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To 
Hon. Patricia Guerrero 
Chief Justice of California 
 
From 
Cory T. Jasperson, Director 
Governmental Affairs 
 
Subject 
Status of 2026 Legislation Considered by the 
Legislation Committee 

 Action Requested 
For Your Information 
 
Deadline 
N/A 
 
Contact 
Tracy Kenny, Supervising Attorney 
Governmental Affairs 
916-323-3121 
Tracy.Kenny@jud.ca.gov 

 
 
The following is the status report on 2026 legislation considered by the Judicial Council’s Legislation 
Committee so far during the 2025–2026 legislative session.  The bills are listed in numerical order by 
house (Assembly and Senate) and indexed by subject matter.  The second column, Bill No. (Author), 
Description and Updates, summarizes the relevant provisions and the version of the bill on which the 
Legislation Committee’s position is based.  The third column, Judicial Council Position, tracks the 
council’s initial position and any subsequent change to that position.  Because you and Justice Corrigan 
have recused yourselves from taking part in deliberations or discussions of any electronic recording 
issues that may come before the Judicial Council, the status chart does not include any actions taken by 
the Legislation Committee on behalf of the council concerning Assembly Bill 882 (Papan) Electronic 
court reporting. 

 
The text of all versions of a bill, committee analyses, vote information, history, and bill status can be 
found on the Legislature’s website at leginfo.legislature.ca.gov.  Our position letters on legislation as 
well as fiscal impact statements for those bills that would have a substantial fiscal impact on the judicial 
branch are hyperlinked in the report.  These letters are also published on the Judicial Council’s 
Governmental Affairs webpage at courts.ca.gov/position-letters.htm. 
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Bill No. 

(Advocate) 

Bill No. (Author) 

Description and Updates 
Judicial Council 

Position Sponsor Status as of  
August 20, 2026 

AB 839 (Heather 
Resetarits) 

AB 839 (Rubio) California Environmental Quality Act: expedited judicial review: sustainable 
aviation fuel projects 

As amended May 26, 2026 

Authorizes the Governor to certify up to three sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) projects that meet 
certain requirements, as infrastructure projects, thereby requiring the resolution of an action or 
proceeding challenging the certification of an environmental impact report for certified projects or 
the granting of any project approvals, to the extent feasible, within 270-days of the filing of the 
record of proceedings with the court. Requires an applicant to pay the costs of the trial court and 
the court of appeal in hearing and deciding any case challenging a lead agency’s action on a 
sustainable aviation fuel project, including payment of the costs for the appointment of a special 
master if deemed appropriate by the court, in a form and manner as provided in the rule of court 
adopted by the Judicial Council. 

Oppose Author Status 

Held in Senate 
Appropriations Committee 

AB 1827 (Heather 
Resetarits) 

AB 1827 (Chen), Small claims court: jurisdiction 

As amended March 18, 2026 

Increases the jurisdiction of small claims court for actions brought by a natural person from 
$12,500 to $15,000. Increases the amount for most actions seeking recovery of money, a 
delinquent unsecured property tax, or in an attorney fee arbitration dispute from $6,250 to 
$15,000. Allows a person to file no more than 3 small claims actions in any calendar year. 

Oppose California Civil Liberties 
Advocacy and the 
California Association of 
Collectors 

Status 

Held in Senate 
Appropriations Committee 

AB 1844 (Tracy 
Kenny) 

AB 1844 (Pacheco) Judges’ Retirement System II: beneficiaries 

As introduced February 11, 2026 

Updates the Judges’ Retirement System II (JRS II) to allow judges to designate a non-spouse 
beneficiary to receive survivor retirement benefits and to extend existing survivor protections to 
all vested judges. 

UPDATE: 

As amended August 13, 2026, the bill also expands eligibility for the survivor benefit available to 
the surviving spouse of a judge who dies while in office by eliminating the requirement that the 
judge have at least 20 years of judicial service and clarifies how the surviving spouse benefits 
would be provided when a judge has selected an alternative option. 

Support California Judges 
Association 

Status 

Senate floor 

AB 1916 (Morgan 
Lardizabal) 

AB 1916 (Lee) Courts: court interpreters 

As introduced February 12, 2026 
Removes the exemption for sign language interpreters from the Trial Court Interpreter and Labor 
Relations Act (Interpreter Act) making the provisions of the Act apply to sign language 
interpreters. 
 

Oppose California Federation of 
Interpreters 

Status 

Held in Senate 
Appropriations Committee 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB839
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ab-839-06242025-s-eq_final.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB839
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1827
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-assembly-ab1827-chen.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1827
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1844
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-assembly-ab1844-pacheco.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1844
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1916
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-assembly-ab1916-lee.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1916
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Bill No. 

(Advocate) 

Bill No. (Author) 

Description and Updates 
Judicial Council 

Position Sponsor Status as of  
August 20, 2026 

UPDATE:  
As amended June 4, 2026 specifies that spoken language under the Interpreter Act includes 
American Sign Language. 

AB 1950 (Heather 
Resetarits) 

AB 1950 (Harabedian) Civil actions: mediation 

As amended March 9, 2026 

Authorizes the Los Angeles County Superior Court to conduct a pilot project permitting it to refer 
any case into mediation regardless of the amount in controversy, notwithstanding the current 
$75,000 amount in controversy limitation for making such referrals. Requires a case submitted to 
mediation under this pilot to meet all other mandatory conditions to qualify for mediation, other 
than the limitation on the amount in controversy. Requires all cases ordered to mediation to be 
entitled to up to 3 hours of no-cost mediation services provided by a court sanctioned mediation 
program. Authorizes the parties to be able to appear remotely. Requires the Los Angeles County 
Superior Court to transmit a report to the Assembly and Senate Committees on Judiciary on or 
before January 31, 2028, and each year after, about the cases it referred to mediation. Sunsets 
these provisions on January 1, 2032. 

Support Superior Court of Los 
Angeles County 

Status 

Enrolled and presented to 
the Governor 

AB 1978 (Tracy 
Kenny) 

AB 1978 (Johnson) California Equal Shared Parenting Act 

As introduced February 13, 2026 

AB 1978 establishes, for child custody proceedings filed on or after January 1, 2027, a rebuttable 
presumption that equal parenting time is in the best interest of the child if (1) both parents are 
found fit, willing, and able to parent and (2) both parents reside within 25 miles of the child’s 
primary school or educational institution. Also authorizes the court to deny equal parenting time if 
the court finds by clear and convincing evidence that shared parenting time is not in the interest of 
the child due to circumstances that are detrimental to the child, including, but not limited to, a 
history of substantiated domestic abuse. 

Oppose Author Status 

Assembly Judiciary 
Committee, failed May 1st 
policy committee deadline 

AB 2104 (Morgan 
Lardizabal) 

AB 2104 (Carrillo) Sexually violent predators 

As amended June 25, 2026 

Requires courts to provide an option for members of the public to remotely observe a public 
proceeding that deals with the commitment of a sexually violent predator (SVP). Provides for 
delayed implementation to January 1, 2028 if a court is currently unable to comply with the 
technology requirements. 

Oppose Author Status 

Held in Senate 
Appropriations Committee 

AB 2152 (Heather 
Resetarits) 

AB 2152 (M. González) California Environmental Quality Act: essential local fire station 
projects: judicial streamlining 

As amended August 13, 2026 
Authorizes an “essential local fire station project” to be eligible for judicial streamlining, if the 
lead agency, at its discretion, makes specified determinations based upon substantial evidence in 
the record regarding the project, including the determination that the project will employ best 
practices to avoid or mitigate significant environmental effects. Requires the Judicial Council, on 
or before July 1, 2027, to adopt rules of court that apply to any action or proceeding brought to 
attack, review, set aside, void, or annul the certification of an environmental impact report, 
mitigated negative declaration, or negative declaration for an essential local fire station project, 

Oppose California Professional 
Firefighters 

Status 

Senate floor 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1950
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-assembly-ab1950-harabedian.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1950
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1978
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-assembly-ab1978-johnson.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1978
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2104
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-assembly-ab2104-carrillo.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2104
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2152
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-assembly-ab2152-mgonzalez.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2152
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Bill No. 

(Advocate) 

Bill No. (Author) 

Description and Updates 
Judicial Council 

Position Sponsor Status as of  
August 20, 2026 

including any potential appeals to the court of appeal or the Supreme Court, to be resolved, to the 
extent feasible, within 365 calendar days of the filing of the certified record of proceedings with 
the court. 

AB 2231 (Heather 
Resetarits) 

AB 2231 (Ahrens) California Environmental Quality Act: hospital projects 

As amended April 22, 2026 
Establishes a streamlined procedure for the administrative and judicial review of the 
environmental review and approvals granted for an environmental leadership hospital campus 
project, defined by the bill as a construction project of a hospital campus in the City of Emeryville 
or of the City of Santa Clara, under certain conditions. Requires the city council of the City of 
Emeryville or of Santa Clara, as the lead agency for the hospital campus project, to certify the 
project for the streamlined judicial review, as specified, if it finds the project will meet those 
conditions. Requires the project applicant of the environmental leadership hospital campus project 
to take certain actions in order for those specified procedures to apply to the project. Requires the 
Judicial Council, on or before July 1, 2027, to adopt rules of court establishing procedures 
requiring actions or proceedings seeking judicial review of the certification of an environmental 
impact report for an environmental leadership hospital campus project or the granting of any 
project approval, including any appeals to the court of appeal or the Supreme Court, to be 
resolved, to the extent feasible, within 270 calendar days of the filing of the certified record of 
proceedings with the court. 

Oppose Author  Status 

Senate floor 

AB 2235 (Tracy 
Kenny) 

AB 2235 (Pacheco) The Judicial Home Security Act 

As amended July 2, 2026 

Establishes the Judicial Home Security Act, creating a Judicial Home Security Program 
administered by the Attorney General’s Office. Modeled after California’s Safe At Home 
Program, AB 2235 authorizes judicial officers to use an alternate mailing address in place of their 
home address in public records. Requires the alternate address to be a post office box or personal 
mailbox. Allows that address to be used on all public records, including by the County Assessor 
and Recorder offices as a substitute for the program participant’s situs address on real property 
deeds, real estate records, and any other records containing the home address of a program 
participant. Authorizes disclosure of records for specific purposes including in matters relating to 
real estate transactions. Authorizes the Attorney General’s office to charge a fee to cover the costs 
of providing the program. 

Support California Judges 
Association 

Status 

Held in Senate 
Appropriations Committee 

AB 2393 (Heather 
Resetarits) 

AB 2393 (Addis) False imprisonment: false arrest: remedies 

As amended March 16, 2026 

Authorizes a prevailing plaintiff in an action based on false imprisonment or false arrest to elect to 
receive, in lieu of actual damages, $10,000 for each of the specified acts committed by the 
defendant in the perpetration of the false imprisonment or false arrest. Makes defendants liable for 
the amount in damages for an incident of false imprisonment or false arrest jointly and severally 
liable. Limits the aggregate award to a person to $250,000 per incident of false imprisonment or 
false arrest. Exempts causes of action brought against a peace officer or custodial officer or 
directly against a public entity that employs a peace officer or custodial officer. 

No position 

 

*No letter* 

Consumer Attorneys of 
California 

Status 

Senate floor 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2231
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-assembly-ab2231-ahrens.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2231
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2235
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-assembly-ab2235-pacheco_1.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2235
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2393
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2393
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Bill No. 

(Advocate) 

Bill No. (Author) 

Description and Updates 
Judicial Council 

Position Sponsor Status as of  
August 20, 2026 

AB 2524 (Tracy 
Kenny) 

AB 2524 (Gipson) Pupils: work permits: juvenile court 

As amended April 27, 2026 
Authorizes a work permit to be issued by a juvenile court to minors who are under the jurisdiction 
of the juvenile court. Provides that a court may issue a work permit if it finds that it is in the best 
interests of the child and is issued on a form that contains the information currently found on 
work permits issued by schools. Requires the court to provide written notice, within 60 days of 
issuing the work permit, to the minor’s school district, charter school, or private school personnel 
responsible for issuing work permits. Authorizes the school district, charter school, or private 
school to revoke a work permit issued by a judicial officer. 
 
UPDATE: 
As amended June 8, 2026, shifts the authority for issuing the work permit for dependent youth to 
their child welfare agency and for juvenile justice youth to the probation agency.  

Oppose unless 
amended, neutral 
if amended 

 

 

 

 

 

Remove 
opposition 

Parents, 
Educators/Teachers and 
Students in Action 

Status 

Senate floor 

AB 2783 (Morgan 
Lardizabal) 

AB 2783 (Committee on Judiciary) Court reporting 

As amended June 3, 2026 
Adds successful completion of the Registered Professional Reporter (RPR) nationally recognized 
certification administered through the National Court Reporters Association (NCRA) to the list of 
examinations that satisfy the dictation/transcription component of the California state court 
reporter licensing exam and extends the termination date for the remote court reporting pilot 
project from July 1, 2026 out to July 1, 2028. Provides an urgency clause to allow the bill to go 
into effect upon signature by the Governor as the current expiration date of the pilot project is 
July 1 of this year. 

Support National Court Reporters 
Association 

Status 

Senate Floor 

SB 562 (Mureed 
Rasool) 

SB 562 (Ashby) Bail 

As amended June 16, 2026 
States that, if within 21 days after a defendant posts bond, the terms and conditions of the bond 
are changed/altered or if the charges are dismissed, either by order of the court or motion of the 
district attorney, the court shall, after a hearing, order a compensated surety to refund up to 80 
percent of the premium paid by the defendant if: 

1) Necessary and supported by factual findings, 
2) The court finds one party unfairly benefits or receives something of value at another 

party’s expense, and; 
3) The interests of justice require them to return the maximum allowable premium or 

otherwise compensate the other party. 
Provides that reincarceration of the defendant on separate charges is not included among the 
additional grounds for exoneration of the surety. 
 
States that if more than 30 days have elapsed after posting a bond by a defendant, the court shall 
not order the refund of any premium. However, specifies that the 30-day limitation applies only to 
the interval between the posting of the bond and any changes in its terms or conditions, and not to 
the time within which an order for refund of bond premium shall be entered. 

Oppose 

 

*No letter* 

Author Status 

Held in Assembly 
Appropriations Committee 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2524
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-assembly-ab2524-gipson.pdf
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-assembly-ab2524-gipson.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2524
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2783
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-assembly-ab2783-committee-judiciary.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2783
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB562
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB562
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Bill No. 

(Advocate) 

Bill No. (Author) 

Description and Updates 
Judicial Council 

Position Sponsor Status as of  
August 20, 2026 

SB 873 (Tracy 
Kenny) 

SB 873 (Reyes) Courthouses: privilege from civil arrest 

As amended June 15, 2026 
Prohibits a person traveling to or from, or while present at, a courthouse as defined for any lawful 
activity from being subject to civil arrest. Provides the Attorney General and a person subject to 
civil arrest the authority to bring a civil action for a violation of that prohibition. 
 
Requires courthouse security personnel who are aware that a local, state, or federal law 
enforcement representative has entered a courthouse on official business to do the following: (1) 
request that they identify themselves and their purpose, and (2) request a copy of a valid judicial 
warrant for any arrest. Provides that courts, judicial officers, and court employees are not subject 
to enforcement actions as described above for acting lawfully to maintain safety and order in the 
courts. Requires Judicial Council to annually prepare and publish on its website a report regarding 
civil arrests at courthouses pursuant to Rule 10.440 of the California Rules of Court. 

Support California Public 
Defenders Association, 
California Rural Legal 
Assistance Foundation, 
Inland 

Coalition for Immigrant 
Justice, and the Western 
Center on Law and 
Poverty 

Status 

Assembly floor 

SB 1097 (Heather 
Resetarits) 

SB 1097 (Wiener) California Environmental Quality Act: electrical distribution: clean energy: 
exemptions: standard of review 

As amended March 25, 2026 

Exempts from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) any projects that consist of the 
inspection, maintenance, repair, restoration, reconditioning, reconductoring with advanced 
conductors, replacement, or removal of a transmission wire or cable used to conduct electricity or 
other piece of equipment that is directly attached to the wire or cable and that meet certain 
requirements. If a lead agency determines that such a project is exempt from CEQA, SB 1097 
requires the lead agency to file a notice of exemption with the Office of Land Use and Climate 
Innovation and with the county clerk in each county in which the project is located. Establishes a 
modified approval process for a lead agency to follow when approving specified clean energy 
generation, storage, and transmission projects. Further requires that any challenge to a negative 
declaration or a mitigated negative declaration to be resolved, to the extent feasible, within 270 
days of the filing of the certified record of proceedings with the court. 

UPDATE: 

April 23, 2026, amendments accepted in the Senate Environmental Quality Committee remove 
most provisions of the bill and recast the remaining proposed section of Public Resources Code 
§21080.39 which provides for exemptions from CEQA for transmission projects that replace, 
repair, inspect, restore, reconductor with advanced reconductors, remove transmission wire or 
cable used to conduct electricity on non-sensitive and sensitive lands. 

Oppose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remove 
opposition 

*No letter* 

Abundance Network 

Prosperity Action 

Rural County 
Representatives of 
California 

Status 

Held in Senate 
Appropriations Committee 

SB 1112 (Heather 
Resetarits) 

SB 1112 (Archuleta) Vehicles: towing companies and storage facilities 

As amended June 17, 2026 

Authorizes the registered or legal owner, lienholder, or insurer of an impounded vehicle to post a 
bond or other adequate security with the clerk of the court in the county where the vehicle is 
stored before the sale of the vehicle by a towing company, impound yard, or storage facility. 
Requires the court, upon the posting of the bond, to issue a certificate directing the towing 
company, impound yard, or storage facility to release the vehicle to the party who posted the 
bond. Requires the party that posted the bond to initiate judicial proceedings alleging certain 

Oppose Enterprise Mobility Status 

Held in Assembly 
Appropriations Committee 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB873
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-senate-sb873-reyes.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB873
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1097
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1097
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1112
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-senate-sb1112-archuleta.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1112
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Bill No. 

(Advocate) 

Bill No. (Author) 

Description and Updates 
Judicial Council 

Position Sponsor Status as of  
August 20, 2026 

causes of action within 10 court days after the issuance of the certificate. Imposes a civil penalty 
against a towing company, impound yard, storage facility or auto body shop, for a violation of 
these provisions. Exempts certain towing companies, storage companies, or impound yards from 
these provisions when a vehicle was towed at the request of the Department of the California 
Highway Patrol, a local law enforcement agency, the Department of Transportation, or a local 
transportation department or agency. 

SB 1157 (Tracy 
Kenny) 

SB 1157 (Archuleta) Juveniles: secure youth treatment facilities: less restrictive programs 

As amended April 22, 2026 
Requires the Judicial Council, by January 1, 2028, to develop and adopt guidelines to assist the 
court in determining whether a particular less restrictive program is an appropriate placement for 
a ward. Requires the guidelines to direct the court to consider specified topics, including whether 
and what type of insurance coverage a program is required to possess; the training a program’s 
staff has received; whether a residential program has conducted a criminal background check of 
prospective employees; whether a program has demonstrated ability to address the risk needs of 
wards being transferred to the less restrictive program; whether a program has provided proof of 
notice to the city and county in which it operates; and whether a program utilizing residential 
facilities meets state and local zoning and land use requirements for residential facilities. 
 
UPDATE: 
As amended June 22, 2026, removes the requirement that the Judicial Council adopt guidelines 
and instead requires a court, when determining whether to place a ward committed to a secure 
youth treatment facility in a less restrictive program in which the ward would reside in congregate 
residential care, to consider specified information about the program and to state on the record the 
reason for the placement. 

Oppose unless 
amended 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remove 
opposition 

Chief Probation Officers 
of California 

Status 

Held in Assembly 
Appropriations Committee 

SB 1160 (Morgan 
Lardizabal) 

SB 1160 (Durazo) Judicial Council: eviction data reporting 

As amended March 23, 2026 

Requires each court to report the following unlawful detainer data for cases filed on or after 
January 1, 2027 on a monthly basis to the Judicial Council: 

- Cases filed each month 
- Cases subject to default, stipulated, or other types of pretrial judgments 
- Cases that were bench trials and cases that were jury trials 
- Cases dismissed before trial at plaintiff’s request 

Requires the Judicial Council to post an electronic spreadsheet every four months. 

UPDATE: 

As amended August 15, 2026 
Makes the bill contingent upon an appropriation in the Budget Act.  
As of July 1, 2032, requires the Judicial Council to assess a timeline for when courts will be able 
to submit unlawful detainer data (specifically – cases filed each month, cases subject to default, 
stipulated, and other types of pre and post-trial judgments, and cases dismissed at the plaintiff’s 
request or by order of the court) to the Judicial Council on a quarterly basis. For courts able, 

Oppose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remove 
opposition 

What We All Deserve and 
Strategic Actions for a 
Just Economy 

Status 

Assembly Floor 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1157
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-senate-sb1157-archuleta.pdf
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-senate-sb1157-archuleta.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1157
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1160
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-senate-sb1160-durazo.pdf
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-senate-sb1160-durazo.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1160
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Bill No. 

(Advocate) 

Bill No. (Author) 

Description and Updates 
Judicial Council 

Position Sponsor Status as of  
August 20, 2026 

requires data to begin being shared on January 1, 2033 and requires all courts to begin reporting 
by January 1, 2034. Requires the Judicial Council to publicly post the data in an electronic 
spreadsheet annually beginning January 1, 2034. Allows any county with a five-year average of 
100 or fewer unlawful detainer cases to be reported at the county level.  

SB 1164 (Heather 
Resetarits) 

SB 1164 (Cervantes) Elections 

As amended August 13, 2026 

Repeals and replaces the California Voting Rights Act of 2001 (CVRA) with a new California 
Voting Rights Act of 2026. Prohibits a political subdivision or state agency from implementing, 
imposing, or enforcing any election policy or practice that results in, is likely to result in, or is 
motivated by the intent to result in, voter suppression. Prohibits a political subdivision from 
employing any method of election that will likely have the effect of, or is motivated by the intent 
to, diluting the vote of protected class members. Sets forth various factors that courts could, and 
could not, consider when evaluating whether voter suppression or vote dilution exists within a 
political subdivision. States that the Attorney General, or any individual or entity aggrieved by a 
violation of the prohibitions on voter suppression and vote dilution, would have standing to bring 
an action, and those actions would be subject to expedited pretrial, trial, and appellate 
proceedings. Permits a plaintiff to file an action if the political subdivision has not, within 45 
days, passed a resolution outlining its intention to transition from at-large to district-based 
elections, passed a resolution outlining its intention to make changes to its district-based method 
of election, or sought approval from a court to implement a different, appropriate remedy. 
Authorizes a plaintiff to file an action against a political subdivision at any time if the action is for 
a preliminary injunction with respect to an upcoming election, another party has already 
submitted a notice letter alleging a substantially similar violation and over 45 days have passed, 
or the prospect of obtaining relief would otherwise be futile. Authorizes a plaintiff to recover their 
costs, which would be capped at $25,000 for attorneys’ fees and $50,000 for all other costs, 
subject to an annual inflation adjustment. Prohibits any political subdivision from enacting or 
administering any covered practice without obtaining preapproval from the Attorney General, if 
the political subdivision, within the previous 10 years, has entered into a settlement agreement 
admitting liability for a violation of, or been found by a court to have violated, this bill, the 
federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, the federal Civil Rights Act of 1964 concerning the right to 
vote of protected class members, the First, Fourteenth, or Fifteenth Amendments to the United 
States Constitution concerning the right to vote for protected class members, or any other state or 
federal law concerning the right to vote for protected class members. Authorizes the Attorney 
General to grant preapproval to a political subdivision only if the covered practice will not 
diminish the equal opportunity or ability of members of the protected class to participate in the 
political process or elect candidates of choice and the covered practice is unlikely to violate the 
provisions of the bill. Requires any law, regulation, charter, ordinance, or other enactment of the 
state or any political subdivision relating to voting to be construed liberally in favor of (1) making 
voting, the fundamental right to vote, and ability to participate in the democratic process more 
accessible; (2) safeguarding and vindicating the voting rights of all voters; and (3) ensuring 
members of a protected class have full access to relief from discrimination in voting. 

Neutral if 
amended 

 

California Democracy 
Partnership 

Status 

Assembly floor 

SB 1208 (Mureed 
Rasool) 

SB 1208 (Grayson) Money laundering: digital financial assets 

As amended August 13, 2026 

Oppose unless 
amended 

 

California Department of 
Justice 

Status 

Assembly floor 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1164
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-senate-sb1164-cervantes.pdf
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-senate-sb1164-cervantes.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1164
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1208
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1208
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Bill No. 

(Advocate) 

Bill No. (Author) 

Description and Updates 
Judicial Council 

Position Sponsor Status as of  
August 20, 2026 

Mandates new requirements for search warrants in cases involving digital financial assets and 
establishes a civil asset forfeiture proceeding for such seized assets.  

*No letter* 

SB 1364 (Tracy 
Kenny) 

SB 1364 (Menjivar) Child custody 

As amended April 30, 2026 
Clarifies that a court, when determining the best interest of a child for purposes of making a 
custody order, should consider, as part of its consideration of a parent’s history of abuse by one 
parent of the other parent, abuse that resulted in the conception of the child. Modifies the 
provision prohibiting an award of custody for a person who was convicted of rape that resulted in 
the conception of the child, to provide that no award of custody or visitation shall be made when 
the person has been convicted of sexual assault, as defined in Penal Code section 11165.6, and the 
child was conceived as a result of, or born within 300 days after, that act against the victim. 
Provides that, upon a finding by a court, by clear and convincing evidence, that a party seeking 
custody of a child perpetrated an act of sexual assault that resulted in the conception of the child, 
there is a rebuttable presumption that an award of sole or joint physical or legal custody of a child 
to the person who perpetrated the sexual assault is detrimental to the best interest of the child. 
Provides that a man shall not be presumed to be the natural father of a child if the child was 
conceived as a result of, or born within 300 days after, an act of sexual assault, against the child’s 
mother and the father was convicted of, or is found by clear and convincing evidence to have 
committed that act. Provides that this restriction does not apply if, after the date of the sexual 
assault, the child’s natural mother and the father voluntarily share the rights and responsibilities of 
rearing that child, including frequent and continuing contact with the child. Provides that the 
mother of a child may bring a proceeding against the father of the child to have the child declared 
free from the father’s custody and control of the child, where the child was conceived as a result 
of an act of sexual assault against the mother of the child and the father is found, by clear and 
convincing evidence, to have committed that act. Provides that there is a conclusive presumption 
that a father found to have committed the sexual assault is unfit to have custody or control of the 
child, unless, after the date of the sexual assault, the child’s natural mother and the father 
voluntarily share the rights and responsibilities of rearing that child, including frequent and 
continuing contact with the child. 

No position 

 

*No letter* 

RAINN (Rape, Abuse and 
Incest National Network) 

Status 

Assembly floor 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1364
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1364


 
Appendix 

Status of 2025–2026 Judicial Council–Sponsored Legislation 

A 

Bill No. 

(Advocate) 

Bill No. (Author) 

Description and Updates 
Sponsor Status as of  

August 20, 2026 

AB 2789 (Tracy 
Kenny) 

AB 2798 (Judiciary Committee) Mediation: child custody and visitation 

As introduced March 16, 2026 

Requires all parties to be given written notice of mediation, including, 
among others, by court staff when all parties are present for a court 
hearing. Requires the court to develop a notice of mediation that includes 
that all communications between the mediator and the disputing parties or a 
protective order is in effect, that the mediator is required to meet with the 
parties separately and at separate times at the request of the party alleging 
domestic violence, as specified.  

Judicial Council  Status 

Enrolled and presented to 
the Governor 

SB 1427 (Morgan 
Lardizabal) 

SB 1427 (Committee on Public Safety) Public safety omnibus 

As amended May 5, 2026 

Among other things, amends Penal Code section 1463.007 and 
Government Code section 68514. The amendments allow for courts 
collection programs to report based on collections entity rather than 
activity and aligns reporting language to mirror current practices and 
authorities related to court debt collections. 

Judicial Council Status 

Enrolled and presented to 
the Governor 

 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2789
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-assembly-ab2789-jud-cmtee.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2789
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1427
https://courts.ca.gov/system/files/file/ga-position-letter-25-26-senate-sb1427-comm-ps.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB1427

