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Meeting Minutes September 25, 2025

OPEN MEETING

Call to Order and Roll Call

The chair called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m., roll was taken, and opening remarks were
made. The chair thanked the superior courts of Kern and Orange counties for all their efforts
with this item and the members of the Court Facilities Advisory Committee’s (CFAC)
Courthouse Cost Reduction Subcommittee (CCRS) for reviewing the item in advance to provide
a recommendation to the full committee as noted below under the item’s summary.

Public Videocast
A live videocast of the meeting was made available to the public through the CFAC web page on
the California Courts website listed above.

Approval of Minutes

The advisory committee voted—with abstentions of judges Donald Cole Byrd and William F.
Highberger, Ex-Officio non-voting members, and Justice Harry E. Hull, Jr—to approve the
minutes of the CFAC meeting held on May 23, 2025, and the minutes of the CCRS meeting held
on September 22, 2025. (Motion: Warwick; Second: Lu).

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS (ITEM 1)

Item 1
Capital Outlay Projects Review

Summary: The CFAC received a presentation on the reduced building sizes to reduce costs for
the Kern—New East County Courthouse and Orange—New Orange County Collaborative
Courthouse projects. This was a follow-up item from the CFAC’s March 2025 meeting, when
the reduction of these projects was determined to assist smaller courthouse projects in the range
of 1-4 courtrooms to become more cost-effective on a cost-per-square-foot basis to improve
likelihood of funding.

In advance of this CFAC meeting, the CCRS reviewed this item at its public meeting on
September 22, 2025, recommending the reduced projects’ sizes and budgets proceed to the
CFAC for review and to consider approval. This recommendation included amending the Kern
project’s building size from approximately 24,000 to 26,000 GSF for purposes of including an
additional 2,000 SF in the project’s draft space program for space dedicated to jury services and
with the project budget adjusted accordingly.

Mr. Tamer Ahmed introduced the item, stating that Judicial Council Facilities Services staff has
worked with the superior courts of Kern and Orange counties in developing the reduced building
sizes and that these reduced projects’ sizes and budgets presented to the CFAC are recommended
by the CCRS. He indicated the long-term aim is to improve the facilities standards for smaller
courthouse projects in the range of 1-4 courtrooms. He noted that this effort, starting in January
2026, would be part of the larger update to the California Trial Court Facilities Standards being
made through the input of the CFAC’s Facilities Standards Working Group.
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Consistent with the materials (Tabs 3A—C for agenda Item 1), which were posted online for
public viewing in advance of the meeting, Mr. Chris Magnusson presented all slides.

Action: The advisory committee—with abstentions of judges Donald Cole Byrd and William F.
Highberger, Ex-Officio non-voting members, and Judge Eric J. Wersching—voted to approve
the following motion:

1. Based on the CCRS’ recommendation, approve the reduced building sizes and budgets of the
future Kern—New East County Courthouse and Orange—New Orange County Collaborative
Courthouse projects for updating the Judicial Branch Five-Year Infrastructure Plan and
projects’ budget documents for FY 202627 for state Department of Finance review.

(Motion: Highberger,; Second: LeVier)

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.

Approved by the advisory body on May 29, 2026.
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https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/cfac-20250925-materials.pdf

