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Hon. Wesley Chesbro
Member of the Assembly
State Capitol, Room 2141
Sacramento, California 95814

Subject: AB 1618 (Chesbro), as amended March 11, 2014 — Support/Sponsor
Hearing: Assembly Judiciary Committee — March 25, 2014

‘Dear Assembly Member Chesbro:

The Judicial Council is pleased to sponsor AB 1618, which provides tribal entities and officials
with access to confidential juvenile court files and records for children who are members of the
tribe or eligible for membership in the tribe, and thanks you for authoring the bill. By explicitly
including tribes, tribal officials, and tribal entities within the exception to the confidentiality of
juvenile court files, the bill will solve a conflict between federal and state law on one side, and
juvenile courts on the other.

Under the Federal Indian Child Welfare Act, tribes must be notified in cases related to children
who are members, or eligible for membership, in the tribe. There is also a presumption that tribes
have jurisdiction over child welfare matters for their children. In conflict with this notification
requirement and jurisdictional presumption, California law requires that, with a few specific
exceptions, juvenile court files remain confidential and closed to the general public. By explicitly
including tribes, tribal officials, and equivalent tribal entities with the exception to confidentiality
mn Welfare and Institutions Code section 827, this conflict will be resolved, juvenile cases for
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tribal children will be able to proceed more efficiently, and the best interests of tribal children
will be better served.

For these reasons, the Judicial Council thanks you for your leadership on this issue, and is
pleased to sponsor AB 1618,

Sincerely,

Associate Attorney

ANH/ye-s
ce: Ms. June Clark, Deputy Legislative Secretary, Office of the Governor
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Hon. Bob Wieckowski, Chair
Assembly Judiciary Committee
State Capitol, Room 4016
Sacramento, California 95814

Subject: AB 1618 (Chesbro), as amended March 11, 2014 ~ Support/Sponsor
Hearing: Assembly Judiciary Committee — March 25, 2014

Dear Assembly Member Wieckowski:

The Judicial Council supports and is sponsoring AB 1618, which provides tribal entities and
officials with access to confidential juvenile court files and records for children who are
members of the tribe or eligible for membership in the tribe. By explicitly including tribes, tribal
officials, and tribal entities within the exception to the confidentiality of juvenile court files, the
bill will solve a conflict between federal and state law on one side, and juvenile courts on the
other.

Under the Federal Indian Child Welfare Act, iribes must be notified in cases related to children
who are members, or eligible for membership, in the tribe. There is also a presumption that tribes
have jurisdiction over child welfare matters for their children. In conflict with this notification
requirement and jurisdictional presumption, California law requires that, with a few specific
exceptions, juvenile court files remain confidential and closed to the general public. By explicitly
including tribes, tribal officials, and equivalent tribal entities with the exception to confidentiality
in Welfare and Institutions Code section 827, this conflict will be resolved, juvenile cases for
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tribal children will be able to proceed more efficiently, and the best interests of tribal children
will be better served.

For these reasons, the Judicial Council is sponsoring and supporting AB 1618.

Sincerely,

Alan Herzfeld
Assoclate Attorney

AH/ve-s
cc: Members, Assembly Judiciary Committee
Hon. Wesley Chesbro, Member of the Assembly
Ms. Leora Gershenzon, Counsel, Assembly Judiciary Committee
Ms. June Clark, Deputy Legislative Secretary, Office of the Governor
Mr. Paul Dress, Consultant, Assembly Republican Office of Policy
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May 7, 2014

Homn. Hannah-Beth Jackson, Chair
Senate Judiciary Committee

State Capitol, Room 2187
Sacramento, California 95814

Subject: AB 1618 (Chesbro), as amended March 11, 2014 - Support/Sponsor
Dear Senator Jackson:

The Judicial Council supports and is sponsoring AB 1618, which provides tribal entities and
officials with access to confidential juvenile court files and records for children who are
members of the tribe or eligible for membership in the tribe. By explicitly including tribes, tribal
officials, and tribal entitics within the exception to the confidentiality of juvenile court files, the
bill will solve a conflict between federal and state law on one side, and juvenile courts on the
other.

Under the Federal Indian Child Welfare Act, tribes must be notified in cases related to children
who are members, or eligible for membership, in the tribe. There is also a presumption that tribes
have jurisdiction over child welfare matters for their children. In conflict with this notification
requirement and jurisdictional presumption, California law requires that, with a few specific
exceptions, juvenile court files remain confidential and closed to the general public. By explicitly
including tribes, tribal officials, and equivalent tribal entities with the exception to confidentiality
in Welfare and Institutions Code section 827, this conflict will be resolved, tuvenile cases for
tribal children will be able to proceed more efficiently, and the best interests of tribal children
will be better served.
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For these reasons, the Judicial Council is sponsoring and supporting AB 1618,

Sincerely,

Alan Herz
Associate Attorney

ANH/yc-s
ce: Members, Senate Judiciary Committee
Hon. Wesley Chesbro, Member of the Assembly
Ms. Nichole Rapier, Counsel, Senate Judiciary Committee
Ms. June Clark, Deputy Legislative Secretary, Office of the Governor
Mr. Mike Petersen, Consultant, Senate Republican Office of Policy
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June 1§, 2014

Hon. Edmund G. Brown, Jr.
Governor of California

State Capitol, First Floor
Sacramento, California 95814

Subject:  AB 1618 (Chesbro) — Request for Signature
BDear Governor Brown:

The Judicial Council is the sponsor of AB 1618, which provides tribal entities and officials with
access to confidential juvenile court files and records for children who are members of the tribe
or eligible for membership in the tribe. By explicitly including tribes, tribal officials, and tribal
entities within the exception to the confidentiality of juvenile court files, the bill will solve a
conflict between federal and state law on one side, and juvenile courts on the other.

Under the Federal Indian Child Welfare Act, fribes must be notified in cases related to children
who are members, or eligible for membership, in the tribe. There is also a presumption that tribes
have jurisdiction over child welfare matters for their children. In conflict with this notification
requirement and jurisdictional presumption, California law requires that, with a few specific
cxceptions, juvenile court files remain confidential and closed to the general public. By explicitly
including tribes, tribal officials, and equivalent tribal entities with the exception to confidentiality
in Welfare and Institutions Code section 827, this conflict will be resolved, juvenile cases for
tribal children will be able to proceed more efficiently, and the best interests of tribal children
will be better served.
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For these reasons, the Judicial Council requests your signature on AB 1618,

Sincerely,

T

Alan Hé"i’ _ -
Associate Attorney

ANH/vc-s
cc: Hon. Wesley Chesbro, Member of the Assembly
Ms. June Clark, Deputy Legislative Affairs Secretary, Office of the Governor
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