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Background

• 2020: SB 823 closed DJJ & created the 
Office of Youth and Community 
Restoration (OYCR)

• OYCR under HHS instead of CDCR

• Shifted from state-run correctional 
facilities (DJJ) to county oversight of 
juvenile justice

• Meant to shift approach to youth 
justice from punishment to 
accountability and healing
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Pre-SB 823 Trends

• Juvenile felony arrests declined 86% 2007-2021

• Began rising again after COVID

• Clear disproportionality



Pre-SB 823 Trends
• Arrests for violent offenses have become an increasing proportion of arrests

• Arrests for property crimes have become a smaller proportion



Pre-SB 823 Trends

• Referrals to probation also declined between 2007 and 2021

• Unlike arrests, referrals did not increase after COVID

• Continued disproportionality



Pre-SB 823 Trends
• Like violent offense arrests, the proportion of probation referrals for felony 

offenses increased

• Of those, referrals for violent offenses increased & referrals for property 
crimes decreased
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Pre-SB 823 Trends

• 49% adjudications for felonies

• Proportion of them that were wardships declined by 84%



Pre-SB 823 Trends

• Number of youth being sent to adult court declined

Prop 57 eliminated direct files

SB 1391 ended transfers for <15



Post-SB 823 Trends

• No apples-to-apples comparisons

• AB 102 self-reported data



Post-SB 823 Trends



Post-SB 823 Trends
• Increase in number of transfer hearings

• Actual transfers decreased then increased again



Post-SB 823 Trends

• Decrease in commitments in 2020

• Commitments seem to be on an upward trend now



Post-SB 823 Trends

• 9 out of 10 youth committed to a SYTF were Latino or Black



Stakeholder Thoughts

• Described a lack of resources, insufficient time & funding, unclear guidance, 
and inadequate infrastructure during the transition

• Implementation efforts varied widely by county, creating concern about 
programming equity for all youth

• Larger culture change needed 

• Progress

• Dedication



Youth Thoughts

• 38% agreed their SYTF felt “safe and homelike” while 25% were neutral

• 63% agreed they had someone they could trust or look up to in their SYTF

• Academics:



Next Steps

• Convene workgroups by county size to address challenges

• Convene expert stakeholders

• Establish data taskforces



https://tinyurl.com/

OYCR-Report
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