Judicial Council of California

455 Golden Gate Avenue - San Francisco, California 94102-3688
www.courts.ca.gov

REPORT TO THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL

Item No.: [XX-XXX]
For business meeting on October 23-24, 2025

Title Report Type
Judicial Branch Education: Sunset of Action Required

Pandemic-Related Deadline Extensions
Effective Date

Rules, Forms, Standards, or Statutes Affected January 1, 2026

Repeal Cal. Rules of Court, rule 10.492
Date of Report

Recommended by June 13, 2025

Center for Judicial Education and Resources
Advisory Committee

Hon. Darrell S. Mavis, Chair

Contact
Karene Alvarado, Director, 415-865-7761
karene.alvarado@)jud.ca.gov

Executive Summary

Pandemic-related deadline extensions, contained within rule 10.492 of the California Rules of
Court, provided judicial officers and judicial branch personnel additional time to complete
continuing education requirements. By its sunset provision, the rule ceased to have effect on
December 31, 2024. The Center for Judicial Education and Resources Advisory Committee now
recommends the Judicial Council make a technical amendment to repeal rule 10.492 in its
entirety to eliminate any actual or potential confusion that the extensions may remain in effect.

Recommendation

The Center for Judicial Education and Resources Advisory Committee recommends that the
Judicial Council, effective January 1, 2026, repeal rule 10.492 of the California Rules of Court to
eliminate any actual or potential confusion that the pandemic-related deadline extensions for
continuing education remain in place. The proposed repeal is attached at pages 3-5.

Relevant Previous Council Action

At its business meeting on November 13, 2020, the Judicial Council adopted rule 10.492 in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic that led to the widespread cancellation and postponement


mailto:karene.alvarado@jud.ca.gov

of in-person educational training. The pandemic made it difficult to comply with the continuing
education requirements for judicial officers and judicial branch personal contained in rules
10.461-10.479. The council amended rule 10.492 in 2021 to extend the deadline even further for
new judicial officers to attend the B. E. Witkin Judicial College.

Analysis/Rationale

The proposal is recommended to eliminate any actual or potential confusion that the deadline
extensions remain in effect. Under rule 10.492(e), the entire rule sunsetted effective December
31, 2024. Potentially, anyone who joined the bench or became a judicial branch employee before
that date could misinterpret the rule and believe that the extensions remain in effect or were
“acquired” on the date of their oath or first day of employment. For example, a judge who
assumed office on December 1, 2024, could mistakenly believe that they have 4.5 years from
that date, or until June 30, 2029, to attend the judicial college. Repealing the rule eliminates the
potential for this confusion.

Policy implications
There are no policy implications of the recommendation in this proposal.

Comments

The proposal was not circulated for public comment. However, the proposed repeal was
considered via email by the Center for Judicial Education and Resources Advisory Committee in
compliance with rule 10.75(0) of the California Rules of Court.

Alternatives considered

The only viable alternative is to leave rule 10.492 on record until it is repurposed or repealed at a
future date. Given that this alternative did not address the rule’s actual or potential ability to
cause current confusion, this alternative was rejected.

Fiscal and Operational Impacts

The proposal will result in no fiscal or operational costs to the courts or the Judicial Council.

Attachments and Links

1. Cal. Rules of Court, rule 10.493, at pages 3—5
2. Link A: Cal. Rules of Court, rules 10.461-10.479,
https://courts.ca.gov/cms/rules/index/ten
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Rule 10.492 of the California Rules of Court is repealed, effective January 1, 2026, to
read:

Rule 10.492. Temporary extension and pro rata reduction of judicial branch
education requirements [Repealed]
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