minimum payments 
that a case participant is making on revolving/installment 
debt obligations.

The court has discretion to utilize their expenses as a 
basis for setting child support.



Administrative Subpoena
Along with the ability to issue Civil Subpoenas for records 
and/or a personal appearance, LCSA's have the authority to 
issue Administrative Subpoenas to establish and enforce child 
support orders.

Allows for discovery of:

• Financial/Bank Monthly Statements reflecting deposits outside 
of  known employment, lifestyle choices.

• Applications for Loan/Financing/Mortgage signed by 
the PPS/NP on what their income is.

   



Medi-Cal Eligibility Data System (MEDS)

Statewide benefits system that contains public assistance 
information for case participants to include Social Security 
benefits and detailed information on SSI/SSDI 
applications, denials, and appeals.

Denial codes often provide a LCSA with an indication that a 
participant was found to still be employable or failed to provide 
documentation to substantiate a permanent disability.



California Statewide Automated Welfare 
System (CalSAWS)

Statewide IV-A public assistance system allowing LCSA's to check 
the status of a participant's receipt of benefits in any California 
County.

Provides access to the IV-A eligibility worker's case notes and 
case document imaging where application and proof of income 
are detailed.

IV-A Eligibility Worker's have access to the DSS Income And 
Eligibility Verification System (IEVS) to verify an individuals income 
to qualify for public assistance programs. The interface is real 
time information with EDD, SSA, FTB.



Social Media may reflect assets, actual income, earning capacity and ability to work.

Stewart v. Gomez (1996) 47 Cal.App.4th 1748, 1753 [holding earning capacity is not inconsistent with income from disability benefits].) 

Social Media



Military Pay
Through electronic interface requests, a LCSA should have been able to verify that a case participant is an 

active duty service member, what Branch they are serving in, and their Active Duty Start Date.

How to Read a Leave and Earning Statement (by Branch of Service):

https://www.dfas.mil/militarymembers/payentitlements/aboutpay.html

Military Pay Tables (by Branch, Rank, Years of Service):

https://www.dfas.mil/militarymembers/payentitlements/Pay-Tables.html

Basic Allowance for Housing Rate Lookup (by Zip Code and Rank):

https://www.travel.dod.mil/Allowances/Basic-Allowance-for-Housing/BAH-Rate-Lookup



Tax Exempt Organizations
IRS provides a public search for Tax Exempt Organizations:

https://apps.irs.gov/app.eos

Provides the copy of the IRS Form 990 Return to include:

• Contributions and grants/revenue

• Salaries

• Assets

• Compensation of officers



Judicial Notice: Court Filings

CSE may show other child support cases with documentation to 
substantiate a party's income. Other Payees on cases may 
provide a better foundation for the Payor's income to include pay 
stubs, prior tax statements, profit/loss, social media posts.

Federal Court Case Management System (PACER) may provide 
Bankruptcy Petition and Plan (Schedule A/I) provides filed 
statements by a party on what their stated income, property, 
assets are.



Local Workforce Development Board
Your Local Workforce Development Board (Career 
Onestop)  through U.S. Department of Labor has vocational  and 
job-placement counselors that may be willing to appear at 
designated court calendars to offer input and services to those 
participants who are unemployed or underemployed.

https://www.careeronestop.org/LocalHelp/WorkforceDevelopment/fin
d-workforce-development-boards.aspx?&location=CA&curpage=5

Your LWDB representative can also provide a foundation for current job 
openings in your area along with opportunities for free training and grant 
funded job placement where participating employers get reimbursed for 
hiring through the LWDB program.



Parole/Probation (Supervised Release)

Persons on supervised release are often required to seek and 
maintain employment as a term of release; and/or provide the 
name of their employer to qualify for alternative sentencing 
(Home Detention/Ankle Monitor).



Sources of Government Data

• Quarterly Census of Employment and 
Wages (QCEW) – Not Official data set for 
EDD
• Quarterly tax reports from CA employers 

subject to UI laws and some federal agencies 

• Significant lag time (months after quarter 
ends)

• Purpose – Long-term data, benchmarks CES



Sources of Government Data

• Current Employment Statistics (CES) – Official 
data set for EDD

• Based on monthly surveys of sample businesses

• Estimates all employment (not just covered by UI 
laws)

• Shows current economic indicators

• Purpose – to provide timely estimates of monthly 
employment changes



Sources of Government Data

• Nearly all the data comes from these 
two sources

• Other sources: 

• Current Population Survey (Census Bureau)

• Job Openings and Labor Turnover Survey 
(JOLTS) 



Government Data – Farm vs Non-Farm

• QCEW and CES surveys do not include 
farm labor. Current Population Survey 
(CPS) includes everyone. 

• Farm labor has extreme seasonality, has 
different economic drivers, and has distinct 
labor laws. 

• Hired farmworkers make up less than 1% 
of all US wage and salary workers (2022)



Employment Development Department

• The California EDD maintains Labor 
Market Information

• The data is organized by customer, 
subject, and geography

• Includes quarterly census of 
employment and wages



EDD (Continued)

• The EDD data includes local area 
unemployment statistics, current 
employment statistics, interactive maps 
and data tools.

• Data is specific to California but pulls 
from many of the same sources as BLS



Bureau of Labor Statistics

• Part of the US Department of Labor

• Has a variety of data tools based on the 
surveys conducted

• One of the most beneficial is the “State 
and Area Employment, Hours, and 
Earnings” Survey





Bureau of Labor Statistics (Cont.)

• Every month BLS provides new data and 
revises the prior two months' data.

• Each month is revised twice

• BLS conducts annual reviews to 
compare with QCEW data for 
benchmarking



Bureau of Labor Statistics – Regional Data

• Data is gathered and organized by region

• State

• County

• Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) 

• Metropolitan Divisions



Bureau of Labor Statistics – Regional Data

•County – Local Government (58 total)

•Metropolitan Statistical Area – Consist of the county or counties associated 
with at least one urban area of at least 50,000 population, plus adjacent 
counties having a high degree of social and economic integration. Defined 
by the Office of Management and Budget. (28)

•Metropolitan Division – if an MSA has a single core with a population of 2.5 
million or more, it is subdivided to form smaller groups. (5)

•Micropolitan Statistical Area – urban clusters of more than 10k, but less than 
50k, with a high degree of social and economic integration. Data is 
identified by the County and not Micropolitan Statistical Area (8)



Bureau of Labor Statistics – Regional Data



Evidentiary Issues
• Official Records exception – Evidence 

Code section 1280
• Writing made by and within the scope of duty of 

a public employee

• At or near the act, condition, or event

• Sources of information and method and time of 
preparation were such as to indicate its 
trustworthiness.



Evidentiary Issues

• Section 1280 does not require testimony as 
to the identity or mode of preparation of 
the writing .

• The Court can take judicial notice of the 
identity of the record itself

• Evidence Code 664 – Official duties are 
presumed to be regularly performed



Accessing the Data on BLS

• Finding the correct data in the BLS 
system is difficult if you are not familiar 
with the website. 

• The following slides are for your 
reference if you want to find the data 
yourself



Using BLS.Gov



Using BLS.Gov



Using BLS.Gov



Using BLS.Gov



Using BLS.Gov



THANK YOU!

Any Questions or Comments?



Brian Racine                         Jim Allen
Child Support Attorney               Child Support Attorney
Sacramento County DCSS            Ventura County DCSS
Racineb@saccounty.gov             Jim.Allen@ventura.org

Selis Koker
Chief Counsel
California DCSS
Selis.Koker@dcss.ca.gov

Thank you for attending and for 
everything you do in building a 
brighter tomorrow for children.
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