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RONALD M . GEORGE 

Chit[ )umct of California 

Chair of tht )udic1al Council 

May 5, 2009 

Hon. Noreen Evans 

Jju.Oicial ainuru:il nf aialifnrnia 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 

OFFICE OF GOVERNMENTAL AFFA I RS 

770 L Street, Suite 700 • Sacramento, California 95814-3393 

Telephone 916-323-3121 • Fax 9 16-323-4347 • TDD 41 5-865-4272 

Member of the Assembly 
State Capitol, Room 6026 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Subject: AB 154 (Evans) , as amended April 14, 2009 - Support 

Dear Assembly Member Evans: 

W ILLIAM C . VICKREY 

Adm1nurra nt1< D1uccor of tht Couru 

RONALD G . OVERHOLT 

Chit[ Dtpury D1rmor 

CURTIS L . CHILD 

D1uctor, Office of G<KJtrnmental Affairs 

The Judicial Council supports AB 154, which enacts changes necessary to allow California to 
take advantage of enhanced adoption incentive payments and increased eligibility of children and 
families for adoption assistance payments. This bill ensures that any state savings resulting from 
eligibility for adoption assistance under the Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing 
Adoptions Act of 2008 (H.R. 6893 I P .L. 110-351) are invested in the child welfare system, and 
that all parents considering adopting dependent youth are aware of the availability of state and 
federal tax credits for their adoption-related expenses. 

The Judicial Council supports AB 154 because it would implement recommendations of the 
California Blue Ribbon Commission on Children in Foster Care (BRC), and make additional 
resources available for families and the child welfare system. In its final recommendations on 
needed reforms relating to resources and funding, the BRC urged federal reform to ensure 
federal adoption assistance payments for all children adopted from foster care, and the 
reinvestment of state savings from foster care reform back into the child welfare system. AB 
154 helps to advance both of these recommendations by ensuring that California can take 
advantage of the expanded eligibility for federal adoption assistance provided in the new federal 



Hon. Noreen Evans 
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act, and that the savings from that expansion are reinvested in the child welfare system. The 
BRC recognized the need for additional resources to meet the needs of children in the 
dependency system, and supported the principle that any savings from foster care reform should 
be reinvested in the child welfare system to address the existing resource gaps. 

For these reasons, the Judicial Council supports AB 154. 

Sincerely, 

TK/yt 
cc : Mr. Michael Prosio, Legislative Affairs Secretary, Office of the Governor 

Ms. Kirsten Kolpitcke, Deputy Director of Legislation, Governor ' s Office of Planning and 
Research 



RONALD M . GEORGE 

Chief Ju.Hice of California 

Chair of t/u, Judicial Council 

June 16, 2009 

Hon. Carol Liu, Chair 

J)ubicial @ouncil of Qlalifornia 
ADM INISTR ATI VE OFFICE OF T HE COURTS 

OFFI CE OF GOVERNMENTAL AFFA I RS 

770 L Street, Suite 700 • Sacramento, California 9581 4-3393 

Telephone 916-323-3121 • Fax 916-323-4347 • TDD 415-865-4272 

Senate Human Services Committee 
State Capitol, Room 5061 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Subject: 
Hearing: 

AB 154 (Evans), as amended April 14, 2009 - Support 
Senate Human Services Committee - June 23 , 2009 

Dear Senator Liu: 

WILLIAM C . VICKREY 

Admmi.1trat111e Director of t/u, Couru 

RONALD G . OVERHOLT 

Chief Deputy Director 

CURT I S L. CHILD 

Director, Office of Gouemmental Affairs 

The Judicial Council supports AB 154, which enacts changes necessary to allow California to 
take advantage of enhanced adoption incentive payments and increased eligibility of children and 
families for adoption assistance payments. This bill ensures that any state savings resulting from 
eligibility for adoption assistance under the Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing 
Adoptions Act of2008 (H.R. 6893 I P.L. 110-351) are invested in the child welfare system, and 
that all parents considering adopting dependent youth are aware of the availability of state and 
federal tax credits for their adoption-related expenses. 

The Judicial Council supports AB 154 because it would implement recommendations of the 
California Blue Ribbon Commission on Children in Foster Care (BRC), and make additional 
resources available for families and the child welfare system. In its final recommendations on 
needed reforms relating to resources and funding, the BRC urged federal reform to ensure 
federal adoption assistance payments for all children adopted from foster care, and the 
reinvestment of state savings from foster care reform back into the child welfare system. AB 
154 helps to advance both of these recommendations by ensuring that California can take 
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advantage of the expanded eligibility for federal adoption assistance provided in the new federal 
act, and that the savings from that expansion are reinvested in the child welfare system. The 
BRC recognized the need for additional resources to meet the needs of children in the 
dependency system, and supported the principle that any savings from foster care reform should 
be reinvested in the child welfare system to address the existing resource gaps. 

For these reasons, the Judicial Council supports AB 154. 

~e!y, . ii 
{/ti /vJ F(hA-/]/-
Tracy Kenn./ • 1 
Attorney 

TK/yt 
cc: Members, Senate Human Services Committee 

Hon. Noreen Evans, Member of the Assembly 
Ms. Andrea Lane, Fellow, Office of Senator Carol Liu 
Mr. Michael Prosio, Legislative Affairs Secretary, Office of the Governor 
Ms. Kirsten Kolpitcke, Deputy Director of Legislation, Governor's Office of Planning and Research 
Mr. Joe Parra, Consultant, Senate Republican Office of Policy 


