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COURT FACILITIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE’S
SUBCOMMITTEE ON COURTHOUSE NAMES

NoTICE AND AGENDA OF OPEN MEETING

Open to the Public (Cal. Rules of Court, rule 10.75(c)(1) and (e)(1))
THIS MEETING IS BEING CONDUCTED BY ELECTRONIC MEANS
THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

Date: January 17, 2020
Time: 12:00 p.m. — 12:30 p.m.
Public Call-in Number: (877) 820-7831; passcode 7004216 (Listen Only)

Meeting materials will be posted on the advisory body web page on the California Courts website at least
three business days before the meeting.

Members of the public seeking to make an audio recording of the meeting must submit a written request at
least two business days before the meeting. Requests can be e-mailed to cfac@jud.ca.gov.

Agenda items are numbered for identification purposes only and will not necessarily be considered in the
indicated order.

. OPEN MEETING (CAL. RULES OF COURT, RULE 10.75(c)(1))

Call to Order and Roll Call

Approval of Minutes
Approve minutes of the June 21, 2019, Subcommittee on Courthouse Names meeting.

1. PuBLIC COMMENT (CAL. RULES OF COURT, RULE 10.75(K)(1))

This meeting will be conducted by electronic means with a listen only conference line
available for the public. As such, the public may submit comments for this meeting only in
writing. In accordance with California Rules of Court, rule 10.75(k)(1), written comments
pertaining to any agenda item of a regularly noticed open meeting can be submitted up to
one complete business day before the meeting. For this specific meeting, comments should
be e-mailed to cfac@jud.ca.gov or mailed or delivered to 455 Golden Gate Avenue,

San Francisco, CA 94102, attention: Chris Magnusson. Only written comments received by
5:00 PM on January 16, 2020, will be provided to advisory body members prior to the start
of the meeting.
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Meeting Notice and Agenda
January 17, 2020

I1l. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS (ITEM 1)

Item 1

Request to Rename the West Justice Center in Westminster (Action Required)

Review the request from the Superior Court of Orange County to rename the existing
West Justice Center in the City of Westminster after former appellate court justice
Stephen K. Tamura.

Presenter: Mr. Chris Magnusson, Supervisor, Judicial Council Facilities Services

V. ADJOURNMENT

Adjourn
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE

CoURT FAcCILITIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE’S
SUBCOMMITTEE ON COURTHOUSE NAMES

MINUTES OF OPEN MEETING

June 21, 2019
12:00 PM — 12:30 PM
Teleconference

Advisory Body Hon. Keith D. Davis, Chair
Members Present: Hon. Donald Cole Byrd
Mr. Anthony P. Capozzi
Hon. Gary R. Orozco
Hon. David Edwin Power (Ret.)
Mr. Thomas J. Warwick, Jr.

Advisory Body
Members Absent: Hon. Jeffrey W. Johnson

Others Present: Mr. Chris Magnusson, Supervisor, Judicial Council Facilities Services

OPEN MEETING

Call to Order and Roll Call
The chair called the meeting to order at 12:00 PM, introductions were made, and roll was taken.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS (ITEMS 1-2)

Item 1

Naming Request for the New Criminal Courthouse in Santa Rosa

Mr. Chris Magnusson presented the request from the Superior Court of California, County of
Sonoma, indicating the following:

e The new criminal courthouse project for the Superior Court of Sonoma County was
originally authorized and funded under the SB 1407 bond bill and has remained in active
status.

e The project is currently in Working Drawings and has been authorized for Construction
funding through the passage of the 2018 Budget Act.

e The project will complete its Working Drawings phase in January 2020.
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Meeting Minutes | June 21, 2019

e To assist this project with the design and future fabrication of signage based on its schedule,
the court has asked that it be allowed to proceed with the name as proposed in the meeting
materials.

e The proposed name complies with the Judicial Council’s Courthouse Naming Policy for
names by location and case type (under section I11.B.2.a) shown on page 2 of the policy in
the meeting materials. Owing to its compliance, it is recommended the committee make a
recommendation to the Judicial Council for final action/approval.

Action:

The subcommittee—with exception of its absent member shown above—voted unanimously on
the following motion:

1. Recommend the Judicial Council approve the request for naming the new criminal
courthouse as the Hall of Justice, Superior Court of California, County of Sonoma.

Item 2

Naming Request for the New Civil Courthouse in Menifee

Mr. Chris Magnusson presented the request from the Superior Court of California, County of
Riverside, making the exact statements (captured above for the Sonoma project) for the new civil
courthouse project.

Action:

The subcommittee—with exception of its absent member shown above—voted unanimously on
the following motion:

1. Recommend the Judicial Council approve the request for naming the new civil courthouse as
the Menifee Justice Center, Superior Court of California, Riverside County.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:30 PM.

Approved by the subcommittee on

2|Page Court Facilities Advisory Committee



Superior Court of California
(punty of Orange

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDING JUDGE
CENTRAL JUSTICE CENTER

CHAMBERS OF
700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE WEST
KIRK H. NAKAMURA SANTA ANA, CA 92701-4045
PRESIDING JUDGE (657) 6227011

November 7, 2019

Hon. Brad R. Hill, Chair

Court Facilities Advisory Committee
Administrative Presiding Justice of the
Court of Appeal, Fifth Appellate District
2424 Ventura Street

Fresno, CA 93721

Hon. Keith D. Davis, Chair

Subcommittee on Courthouse Names

Superior Court of California, County of San Bernardino
247 W. 3™ Street, Department 525

San Bernardino, CA 92415

Dear Justice Hill and Judge Davis,

As the current Presiding Judge of the Orange County Superior Court, it gives me great pleasure to
propose renaming our West Justice Center in Westminster, California to name of “Orange County
Superior Court, West Justice Center, Stephen K. Tamura Court.”

Justice Tamura was a trailblazer and is a legal icon in Orange County. He was the first Asian American
attorney in Orange County. He was the first Asian American Superior Court Judge in Orange County. He
was the first Asian American Presiding Judge in Orange County. He was the first Asian American Appeals
Court Justice in the continental United States. He served in each capacity with distinction.

Justice Tamura attended Huntington Beach High School in our WIC judicial district. The Tamura’s
attended Wintersburg Church in the district.

Justice Tamura was the recipient of the Franklin G. West award, the highest honor bestowed by the
Orange County Bar Association. He was interned, like all Japanese Americans, during the second World
War under Executive Order 9066, but also served in the famed 442nd infantry battalion, the most
decorated unit of its size in the second world war.

| believe the application meets the criteria set forth in the Judicial Council naming policy.

1. He has made recognizable, significant contributions to the state and national justice system.

2. He has been deceased for over 10 years. He passed away in 1982.
3. There is a probate matter that will soon be dismissed by his heirs in our Central Justice Center. |
am informed by his daughter that she is not otherwise aware of any other litigation.

NOT FRINTED AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE



Superior Court of California
County of Oraunge

4. The naming of the Justice Center does not present a potential conflict of interest as viewed by
the public, governmental entities or private businesses.
5. The request is consistent with the California Code of Judicial Ethics.

| believe this request is timely. | hope that the Facilities Committee can expedite this request, so
approval can be made on December 18, 2019, the 75" anniversary of the Korematsu decision. | have the
full support of our court’s executive committee.

Enclosed are letters of support for this application.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,

(A
KKirk H. Nakamura
Presiding Judge

KN:cr

Enclosures
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Historic Wintersburg, California

Thursday, September 6, 2012

The Honorable Stephen K. Tamura: Lawyer, Judge, Wintersburg
Mission congregant

LEFT: The first Japanese American appellate judge
in the continental U.S. and Orange County's first
Japanese attorney, Justice Stephen Kosako
Tamura (1911-1982), one of the "Sunday school
boys" at the Wintersburg Japanese Presbyterian
Mission. (Photo, Japanese American Bar

Association)

Many of the oral histories of early Wintersburg residents
excerpted on the Historic Wintersburg blog were part of a
larger effort during the late 1960s to 1980s to capture the
memories of Orange County's Japanese American
community.

The Honorable Stephen K. Tamura Orange County
Japanese American Oral History Project* was named
for Stephen Kosako Tamura "in recognition of his rise from
roots in the local Japanese American community to
appointment, in 1966, as the first Japanese American
appellate judge in the continental United States."

Stephen K. Tamura also was a congregant of the Wintersburg Japanese Presbyterian Mission during his
childhood. Tamura was remembered, along with other notable Wintersburg congregants, by Reverend Kenji
Kikuchi in his 1981 oral history interview for the Honorable Stephen K. Tamura Orange County Japanese
American Oral History Project as one of "my Sunday school boys."

historicwintersburg.blogspot.com/2012/09/the-honorable-stephen-k-tamura-lawyer.html
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ABOVE: "The only attorney listed in 1940 Japanese American directories for Orange County,"
Stephen Kosaku Tamura opened his first law office at 202 E. Fourth Street, Santa Ana, in 1938.

(Notation and photo, Preserving California's Japantowns, www.californiajapantowns.org)

The path to legal eagle

Stephen K. Tamura first attended Pomona College, then the University of California- Berkeley, and finally
Harvard University School of Law. He was the first Asian American attorney in Orange County, opening his
practice in 1938 and later serving as Superior Court Judge. His law office building at 202 E. Fourth Street, Santa Ana,
California, stands today.

The law office building was listed as a historical structure by the Bower's Museum Japanese American

Council's Historic Building Survey in 1986, and more recently by Preserving California's Japantowns.

While the Tamura family was interned in 1942 at the Poston Arizona Relocation Center during World War 11,
Tamura was permitted by the War Relocation Authority to study at Harvard School of Law in 1943. He
enlisted in the Army in 1945, serving in Italy with the all-Nisei "Go for Broke" 442nd Regimental Combat Team.

ABOVE: The future Justice Tamura, far left. From the War Relocation Authority files: "Legal staff at
Poston Camp No. 1. These are all lawyers, and Mr. Kido is National President of the J.A.C.L. (L to R)

historicwintersburg.blogspot.com/2012/09/the-honorable-stephen-k-tamura-lawyer.html
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Cap Tamura, Franklyn Sugijama, Tom Masuda, Elmer Yamamoto, Saburo Kido." (Photographer:

Stewart, Francis, Poston, Arizona, January 4, 1943)

In 1956, Tamura acted as Deputy County Counsel representing Orange Coast College in Orange Coast Junior
College District of Orange County v. Henry Clinton St. John
(http://law.justia.com/cases/california/calapp2d/146/455.html). St. John, a teacher, was charged with not signing a
loyalty oath regarding non affiliation with the Communist party as required then by the Education Code.

Tamura would have recognized the unsettling irony in a loyalty oath. As relayed by Densho, The Japanese
American Legacy Project, "In February 1943, the U.S. War Department and the War Relocation Authority
decided to test the loyalty of all people of Japanese ancestry who were incarcerated in the WRA camps. They
required all those 17 years of age and older to answer a questionnaire that became known as the 'loyalty

questionnaire.' Their answers would be used to decide whether they were loyal or disloyal to the United States."

In 1961, Governor Pat Brown appointed Tamura to the Orange County Superior Court, during which time
he heard the highly contentious case in 1964 in which county supervisors blocked incorporation of the City of Yorba
Linda.

Justice Tamura was the first Japanese American and first Asian American to sit on the California Court of
Appeal in 1966, and also served as Justice Pro Tem on the California Supreme Court until his retirement. He
then served as a member of the California Judicial Council from 1979 to 1981. Justice Tamura passed away in

1982, after which the oral history project was named in his honor.

In addition to his 43 years in the law, Tamura was a founding board member of the Orange County Japanese
American Citizens League and the Japanese American Cultural and Community Center in Los Angeles.

Fellow Appellate Court Justice John G. Gabbert, referring to him by his nickname, "Captain Tamura," during his
during his interview for the California Appellate Court Legacy Project, said Tamura was "the most interesting fellow..."

and "a very able guy and a wonderful personality and a great fellow to talk to..."

A career interrupted

Before enlisting in 1945 in the U.S. Army, Tamura and his wife are listed at the Granada War Relocation Center
(also known as Camp Amache, in Colorado) before leaving in 1943 for Harvard School of Law. The War
Relocation Authority (WRA) documented, for public relations purposes, relocated Japanese Americans in often
awkwardly staged settings.

The WRA reported "Mr. Tamura is a lawyer by profession, a member of the California bar, and had a private
practice at Santa Ana, California. He received his education at Pomona College, and LL.B. from the University
of California. At Granada he was employed in the project attorney's office. Mrs. Tamura is a graduate of the
University of California and at Granada, she worked as librarian. Mr. and Mrs. Tamura arrived at Boston in
October, 1943.

Mr. Tamura enrolled for graduate work at Harvard University and has carried on some research work in
addition to his regular studies. Mrs. Tamura is employed at the law library in Harvard University. Inasmuch as
both are busy throughout the day they have made their home at 32 Braddock Park, Boston, a boarding house with a

fine reputation of Japanese and American cooking."

historicwintersburg.blogspot.com/2012/09/the-honorable-stephen-k-tamura-lawyer.html
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ABOVE: From the War Relocation Authority files: "Mr. and Mrs. Kosaku Steven (sic) Tamura
(Granada) at the famous Minute Man statue on the battlefield at Concord, Mass., where the shot
was fired that was heard round the world." (Photographer Hikaru Iwasaki, August 1944)

historicwintersburg.blogspot.com/2012/09/the-honorable-stephen-k-tamura-lawyer.html
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ABOVE: From the War Relocation Authority files: "Mr. and Mrs. Kosaku Steven (sic) Tamura
(Granada), Ben Yashikawa (Tule), and Tsetsu Morita (Minidoka) at the Concord River where the
Minute Men stopped in British April 19, 1775." The WRA indicated their respective internment camps
in parenthesis, including Tule Lake in northern California and Minidoka in Idaho. (Photographer
Hikaru Iwasaki, August 1944)

ABOVE: From the War Relocation Authority files: "Mr. and Mrs. Kosaku Steven (sic) Tamura
(Granada), Ben Yashikawa (Tule), and Tsetsu Morita (Minidoka) at the famous bridge of the
Revolutionary battlefield at Concord, Mass."(Photographer Hikaru Iwasaki, August 1944)

The Tamura family

Stephen Tamura's father, Hisamatsu Tamura, was remembered by another Wintersburg Japanese
Presbyterian Mission congregant, Clarence Nishizu, in his 1982 oral history interview for the Honorable
Stephen K. Tamura Orange County Japanese American Oral History Project as one of "the original
Talbert (Fountain Valley) pioneer Issei who first moved into this area to farm various vegetable crops and they were
the ones who, with the future in mind, purchased the land in Talbert to build the Japanese language school."

'- )
v o C s

ABOVE: Six-horse team hauling hay in Talbert (present day Fountain Valley). (Photo courtesy of
Orange County Archives)
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Hisamatsu Tamura--along with fellow farmer Isojiro Oka and other Issei--purchased "an old Standard Oil
Company wooden building" to serve as the school and an old house to serve as the teacher's residence, moving both

buildings to the school site.

Orange County pioneers Hisamatsu Tamura and Isajiro Oka's efforts to provide children's education is honored
today: the Isojiro Oka Elementary School in Huntington Beach and the Hisamatsu Tamura Elementary

School in Fountain Valley.

Hisamatsu Tamura also served as president of the Smeltzer Japanese Association (Smeltzer is part of present-
day Huntington Beach), as had Charles Mitsuji Furuta (Historic Wintersburg's Furuta farm), Gunjiro Tajima
(Junjiro Tashima, Wintersburg's Tashima Market), and Charles Kyutaro Ishii (an elder with the Wintersburg

Japanese Presbyterian Mission).

Although Tamura's brother, Noboru, was the eldest, he stayed working the family farm in Talbert in order to fund
Stephen's early college education. For the Issei and Niset, it was simply understood they would make a commitment

for the next generation in the spirit of "kodomo no tame ni" or, "for the sake of the children."

important to describe that...a sense of collectivism among a family was integral for Japanese American families and
communities, and it meant that the Tamura family supported Judge Tamura to achieve his goal....In other words,
filial piety toward their family was considered very important, and parents supported their son well. Then, the sons

supported their grandsons well."

Legacy
‘When questioned about their experience, many Nisei talk about their belief in their country and their focus on the
future, which gave them strength to endure. It can be difficult for younger generations to understand, looking back

today at the clear civil liberties issues faced by Issei and Nisei.

During his 1971 oral history interview for the then California State College, Fullerton, Japanese American

Oral History Project, Newport Beach resident Mas Ueysugi explained to his interviewer John McFarlane.

"...the Sansei and the Yonsei question us and they bombard us with these things. You know: 'Why? Why didn't you
resist the evacuation? If we went through the same process now, would we accept it?' Sure, hypothetically we can
say this, and we can say that. Or if you get in a position where a person points a gun at you, or you point a gun at
them, you can certainly rationalize and say things now, but you don't know what your reaction will be at the time

when something happens for real," said Ueysugi.

"So the only rebuttal that I have for our children is that they'll have to make their own decisions. We all have to
make decisions, small or large, every day of our lives...Decisions are not always something so catastrophical as the

evacuation. We tell them, "Well, these are things that were accomplished through perseverance and tenacity..."
Ueysugi pointed to Justice Tamura as an example.

"Our Justice Stephen K. Tamura, he recalls when he was refused entry to a public pool; in fact, they asked for
his birth certificate when he tried to enter the swimming pool here at Memorial Park--who carries a certificate to a
pool--or he had to sit up in the balcony--Is this possible? In Orange County?--here at West Coast Theatre," recalled

Ueysugi. "People remember these things. Despite that, he has excelled because of his excellence."

*The Honorable Stephen K. Tamura Orange County Japanese American Oral History Project was
cosponsored by the Historical and Cultural Foundation of Orange County, Japanese American Council and
California State University, Fullerton, Oral History Program, Japanese American Project.

© All rights reserved. No part of the Historic Wintersburg blog may be reproduced or duplicated without prior written permission from the author and

publisher, M. Adams Urashima.

historicwintersburg.blogspot.com/2012/09/the-honorable-stephen-k-tamura-lawyer.html


http://historicwintersburg.blogspot.com/search/label/Smeltzer%20Japanese%20Association
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=4591805782334655967&postID=5283206790459982579&target=email
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=4591805782334655967&postID=5283206790459982579&target=blog
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=4591805782334655967&postID=5283206790459982579&target=twitter
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=4591805782334655967&postID=5283206790459982579&target=facebook
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=4591805782334655967&postID=5283206790459982579&target=pinterest
javascript:;
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://historicwintersburg.blogspot.com/2012/09/fanny-bixby-spencer-living-outside-of.html
http://historicwintersburg.blogspot.com/2012/09/the-honorable-stephen-k-tamura-lawyer.html
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://www.blogger.com/profile/16225762095381159427
https://www.blogger.com/profile/16225762095381159427
https://www.blogger.com/profile/16225762095381159427

Sugan Tamura Kawaichi
14 Mesa Avenue
Piedmont, CA 94611

Judicial Council of California
455 Golden Gate Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Justice Stephen K. Tamura
Dear Members of the Judicial Council

. My family is proud to support the Orange County Supetior Court application to
name-the West Justice Center after my father, Stephen K., Tanyra, S

My father had the privilege of being a first: the first in his family to attend
college, the first Japanese-American attorney in Orange County, the first Asian-
American to serve as County Counsel for Orange County, the first Asian-American trial
court judge in Orange County and the first Asian-Ametican justice of the appellate court.
1 believe that he made a valuable eontribution to California jurisprudence through his
work and reputation as a trial court judge and through his published opinions as an
appellate court justice.

My father would not have been able to attend college and law school without the
support of his family, particularly his brother Noboru Tamura, and his community, Rev,
Kikuchi, a minister at the Wintersburg Church encouraged him to pursue law. Dad
always acknowledged that his accomplishments were achieved through the support of his
family and community., The naming of a courthouse in his memory would not only
recognize his coutributions to the legal community of Qrange County, but it would also
acknowledge the contributions of his family and community.

Thank you for your consideration,

Singerely,

P F ity

Susan T, Kawaichi



September 18, 2019

John D, Tamura
2-3-2 Honamanuma
Suginami-ku, Tokyo
Japan

Subcommittee on Courthouse Names
Court Facilities Advisory Committee
Judicial Council of California

Dear Subcommittee on Courthouse Names,

Itis a real privilege to have this opportunity to write to you in support of the naming of )
the West Justice Center afler my father, Stephen K, Tamura,

Public spaces and buildings of all sorts, from schools to streets, are named afier
prominent pecple, but courthouses hold a near sacred presence in the body politic,
rightfully necessitating a careful consideration of their naming, The possibility of the
naming of the West Justice Center after my father is an extraordinary honor for him and
our family,

As a layman, it is difticult to make a substantive argument for my father’s fulfitling of the
first criterion for the naming — a reecognizable and significant contribution to the law,
However, I do know that in hjs early years as Orange County Counsel, my father won a
landmark case protecting the rights of consumers against unscrupulous used-cars dealers.
Qver his long career as a jurist on the Superior and the Appellate Courts, he certainly
added positively, through countless decisions and opinions, to the advancement of the
law,

I'would also suggest that in addition to his contribution to the justice system, my father
contributed to the community of the law. That is, as one of the first Asian attorneys and
judges in Orange County, California, and indeed the nation, he opened the possibility of
law accessibie to Asian Americans and other minorities through his example, Certainly as
a pioneet in the field of law for Asians, he inspired young Asian-Americans to pursue a
similar career, thus further broadening this commumity of the law,

As far as the other criteria, during the nearly 40 years since my father’s death, his
reputation as grown, as evidenced by schofarships and honors under his name, and I can
assure you that nothing will arise to besmirch it. My family and [ have no litigation
before any court, and any potential for conflict of interest is non-existent.

Justice Antonin Scalia famously quipped that the Constitution is “dead, dead, dead,”
meaning, as far as [ gather, that the original intent of the Constitution is settled. Be that as
it may, surely the spirit of these Charters still animates all courtrooms, whether grand or
humble, where this spirit is given the greatest breath, The locational naming of
courthouses is certainly functional, but sometimes one hopes that the animating spirit



behind the Jetter of the law will be refreshed by the memory of a person who rep.reseuté
that spirit. T humbly submit that my father was such a person.

Sincerely yours,

(79%/ D it

John D. Tamura



6200 Wishire Bivd., Sulle 1200
Los Angslea, CA 00048

Offlcen (323) 937-0187
office@danlelfomuralDS.com

e tamuradentietry.com
7 RE:: Gourthiouse Naming - West Justice Center, Stephen K. Courthouse
.. County of Orange

The purpose of this letter is to express our full enthusiastic support for the application of
the County of Orange to name the West Justice Canter located in Westminster i honor of
Justice Stephen K. Tamura.

Justice Tamura was a well-respected jurist in Orange County for over 43 years and was

the first Asian American attorney in Orange County. He was admitted to the California

Bar in 1937. He worked for the Orange County Counsel's Office, serving for 12 years
before his appointment as a Superior Court Judge. He was elected Presiding Judge of

The Orange County Superior Court. In 1966 Governor Brown elevated him to the Fourth
District, Division Two, of the California Court of Appeals. He also served as Justice Pro
Tem on the California Supreme Court until his retirernent in 1981, Justice Tamura continued
to serve on assignment in the Court of Appeals until his passing In 1982, He also served

as a member of the California Judicial Council from 1979 to 1981,

Justice Tamura served in Italy with the all-Nisei “Go for Broke" 442 Regimental Combat
Team. He was posthumously awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in 2041 along with
the 100th Infantry Battalion and Military Intelligence Service.

In 1972, he was honored with the Orange County Bar Association’s Franklin G. West
Award, the "highest honor presented to outstanding altorneys and judges whose lifetime
achievements have advanced justice and the law”. Throughout his judicial career, he
was Known for accessibility, fairness, wisdom, humllity and kindness. Thank you for your
consideration,

Sincerely,

/Jz(/rwv/ M W.,W?J

Daniel H. Tamura, DDS



September 14, ?019

California Judicial Councl|

RE; Courthouse Naming“ﬂ West Justice Cente;, Stéphen K. Tamura Courthouse County of Orange
To Whom it May Concern:

My name Is Robert Tamura, my father was the aldast son of the Hisamatse Tamura Famlly, | remembaer. .
the storles my dad had told me abiout my Uncle Stephen, My father, Noboru, was the patriarch of the
famliy because thelr mother passed away and their father remarried, Being the oldest, he and wife
Marie helped raise Stephen, Kimio, Hideo and Mike., My father Noboru was able to help Uncie Stephen
go to college: Pomona College, UC Berkaley, and Harvard University School of Law. Stephen was a gifted
scholar and my dad knew he was destined to e a “Special Parson”.

[ remember going over to my Uncle’s home in the later years when Stephen was a lawyar, we knew him
as Uncle Kap, He was very down to earth and always had time to ask us how we were and what we
were doing. Uncle Kap was also praud of his three kids, John, Susan, and Jeffrey. Susan and leffrey
became lawyers and John went on ta become a professor of conversational English and an interpreter
for a University in Japan,

My father woutd get so thrilled when Stephen would receive special awards. One of the proudest
mements for the brothers, Noboru, Kimio, and Hideo was when Stephen was swern in as the first
iapanese American Appellate Judge In the continental United States,

Uncle Kap's passton laterin life was going to Mammath Lakes, Callforniz. He loved relaxing-and fishing
on June lake with his youngest son Jetfrey.and wife, Kazuko., ‘

As a “Tamura”, 'm so proud of the.Stephen Tamura Legacy.
Thank you,

Robert Tamura



MlNAM[MTAMAKI LLP
ﬁgﬂﬁ"-"-‘inu.u

Dale Minami

Diredl Line: 415,788-2713

Fax: 415.398-3887

Email: dminami@MinomiTarmokl.com

August 1, 2019

Judge Kirk Nokomura

Orange County Superior Court
700 Civic Center Drive Wast
Santa Ana, CA 92701

RE:  Courthouse Naming - West Juslice Center, Stephen K. Tamura Courthouse

Cear Judge Nakamurg,

The purpose of this latter is to express our full enthusiastic support for the epplication of the
County Orange to name the West Justice Center localed in Westminster in honor of Justice

Stephen K. Tamura,

By way of infroduction, | am an altorney who has practiced for 47 years in the Boy Area, and
am currently a Senior Counsel and former partner at the fim of Minami Tamaki LLP in San
Francisco. | have been involved in the both the legal and Asian Pacific American {*APA”)
community since my graduation from law school in 1971, In the public arena, | served on
the State Commission on Judicial Nominges Evaluation (“CINE"), as a member of Senator
Barbare Boxer's Judicial Appointments Review Committee, as ¢ Commissioner on the Fair
Employment and Housing Commission, and as the Chair of the Civil Liberties Public
Fducation Fund, appointed by President Clinton. | also helpad founa the Asian Law Caucus,
Inc., a community-interest law firm, the Asian American Bar Association of the Greater Bay
Area {“AABA"), and the Asian Pacific Bar of California.

[ met Justice Tamura al the beginning of my career and was inspired to learn that as one of
the few APA attarneys practicing in the years belore me, he not oniy ascended io the
appellate bench but maintained his connection with the APA community. What impressed me
the most, however, was his kindness end support for the young APA atforneys associations
which formed throughout the sfale,

| know that he was a well-respected jurist in Orange County for decades and was the first
Asian American attorney in Orange County. As such, he set a standard for all of us young
citorneys fo emulate. And nof just threugh his achievements but through his civil and

"360 Posl Streal, 8th Floor, San Froncisco, €A 54108 B Phona: 415 788 9000 Fax: 415 398 1887
Business & Mon-Profit Counseling | Consamear & Employon Righis B Immigralion & Nationality Law | Personal Injusy

www. MipemITomoekhli,.com



gracious demeanor. He never condescended or patronized as his achievernanis spoke for
themselves,

And while others can cite his achievements and career, | believe the inspiration he offered ~
fo young attarneys, to a bar which demanded diversity, fa a career in public service, were as
imporiant as nis individual accomplishments.

I believe it is tetally appropriate, in foct, obligatory to honor this exceptional lawyer and jurist

of extraordinary foirmess and the very best this APA community could offer to this County,
State and Country,

Very truly yours,

MINAMI TAMAK! LLP
Lot P

Dale Minami

DM/dm
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August, 21 2019

Judicial Council of California
455 Golden (ate Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102-3688

Dear Judicial Couneil,

Re: Couwrthouse Naming ~ West Justice Center, Stephen K. Tamura Courthouse
County of Qrange

Pear Judicial Counci] Members,

Itis an honor and privilege for the Japanese American Bar Association to offer
this fetter of support to name the West Justice Center of the Orange County
Superior Court the “Justice Stephen K. Tamura Courthouse.”

Justice Tamura had a long and distinguished career as a highly respected jurist
in Orange County, After passing the bar in 1937, he opened his own law
practice the following year, becoming the first Asian American attorney in
QOrange County. Later, he worked for the Orange County Counsel’s Office
before being appointed & Superior Court Judge, eventually becoming Presiding
Judge. Thereafter, he was appointed to the Fourth District, Division Two, of
the California Court of Appeal, and he also served as Justice Pro Tem on the
California Supreme Court until retiring in 1981, He continued to serve on
assignment in the Court of Appeal until his death in 1982.

Justice Tamura’s legal career is all the more remarkable because it was
profoundly interrupied soon afler it began, by the internment of Japanese
Americans in 1942, followed by Justice Tamura’s enlisting in the all-Nisei
442" Repimental Combat Team in 1945 at the age of 34 (for which he was
posthumous(y awarded the Congressional Gold Medal),

The Japanese American Bar Association was started 43 years ago. We have
grown to over 370 members, including a thriving and expanding presence in
Orange County. Our founders and many of our members share a painful

history of racial exclusion and injustice in this country. Yet Justice Tamura

JAPANESE AMERICAN BAR ASSQCIATION
P.O, Box 71961
Los Angeles, California 90071
www.jabaonline.org



Judicial Council of California :
Re: Courthouse Naming — West Justice Center, Stephen K. Tamura Courthouse

August 21, 2019
Page 2

exempiified the resilience of the human spirit and the strength to rise above the
suffering of horrific injustice by dedicating his life toward advancing justice
for others, He remains an inspiration to many young people, Indeed, the
Justice Stephen K. Tamura Scholarship is awarded annually by the Japanese
American Bar Association Fducational Foundation to deserving law students.

Naming the West Justice Center of the Orange County Superior Court afier
Justice Stephen K. Tamura would be an inspirational and profoundly fitting
tribute {0 a remarkable man and a true leader in the Jegal community.

Sincerely,
m .

Mike Madokoro
President
Japanese American Bar Association

We thank you for your consideration.



ORANGE COUNTY
NIKKEI COORDINATING COUNCIL

August 30, 2019

Judicial Council of California

RE: Courthouse Naming -~ West Justice Center, Stephen K. Tamura Courthouse
County of Orange

Dear Judicial Councl] Members:

The purpose of this letter is to express our full enthusiastic support for the application of the County of Orange
to name the West Justice Center located it Westminster in honor of Justice Stephen K. Tamura.

Justice Tamura was a well-respected jurist in Orange County for over 43 years and was the first Asian
American attorney in Orange County. He was admitted to the California Bar in 1937, He worked for the
Orange County Counsel's Office, service for 12 years before hls appointment as a Superior Court judge. He
was elected Presiding Judge of the Orange County Superior Court. In 1866 Govarnor Brown elevated him to
the Fourth District, Division Two, of the California Court of Appeal. He also served as Justice Pro Tem on the
CA Supreme Court untll his retirement in 1981, Justice Tamura continued to serve on assignment in the Court .
of Appeal until his passing in 1982. He also served as a member of the California Judicial Council from 1979
to 1681,

Justice Tamura served in italy with the all-Nisei “Go for Broke” 4421 Regimental Combat Team. He was
posthumously awarded the Congressional Gold Medal In 2011 along with the 100™ Infantry Battalion and
Military Intelfigence Service.

In 1972, he was honored with the Orange County Bar Association’s Franklin G. West Award, the *highest
honor presented to outstanding attorneys and judges whosa lifetime achievements have advanced justice and
the law.” Throughout his Judicial career, he was known for his accessibllity, fairness, wisdom, humility and
kindness. Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours,

Diane Kawata Watanabe
Presidant

Orange Coast Optimist Club # Orange Coast Sports Association
Orange County Japanese American Association » Orangs County Queen’s Council » SELANOCO Chapter, JACL
South East Youth Organization  Suburban Optimist Club o VEW Post 3670 « VFW Youth Group

P.0, Box 28802 ° Santa Ana . Californin . 92799



wvw, W csportsiinistry.org 2000 Fairview Street, Santa Ana, CA 82706 714-740.9400

September 11,2019

RE: Courthouse name - West Justice Center, Stephen K, Tamura Courthouse

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of the Wintersburg Presbyterian Sports Ministry, | would like to express
our fuil enthusiastic support for the county of Orange to name the West Justice
Center located in Westminster in honor of Justice Stephen K. Tamura,

Justice Tamura has a very storied history as a jurist, patriot, and citizen, He was the
first asian Amarican attorney in Orange County. He worked for the Orange
County Counsel’s office. Ha was elected presiding judge of the Crange County
Superior Court. He was efevated to tha 4th district, division 2, of the California
Court of Appeal. He sarved as Justice Pro Team on the California Supreme Court
until his retirement in1981,

Following the attack by Japan at Pearl Harbor, Justice Tamura had a leadership
role with the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) board of governors, He
denounced the attack along with other JACL members. He continued to be a
voice advocating for the citizenship and foyalty of Japanese Americans during
World War 2. He served in Italy with the all-Nisei "Go For Broke” 442nd
Regimental Combat team at a time when his family was incarcerated at the
Coloradlo River Relocation Center (Foston) in Arizona, He was posthumously
awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in 2011.

As a child, he was a congregant of Wintersburg Presbyterian mission which later
became Wintersburg Presbyterian Church (WPC). The mission, which is located in
Huntington Beach later became a National historic site for its role in Japanese
American settlement in the west, Today, WPC is a thriving cominunity church
located in Santa Ana with an active sports ministry typically enrolling 300 kids into
our basketbalt sports program. While in high school in 1927, he was a guest writer



for the Santa Ana Register covering a story on the construction of Huntington
Beach High School. He later was a founding board member of the Orange

County JACL and Community Center of Los Angeles.

From his humble beginnings and throughout his judicial career, Justice Tamura
sought to advance justice and the law. He left an indelible mark in Japanese
American history and the fruit of his labors continue to have an impact in the
benefits we experience today. He is a role model for all Americans. Thank you

for your consideration,

Sincerely yours,

R

P o™ : T,
{ B ™

7 P
Rody Yoshinaka, M.D.
Sports Eider, Wintersburg Sports Ministry
Wintersburg Presbyterian Church
email: information@wpcsportsministry.org
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Aupust 12, 2019

RE: Courthouse Naming ~ West Justice Center, Stephen K. Tanura Courthouse
County of Orange

Dear Honorable Judicial Council:

The purpose of this letter is to express my full and enthusiastic support for the
application of the County Orange to name the West Justice Center located in :
Westminster in honor of Justice Stephen K. Tamura. '

Justice Tamura was a well-respected jurist in Orange County for inore than 40 years
and was the first Asian American attorney in Orange County. He was admitted to the
California Bar in 1937, He worked for the Orange County Counsel's Office, service
for twelve years before his appointment as a Superior Court judge, Justice Tamura was
elected Presiding Judge of the Orange County Superior Court,

In 1966 Governor Pat Brown elevated him to the Fourth District, Division T'wo, of the
California Court of Appeal. Tustice Tamura also served as Justice Pro Tem on the
California Supreme Court until his retirement in 1981, Justice Tamura continued to
serve on assignment in the Court of Appeal until his passing in 1982. He also served
as a member of the California Judicial Council from 1979 to 1981,

During WWII, Justice Tamura served in the United States Army and fought in Italy
with the all-Nisei “Go for Broke” 442nd Regimental Combat Team. He was
posthumously awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in 2011, along with the 100th
Infantry Battalion and Military Intelligence Service.

[n 1972, Justice Tamura was honored with the Orange County Bar Association’s
Franklin G, West Award, the “highest honor presented to outstanding atlorneys and
Judges whose lifelime achievements have advanced justice and the law.” Throughout
his judicial career, he was known for his sccessibil ity, fairness, wisdom, humility and
kindness.

Thank you very much for your consideration,

Singeyely,

Dou gE‘ G. Erber
President

Bullding Japan—America Relatlonships Since 1909



CALIFORNI’A STATE UN IVERSITY, FULLERTON

B S

[umanities and Social Sciences
Departimnt of Histery
P.O. Box 6846, Fulferton, CA 02834.6846 £T 6512783074 /1 657-218-2101

August 12, 2019

Judge Kirk Nakamura

Orange County Superior Court
700 Civic Center Dr, West
Santa Ana, CA 92701

Dear Judge Nakamura,

Greetings from the Fistory Dept, at California State University Fullerton (CSUF). I am writing
today to join in fully supporting the naming of the West Justice Center Courthouse after Judge
Stephen K. Tamura. As & faculty member of the only campus in the California State University
systent in Orange County {out of 23 campuses state-wide), Lenthusiastically support this naming
for many reasons related to our public educational mission, both inside and outside the
classroom, Although 1 was originally hired in 2002 to teach J apanesc and Korean history, 1 soon
realized the rare value of our Japanese American oral history collection named after Judge
Tamura, as a tool for research, teaching, and community engagement. As explained below, for
the same reasons that this archival collection bears the name and legacy of Judge Tamura, it Is
more than fitting that the courthouse in Westminster should bear his name, stand as a testament to
his accomplishments, and serve as & source of inspiration for the wider public in Orange County,

Amoug Judge Tamura’s many contributions to our regionnl and national history, his parcticipation
in World War IT as a member of the scgregated 442 Regimental Combat Team is one of the
most noteworlly, In 2008, 1 had the privilege of interviewing several veterans who had served in
this same capacity in Burope, While I did not know Judge Tamura personally, his part in this
collective demonstration of patriotism and sacrifice serves as a valuable lesson for our young
people today, most of whom have not experienced the horrors of war firsthand. In this way, the
naming of the courthouse after Judge Tamura demonstrates our collective gratitude for these
sellless acts of all our veterans here in Orange County.

For the last several years, I have asked my students to aialyze an oral history transcript from the
Judge Tamura collection as a way to understand the history of the Japanese American internment
from a grassroots perspective, and to appreciate the role of ordinary people in the making of
history. Without Fail, students of all backgrounds are surpriscd to hear and read about the
accomplishments of various racial and ethnic minorities in Orange County that have been left oyt
of our textbooks and conventional curricula, The following student comment is typical: “I knew
about Martin Luther King, Jv. but I didi’t know J apanese Americans fought for civil rights to.”
Adding the name of Judge Tamura to the architectural and legal landscape of Orange County will
go & long way towards rectifying this deficit in our collective metnory,

In a seminar we cali “Historical Thinking” I have increased the time and altention given fo the
subfield of “Public History” as a way to push students to think about the connections between our
academic understanding of history and the ways history is presented to and consumed by the
public more broadly. By naming the courthouse in Westminster after J udge Tamura, we can
serve as a mocel (o other public entities with this tangible demonstration of our values of

THE CATIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY
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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FULLERTON

Humanities and Social Sciences
Departuent of Flixtopry
DO Box 6840, Fullertan, CA V2BM-6846 /1" 6572783474 /7 |* 057-278-2101

inclusivity, diversity and all the qualities Judge Tamura embodied during his illustrious career
and lifetime. Thank you for your consideration of this appeal,

Sincerely,

RV TRYAY
Kristine Dennehy, Ph.D, .
CSUF Dept, of History

Professor and Teaching Credential Adviser

THE CALIFORNLA STATE UNIVERSITY
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PASADENA
CITY(COLLEGE

Social Sciences Division

15 July 2019
To all it may concern: .

May I add my voice to the chorus of voices encouraging the renaming of Westminster's
West Justice Center to honor Justice Stephen K. Tamura. This American hero is awe-
inspiring, and reminds us all of the powar of perseverance,

Just recently in my town of Monrovia, a “Neighborhood Treasure” plague was put up to
honor the contributions of Japanese Americans. ! truly was amazed at how such a
gesture already brought together so much good will. Our City Gouncil simply wanted to
acknowledge the diversity of our history. But the gesture brought an outpouring of
appreciation - which | tried to capture in the article cited below. One neighbor said that
he so appreclates such plagques as it offers opportunity for him to walk with his son to
appreciate its art, and a reminder of how people from our town stood strong against
adversity.

hitps:/iwww,monroviaweekly.com/comm unity/neighborhood-treasure-reunites-ia-
community-of-maonrovia/

Respectfully,
S P S— Kﬂﬂ— -
/Susie Ling

Associate Professor, History and Asian American Studies
shling@pasadena. eduj

1570 East Colorado Boulevard  »  Pasadena, California 91106-2003 » (626) 585-7249



PRESIDENT G, GABRIELLE STARR

July 23, 2019

Kurtis Nakagawa
P.O. Box 397
Placenlia, CA 92871

Dear Mr. Nakagawa,

The purpose of this letter is to express my support for the application to name the West Justice
Center located in Westminster in honor of Justice Stephen K. Tamura,

Justice Stephen K. Tamura graduated from Pomona College in 1933. In 1976 Justice Tamura
was awarded an Honorary Degree from Pomona College’s seventh president David Alexander,
who presented him with a Doctorate in Civil Law. Pomona College was fortunate to have
additional Tamura family connections, as Justice Tamura’s daughter and granddaughter also
attended Pomona College.

Justice Tamura was a well-respecied jurist in Orange County for over 43 years and wag the first
Asian American attorney in Orange County. He was admitted to the Cajifornia Bar in 1937.He
worked for the Orange County Counsel’s Office for 12 years before his appointiment as a
Superior Court judge. He was elected Presiding Judge of the Orange County Superior Coutt, In

- 1966 Governor Brown clevated him to the Fourth District, Division Two of the California Court
of Appeal. e also served as Justice Pro Tem on the CA Supreme Court until his refirement in
1981, Justice Tamura continued {o serve on assignment in the Court of Appeal until his passing
in 1982. He also served as a member of the California Couneil from 1979 to 1981,

Justice Tamura served in Ttaly with the all-Nisei “Go for Broke” 442" Regimental Combat
Team, He was posthumously awsrded the Congressional Gold Medal in 201 1, along with the
100" Infantry Battalion and Military Inielligence Service,

In 1972, he was honored with the Orange County Bar Association’s Franklin G. West Award, the
“highest honor presented to outstanding attorneys and judges whose lifetime achievements have
advanced justice and the law.” Throughout his judicial carcer, he was known for his
accessibility, faimess, wisdom, bumility and kindness, Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

s

(. Gabrielle Starr

550 Neveh College Avenne, Claremomy, GA 91711-6301
D09-G21-8131 | 909-621-8499 (fixx} | wipin, pomotin, ey
Eseablihed 1887 | Fovinding Member of The Claremont Colleaer



JAPANESE AMERICAN GALLERY
Imperial Valley Pioneers Museum
373 East Aten Road e [mperial, California 92251

RE: Courthouse Naming - West Justice Center, Stephen K. Tanura Courthouse Couaty of Orange

The purpose of this letier is to express our ful] enthusiastic support for the application of the County
Orange to name the West Justice Center located in Westminster in honor of Justice Stephen K. Tamura,

Justice Tamura was a well-respected jurist in Orange County for over 43 years and was the first Agian
American attorney in Orange County. He was admitted to the California Bar in 1937, He worked for
the Orange County Counsel’s Office, service for 12 years before hig appoiniment as a Superior Court
Judge. He was elected Presiding Judge of the Orange County Superior Court. In 1966 Governor Brown
elevated him to the Fourth District, Division Two, of the California Court of Appeal. He also served as
Justice Pro Tem on the CA Supreme Court until his retirement in 1981, Justice Tamura continued to
serve on assignment in the Court of Appeal until his passing in 1982, He also served as a member of the
California Judicial Couneil from 1979 to 1981,

Justice Tamura served in ltaly with the ali-Nisei “Go for Broke” 442* Regimental Combat Team. He
was posthumously awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in 2017 along with the 100% Infantry
Battalion and Military Intelligence Service,

In 1972, ke was honored with the Orange County Bar Association’s Franklin (. West Award, the
“highest honor presented to outstanding attorneys and judges whose lifetime achievements have

advanced justice and the law.” Throughout his judicial career, he was known for his aceessibility,
fairness, wisdom, humility and kindness. Thank you for your consideration.

iy o G

Timothy K. Asamen, Chairman
Japanese American Gallery

THANK YOU FFOR YOUR SUPPORT!



JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE

SELANOCO CHAPTER
(South Easf Los Angeles, North Orange County)

To: Judicial Council of California
RE: Courthouse Naming - West justice Cenler, Stephen X. Tamura Courthouse County of Orange

SELANOCO chapter of the Japanese American Citizen League fully supports the application to name
the West Justice Center located in Westminster iy honor of Justice Stephen K, Tamura.

Justice Tamura was a weli-vespected jurist in Orange County for over 43 years and was the first Asian
American attorney in Orange County, He was admitted to the California Bar in 1937, He worked for
the Orange County Counsel’s Office for 12 years before his appointment as a Superior Court judge.

He was elected Presiding Judge ol the Orange County superior court. In 1966 Governor Brown
elevated him to the Fourth District, Division Two, of the California court of Appeal. He also served as
Justice Pro Tem on the CA Supreme Court until his retirement in 1981. He also served as a member
of the California Judicial Council from 1979 to 1981,

Justice Tamura served in ltaly with the all-Nisei “Go for Broke” 4421 Regimental Combat Team. He
was postaumously awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in 2011,

In 1972 he was honored with the Orange County Bar Assoclation’s Franklin G. West Award, the
*highest honor presented to outstanding attorneys and judges whose lifetime achjevements have
advanced justice and the Jaw”, Thank you for your consideration.

A W

Ryan Yoshikawa, President

Sincerely,

SELANOCO Chapter of the Japanese American Gitizen League

july 2612019



Nisel BaseBaLL ResEarcH ProdecT

Kerry Yo Nakagowa
Profact Director

501(c)3 #77-0431276
August 20, 2019

RE: Gourthouse Naming-West Justice Center, Stephen K. Tamura Courthouse, County
of Grange

o whvony it may conceny;

The intention of this letter is lo express our full passionate and enthusiastic support
for the application of the Gounty Crangs o mmme the West Jugtice Center in
Westminster in honor of Justice Stephen K. Temura,

Far over forty-three years Justice Tamura was a well-respected and exdrired jurist
for Orange County and the first Asian American altorney in Orange County. He was
admitted 1o the California Bar in 1937, His sterfing record working for the Orange
County Gounsel's office for twelve years led to his appointment as a Superior Gourt
Judge. He was elected presiding Judge of the Orange County Superior Court. Elected
Presiding Judge of the Orange County Superior Court and in 1866 Gavernor Brown
elevaled him to the Fourth District, Division Two, of the California Gourt of Appeal. He
alse served as a mamber of the California Judicial Council from 1979 to 1981,

Like our Uncle John T. Suzuki, ( who served as Senator Inouye’s radioman in ‘E’
GCompany of the 442 that saved the ‘Last Battalian’ in France; Justica Tamura served in
ltaly with the famed all-Nisel "Go For Broke” 442. Justice Tamura was posthumously
awarded the Congrassional Gold Medal in 2011 along with the 100th Infantry battalion
and Military Intelligence Service.

In 1972, he was honored with the Orange County Bar Association’s Franklin G.
West Award, the “highest honer presented fo outstanding aftorneys and judges whose:
fifetime achievements have advanced justice and the law." His legacy as a Judge of
accessibility, fairness, wisdom, humility and kindness followed him throughout his
career. Thank you for your consideration of this magnificent man.

Health, Spirit and Aioha,

krw Yo Nakagaya

4728 North Glenim Avenue » Fresno, Callfornia 93704
Phone & Fax: (669) 222-6763 « Cell (569) 824-3210
E-Mail: NBRP@comcast.net



NAOMI HIRAHARA
P.O. Box 60614
PASADENA,CASI116

August 17, 2019

Re: Courthouse Naming ~ West Justice Center, Stephen K. Tamura Courthouse
County of Orange

To Whom It May Concern:

A former editor of The Rafu Shimpo newspaper, | am a writer and social historian
who has been active with japanese American oral history projects based out of Cal
State Fullerton as well as various book projects connected with the Japanese
American National Museum in Los Angeles. I wanted tc express my full support for

the naming of the West Justice Center in Westminster in honor of Justice Stephen K.

Tamura.

Westminster is one of the geographic historic centers of Japanese American life in
Orange County and it would only be fitting that such an esteemed representative
like Judge Tamura be recognized in this way. He, like my father-in-law, was a
member of the 442 Regimental Combat Team and their military exploits and
sacrifice should never be forgotten. From an incarceration camp in Colorado, Judge
Tamura went on to pursue his law degree at Harvard—an inspiration to any young
person [acing life obstacles today.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerel

Naomi Hirahara
lidgar Award-winning author of the Mas Arai mystery series




R4 ot

Ugust 15, 2019

RE:  Courthouse Naming - West Justice Center, Stephan K. Tamura Courthouss

Dear Judicial Council:

The purpose of this letter is to express our full enthusiastic support for the
application of the County of Orange to name the West Justice Center located in
Westminster, California, in honor of Justice Stephen K. Tamura.

Justice Tamura was a well-respected jurist in Orange County for over 43 years.
His family was one of the pioneers in the Japanese American community, He was a
congregant of the Wintersburg Japanese Mission in what is now Huntington Beach. His
family was incarcerated in Poston, Arizona during WWII. He was permitted by the War
Ralocation Authority to pursue graduate studies at Harvard School of Law in 1943, He
later enlisted in the Army in 1945 and served in [taly with the all-Nisei "Go for Broke”
442" Regimental Combat Team. Justice Tamura was posthumously awarded the
Congressional Gold Medal in 2011 along with the 100™ Infantry Battalion and Military

intelligence Service,

Justice Tamura was the first Asian American attorney in Qrange County. He was
admitted to the California Bar in 1937, He became Deputy Counsel for the Orange
Gounty Counsels Office serving for 12 years before his appointment as a Superior
Court Judge. He was elected Presiding Judge of the Superior Court. 1n 1966,
Governor Brown elevaied him to the Fourth District, Division Two, of the California
Court of Appesal. He also served as Justice Pro Tem on the CA Supreme Court untit his
retirement in 1981. Justice Tamura continued to serve on assignment in the Court of
Appeal until his passing in 1982, He also served as a member of the California Judicial

Council form 1979 to 1981,

in 1972, he was honored with the Orange County Bar Assogiation's Franklin G.
West Award, the "highest honor presented to outstanding attorneys and judges whose
lifetime achievernents have advanced justice and the law.”

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Kenneth S. Hayashi
President

1055 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1890, Los Angeles, California 90017 / 323-833-0088 / info@memoriatcourtatiiance.org



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.,

August 17, 2019

RE: Courthouse Naming — West Justice Center, Stephen K, Tamura Courthouse County of
QOrange

Dear Judiclal Council;

The purpose of this letter is to express our full enthustastic support for the application of
the County of Orange to name the West Jystice Center located in Westminster, California, n
honor of Justice Stephen K. Tamura,

Justice Tamura was a well-respected jurist in Orange County for over 43 years and was the
first Asian American attorney in Orange County. His family was Incarcerated In Poston, Arizona
during WWI1I. He was permitted by the War Relocation Authority to pursue graduate studies at
Harvard School of Law in 1943. He {ater enlisted In the Army in 1945 and served in italy with
the all-Nisel “Go for Broke” 4427 Regimental Combat Team. Justice Tamura was a charter
member and helped started the Kazuo Masuda Memorial VFW Post 3670 in Orange County in
1957. lustice Tamura was posthumously awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in 2011 along
with the 100™ Infantry Battalion and Military intelligence Sarvice,

lustice Tamura became deputy Counsel for the Qrange County Counsel’s Office serving 12
years before his appointment as a Superior Court Judge. He was elected Presiding Judge of the
Superior Court. In 1966, Governor Brown elevated him to the Fourth District, Division Two, of
the California Court Appeal. Justice Tamura continued to serve on assignment In the Court of
Appeal until his passing in 1982. He also served as a member of the California Judicial Councit

from 1979 to 1981,

In 1972, he was honored with the Orange County Bar Association’s Franklin G, West Award,
the " highest honor presented to outstanding attorneys and judges whose lifetime
achievements have advanced justice and the law.” Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

WﬂW{'mW

lames T. Nakamura

VFW Past 3670 Commander



BETTY 0. YAMASHIRO
10922 Lake Court Road
Santa Ana, CA 92705-2524

August 21, 2019
Ta the Honorable Judicial Council:

The purpose of this letter Is to express aur full enthusiastic support for the application of the County of
Qrange ta name the West Justice Center located in Westminster in honor of Justice Stephen K. Tamura.

dustice Tamura was a well-respected jurist in Orange County for over 43 years and was the first Asian-
American attorney in Orange County. He was admitted to the Caiifornia Bar In 1937, He worked for the
Orange County Counsel's Office, service for 12 years hefore his appointment as a Superior Court Judge.
He was elected Presiding Judge of the Orange County Superior Court. In 1966, Governor Brown elevated
him to the Fourth District, Division Two of the California Court of Appeal. He alse served as Justice Pro
Tem on the CA Supreme Court until his retirement in 1981, Justice Tamura continued to serve on
assignment in the Court of Appeal until his passing In 1982. He also served as a member of the
California Judicial Councit from 1979 to 1981.

Justice Tamura served in ltaly with the all-Nisei "Go for Broke™ 442nd Regimental Combat Team. He
was posthumeusly awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in 2011 along with the 100th Infantry
Battalion and Military Inteligence Service,

In 1971, he was honored with the Orange County Bar Association's Frank/in G, Wast Award, the "highest
hencr presented to outstanding attorneys and judges whose lifetime achievements have advanced
justice and the jaw." Throughout his judiclal career, he was known for his accessibility, falrness, wisdom,
humility and kindness,

Thank you for your consideration,
Stacerely,

é’%@w

Betty O. Yamashiro,tetired attorney

Q\V@mé@ U

Kenneth M. Yamashiro, re

d physiclan



WHEATLEY 6 OSAKI (714) 456-1585

Fstabtsred m 1472 -

R A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION e
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August 6, 2019 | A

California Judicial Council

Re:  Courthouse Naming - West Jugtice Center, Stephen K. Tamurs Courthouse
County of Orange

To Whom It May Concern:

Joining many others in the community, I write this letter (o express my full support for the
Application of the County Orange to name the West Justice Center located Westminster in honor
of Justice Stephen K., Tamura,

Justice Tamura was a well-respected jurist in Orange County for over 43 years and was the
firsl Asian American attorney in Orange County. For all that he accomplished in an incredible
career, he serves as a bright example of the best of who we are. From humble beginnings as an
immigrant’s son on a small farm in Orange County, he grew up to attend and graduate from both
Boalt Hall and Harvard Law School, served with the famed 442™ Regimental Combat Team during
WWI (which service was recognized with a Congressional Gold Medal), worked for 12 years in the
Orange County Counsel’s Office, was elected Presiding Judge of the Orange County Superior Court
and then appointed as a Justice on the California Appellate Court, Fourth District where he served
until he retired. By naming the West Justice Center after him in Orange County, we recognize the
remarkable journey of a native son. No one will ever say it was easy. He lived through the Great
Depression, the [nterment camips and the Evacuation, and served with the most decorated unit (with
the most casuallies) for its size during WWIIL, He was the first to accomplish what he did (as a
lapanese American attorney/judge) and did so at 2 time when bigotry could not be ignored, Yet, with
-every challenge, he was always able to overcome and do so with a sense of aceessibility, fairness,
wisdom, humility and kindness that left an indelible mark on all those he met along the way,

Back in 1974 while in my last year of coltege pondering my future, 1 found myself sitting
in his living room in Santa Ana, California with him telling me about the rewards of serving my
community as a lawyer, and that sometimes it was not just a privilege but a duty to so serve, 45
years later, I gratefully thank “Kap®™ Tamura for being the role model that he was for a generation
of tawyers and the advice that he gave. This man is deserving of the honor requested by the County
of Orange. Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours,
WHEATLEY & OSAKI

Ve
KERRY G, ( AR




LAW OFFICE OF PATRICIA IHARA
4521 CAMPUS DRIVE #175
IRVINE. CA 92612
Tel. (949) 733-0746

August 3, 2019

RE: Courthouse Naming -~ West Justice Center, Stephen K. Tamura Courthouse County of
Orange

To the Honorable Judicial Council:

The purpose of this letter is to express my full enthuslastic support for the application of
the County Orange to name the West Justice Center located in Westminster In honor of
Justice Stephen K. Tamura.

Justice Tamura was a well-respected jurist in Orange County for over 43 years and was
the first Asian American attorney in Orange County. He was admitted to the California
Bar in 1937, He worked for the Orange County Counsel’s Office, service for 12 years
before his appointment as a Superlor Court judge. He was elected Presiding Judge of the
Orange County Superior Court. In 1966 Governor Brown elevated him to the Fourth
District, Division Twe, of the California Court of Appeal. He also served as Justice Pro
Tem on the CA Supreme Court until his retirement in 1981. Justice Tamura continued to
serve on asslignment in the Court of Appeal until his passing in 1982. He also served as a
member of the California Judicial Council from 1979 to 1981,

Justice Tamura served in ltaly with the all-Nisei “Go for Broke” 442nd Regimental
Combat Team, He was posthumously awarded the Congressional Goid Medal in 2011
along with the 100th Infantry Battalion and Military Intelligence Service.

in 1972, he was honored with the Orange County Bar Association’s Franklin G, West
Award, the "highest honor presented to outstanding attorneys and judges whose
lifetime achievements have advanced justice and the law.”

Throughout his Judicial career, he was known for his accessibility, fairness, wisdom,
humility and kindness. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
o

/%g ~Ci % / ZL[_—W

Patricia lhara



August 28, 2019

To Whom It May Concern:

The purposa of this letter is to express our full enthusiastic suppott for the application
of the County of Orange to name the West Justice Genter located in Westrminister In the honar
of Justice Stephsn K Tamura,

His tenor and reputation of fairess, wisdom, accessibility, humility and kindness have
made him a well respected jurist over a long spanning careeer of over 43 years in Orange
County. His acheivements and awards such as being the first Asian American attornay in
Orange County, serving as a Superior Court judge and as Justice Pro Tem on the California
Supreme Court, have cemented his role as a beackon of justice. He was awarded the Franklin
G. West Award for his [ifetime acheivemants for advancing justice and the law.

With humble respect, we are asking that you consider his name to be a part of the
Orange County Justice Center as a reminder of his legacy within our community.

Thank you,

Johnsen Family
of Cypress, CA
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Courthouse Naming Policy Adopted: May 11, 2009 / Revised: April 25, 2014

Purpose of the Policy

The Judicial Council of California (Judicial Council) is responsible for California’s courthouses
under the Trial Court Facilities Act of 2002 and related legislation, which includes responsibility
for construction of new courthouses and renovation of existing courthouses. It is the policy of the
Judicial Council, acting through the Court Facilities Advisory Committee, Subcommittee on
Courthouse Names, through its directives to the staff of the Administrative Office of the Courts
(AOC), to name courthouses based on standards. This will provide consistency in identifying
courthouses in California.

The naming of courthouses will follow the standards set forth in this policy in naming new
courthouses, and in naming existing courthouses—including court facilities that are renovated.

Application of Courthouse Naming Standards

The Judicial Council’s naming standards will be applied to newly constructed courthouses and
renovated courthouses which the Judicial Council has financed—in whole or in part—and to
existing courthouses, where the judicial branch is the facility owner or majority tenant.

Names for Trial and Appellate Courthouses
A. Definitions

Court facility refers to any building that the local court occupies to provide its main
services, its branch services, or other services and operations. As used in this policy, the
word courthouse is considered interchangeable with this term.

Court Facilities Advisory Committee (CFAC) is an advisory body to the Judicial Council
on all facilities-related matters. The members of this advisory committee are appointed
by the Chief Justice of California. The CFAC, formerly the Court Facilities Working
Group, is charged with providing ongoing oversight of the Judicial Branch program that
manages new construction and renovations for the superior courts and Courts of Appeal
throughout the state. It oversees the work of the AOC in its management of court
facilities statewide and in its effort to implement the judicial branch’s capital
improvement program.

Subcommittee on Courthouse Names (the subcommittee) is the subcommittee of the
CFAC charged with responsibility to review and consider options in naming specific new
and existing courthouses. The chair of the Subcommittee on Courthouse Names is
appointed by the chair of the CFAC. The members of the subcommittee are appointed by
the subcommittee chair. Its membership, including the appointed chair, will comprise the
following: five superior court judges, an appellate court justice, two members of the State
Bar of California, and one professional from the design, construction or real estate
industry. The subcommittee is responsible for recommending to the CFAC names for
courthouses and in doing so may consider comments from members of CFAC, or refer
requests for naming to the Judicial Council where appropriate. The subcommittee’s
operating protocols, including the term of each member, will be established by the
CFAC.

Page 1 of 4



Courthouse Naming Policy

Adopted: May 11, 2009 / Revised: April 25, 2014

Case type can include but is not limited to the following caseload identifiers: family law,
juvenile, criminal, civil, traffic, probate, small claims, mental health, and drug.

Location of a court facility refers to the building’s physical location in either an
incorporated (i.e., town or city) or unincorporated (i.e., county or region) geographical

area.

1.

a.
b.

Naming Standards for Trial and Appellate Courthouses

Deceased person, which is a rarely used category.

Courthouses will be named based on one of the following two categories:

Location and case type, which is the category most commonly used; or

A courthouse name will not include the name of any business entity, institution,
foundation, or other organization, whether for profit or not for profit.

An explanation of each category follows. For all name categories, the courthouse

name must include “Superior Court” or “Court of Appeal” and “California.” In
each case, the building name may include the term “Courthouse,” “Justice
Center,” or “Hall of Justice.”

Naming Preference 1: Location and Case Type (Most Commonly Used). It

is the preference of the Judicial Council to name courthouses after their
location and, if applicable, case type. This convention supports the
Judicial Council’s goal of enhancing access to justice because naming
courthouses after the location and case type provides users with key
information about where the courthouse is located and the type of
proceedings conducted within the courthouse.

Examples of courthouse names under the preferred naming standard for trial
courts are as follows:

Format
Examples

Courthouses

Justice Centers

Halls of Justice

Example 1

El Centro Family Courthouse
Superior Court of California
County of Imperial

Selma Regional Justice Center
Superior Court of California
County of Fresno

East County Hall of Justice
Superior Court of California
County of Alameda

Example 2

El Centro Family Courthouse
Superior Court of California
Imperial County

Selma Regional Justice Center
Superior Court of California
Fresno County

East County Hall of Justice
Superior Court of California
Alameda County

Page 2 of 4




Courthouse Naming Policy

Adopted: May 11, 2009 / Revised: April 25, 2014

Examples of courthouse names under the preferred naming standard for appellate
courts are as follows:

Format
Examples | Appellate Courthouse Names
State of California
Example 1 [Court of Appeal
First Appellate District Courthouse
California Court of Appeal
Example 2 [Fourth Appellate District
Division Three
State of California
Example 3 [Court of Appeal
Fifth Appellate District

b. Naming Preference 2: Deceased Person (Rarely Used). Naming a

courthouse after a deceased person must be carefully considered to protect
the integrity and independence of the judicial branch. A courthouse may
be named after a deceased person based on all the following criteria:

The person made recognizable, significant contributions to the
state or national justice system.

The person shall have been deceased a minimum of 10 years. The
subcommittee deems that 10 years is a reasonable period of time to
establish the individual’s character within which unknown facts
would come to light. This 10-year period is consistent with the 10-
year practice period requirement for consideration for judgeship in
the State of California.

The person, or the estate of the person, or any otherwise related
entity deemed to pose a potential conflict of interest by the
subcommittee, does not have any case pending before any court,
and no such case is reasonably likely to come before any court, in
future litigation.

The naming does not present a potential conflict of interest as may
be viewed by the public, government entities, or private
businesses.

Consistency with the California Code of Judicial Ethics.

Examples of deceased persons who meet these criteria may include a
former president of a state or local bar association, a trial court judge, an
appellate court justice, or a state or federal legislator; or may include a
former Governor of California or a former Chief Justice of the California
Supreme Court, or a member of the United States Supreme Court.
Courthouses may not be named for living persons.

! Cal. Const., art. VI, § 15. A person is ineligible to be a judge of a court of record unless for 10 years immediately preceding
selection, the person has been a member of the State Bar or served as a judge of a court of record in this State.

Page 3 of 4



Courthouse Naming Policy Adopted: May 11, 2009 / Revised: April 25, 2014

C.

Process for Naming Courthouses

Courthouses will be named by the following process:

1.

Requests for courthouse naming will be submitted to the chair of the
subcommittee by the presiding judge or assistant presiding judge, or the court
executive officer or the administrative presiding justice, or the clerk of the Court
of Appeal, or their designee, of the subject court. Concurrently, the chair of the
subcommittee will in turn provide the request(s) to the local court or committee as
to process and minimum requirements set forth in this policy.

The subcommittee will evaluate each proposed name under the standards set forth
in this policy.

Upon consideration of any request, the chair of the subcommittee will propose
requests for names under section 2(a) preference 1, and all requests under section
2 (b) preference 2, for consideration by the CFAC.

Upon consideration, the CFAC shall present a recommendation on the name of a
courthouse to the Judicial Council, which presentation will include the
subcommittee’s recommendation.

Where appropriate, the chair of the subcommittee will be delegated by the chair of
CFAC to approve standard courthouse names under section 2(a) of this policy, on
behalf of the CFAC of the Judicial Council. This approval shall be subject to
ratification by the Judicial Council. Requests for those names must have been
duly submitted under C.1 of this policy.

Designation of Courthouse Names in Building Signage and Plaques

Signage and plaques on buildings shall designate the duly approved names under this
policy subject to the following requirements:

1.

Standards: All signage and plaques must comply with the requirements of the
California Trial Court Facilities Standards? and its addenda as pertain to signage,
use of seals by courts® and plaques.

Application of courthouse names: Subject to the foregoing, each state courthouse
shall have reflected in its exterior signage designated under this policy: “Superior
Court of California, County of [County name]” and the Great Seal of the State of
California.

2 Judicial Council’s California Trial Court Facilities Standards, 2006.
¥ Gov. Code §§ 68074, 68076 et seq.
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Court Facilities Advisory Committee’s
Subcommittee on Courthouse Names

As of June 14, 2019

Hon. Keith D. Davis, Chair
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of San Bernardino

Hon. Donald Cole Byrd

Presiding Judge of the

Superior Court of California,
County of Glenn

Mr. Anthony P. Capozzi
Attorney at Law

Hon. Jeffrey W. Johnson
Associate Justice of the Court of Appeal,
Second Appellate District, Division One

Hon. Gary R. Orozco
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Fresno

Hon. David Edwin Power (Ret.)
Judge of the Superior Court of California,
County of Solano

Mr. Thomas J. Warwick, Jr.
Attorney at Law
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