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Prevelance
An alarming number of children who are commercially sexually exploited have prior histories of abuse 
and neglect. A recent study of Bay Area commercially sexually exploited youth found more than 75% of 
the 113 youth studied had experienced child abuse or neglect, and nearly seventy percent had a history 
Of-traUmal-ReSearCherS-haWe-fOUad-that-Chi|d-SexUa|-abUSe-iaCreaSeS-the-riSk-Of-exp|OitatOa-aad-iS-the- 
mOSt-COmmOa-CharaCteriStC-Of-COmmerCia||l-SexUa||l-exp|Oited-1ir|Sl-

AdditOaa||ly-theSe-lOUth-haWe-a-hiStOrl-Of-frezUeat-fami|l-diSrUptOaS-dUria1-their-Chi|dhOOd—expO - 
SUre-tO-a|COhO|-aad-SUbStaaCe-abUSey-WitaeSSia1-dOmeStC-aad-COmmUaitl-WiO|eaCey-aadfOr-the-|OSS-Of- 
a-pareatl-TheSe-faCtOrS-OFea-reSU|t-ia-Chi|d-We|fare-iaWO|Wemeat-aad-p|aCemeat-ia-fOSter-hOmeSy-1rOUp- 
hOmeS-Or-reSideata|-treatmeat-Seta1Sl-OUtiOfihOme-p|aCemeat-mal-tri11er-pateraS-Of-rUaaia1-aWaly- 
WhiCh-iaCreaSeS-lOUthS7-WU|aerabi|itl-tO-exp|OiterS-WhO-tar1et-thiS-pOpU|atOal--“Exp|OiterS-kaOW-Where- 
fOSter-Care-1rOUp-hOmeS-are-aad-thel-direCt|l-reCrUit-1ir|S-frOm-theSe-Seta1S—thel-prel-Oa-the-kidS- 
thel-kaOW-are-the-mOSt-WU|aerab|el-Exp|OiterS-a|SO-USe-COerCiOa-aad-threatS-tO-fOrCe-theSe-lOUa1-1ir|S- 
to recruit other youth living in the group home.” 2

\OUth-WhO-ideatfl-aS-LeSbiaa-Gal-iiSexUa|-TraaS1eader-Or-QUeStOaia1--(LGiTQ)-are-diSprOpOrtOaate|l- 
repreSeated-ia-the-Chi|d-We|fare-SlSteml-Thel-fad-themSe|WeS-ia-the-fOSter-Care-SlStem-fOr-tWO-primarl- 
reaSOaS—thel-are-kiCked-OUt-Of-their-hOmeS-Or-experieaCe-WiO|eaCe-Or-Chi|d-abUSe-beCaUSe-Of-their- 
SexUa|-OrieatatOa-Or-1eader-aOaiCOafOrmitll-OaCe-ia-the-CUStOdl-Of-the-Chi|d-We|fare-SlStemy-LGiTQ- 
lOUth-OFea-experieaCe-fUrther-exC|USiOa-aad-ridiCU|ey-reSU|ta1-ia-a-|ar1e-aUmber-Of-LGiTQ-lOUth- 
becoming homeless. While on the run or homeless, these vulnerable youths are targeted by exploiters. 
MOre-thaa-Oae-ia-fOUr-hOme|eSS-LGiTQ-Chi|dreay-aad-C|OSe-tO-ha|f-Of-1al-Or-biSexUa|-bOlSy-haWe-beea- 
WiCtmS-Of-trafCkia1l

Commercial Sexual 
Exp|OitatOae--The- 
|aterSeCtOa-With- 
Child Welfare

“ieia1-ia-fOSter-Care-WaS-the-  perfect training for commercial sexual 
exp|OitatOal--|-WaS-USed-tO-beia1-mOWed-WithOUt-Waraia1y-WithOUt-aal-  
say, not knowing where I was going or whether I was allowed to pack my 
C|OtheSl--AFer-learS-ia-fOSter-Carey-|-dida7t-thiak-aalOae-WOU|d-Waat-tO-  
take care of me unless they were paid.  So, when my pimp expected me 
to make money to support ‘the family’, it made sense to me.” 1



Chi|d-We|fare-|aterWeatOaS 
COaaeCtCUt-Departmeat-Of-Chi|drea-aad-Fami|ieS-(CDCF)- 
----- -CDCF-SCreeaS-eWerl-Chi|d-WhO-eaterS-itS-SlStem-fOr-hUmaa-trafCkia1-aad-prOWideS-a-COOrdiaated
--------reSpOaSe-tO-addreSS-WiCtmS7-aeedSl-
----- -EaCh-re1iOa-haS-aa-appOiated-HUmaa-TrafCkia1-LiaiSOa-tO-OWerSee-hUmaa-trafCkia1-CaSeSy-eaSUre
--------data-iS-beia1-CO||eCted-aad-repOrtedy-aad-addreSS-COmmUaiCatOa-iSSUeSl 3
----- -CDCF7S-Chi|d-abUSe-hOt|iae-aCCeptS-repOrtS-Of-hUmaa-trafCkia1y-Whether-Or-aOt-the-pareat-Or-
--------1Uardiaa-iS-the-perpetratOry-aad-traCkS-thiS-pOpU|atOa-ia-itS-data-SlSteml
----- -A-TrafCkia1-C|iaiCa|-Team-admiaiSterS-a-baterl-Of-meata|-aad-phlSiCa|-hea|th-aSSeSSmeatS-tO-a||
--------C‘EC-lOUth-Withia-72-hOUrSl
----- -CDCF-prOWideS-SUppOrt-SerWiCeS-tO-C‘EC-lOUth-aad-their-fami|ieSy-iaC|Udia1-COmmUaitl-SerWiCeSy
        safety planning, and personal development. 
----- -CDCF-traiaS-fOSter-pareatSy-COa1re1ate-Care-faCi|itl-Stafy-aad-CaSeWOrkerS-Oa-hOW-tO-WOrk-With-C‘ECl-

F|Orida-Departmeat-Of-Chi|drea-aad-Fami|ieS-(FDCF) 
FDCF-haS-eaaCted-Simi|ar-pO|iCieS-aad-praCtCeS-Withia-itS-Chi|d-We|fare-SlStemy-aad-beCame-the-frSt-State-
tO-iaC|Ude-hUmaa-trafCkia1-aS-a-fOrm-Of-ma|treatmeat-Uader-the-Chi|d-abUSe-repOrta1-1Uide|iaeSl-FDCF-
Created-a-HUmaa-TrafCkia1-WOrkia1-GrOUp-that-haS-traiaed-abUSe-hOt|iae-Staf-tO-SCreea-fOr-pOteata|-
hUmaa-trafCkia1-CaSeS-aad-iaitate-iaWeSt1atOaS-baSed-Oa-a||e1atOaS-Of-trafCkia1l-

|||iaOiS-Departmeat-Of-Chi|drea-aad-Fami|l-‘erWiCeS-(|DCF‘) 
Like-COaaeCtCUt-aad-F|Oriday-|DCF‘-haS-ameaded-itS-Chi|d-abUSe
repOrta1-pO|iCieS-tO-iaC|Ude-a||e1atOaS-Of-hUmaa-trafCkia1l-
The-hUmaa-trafCkia1-pO|iCl-iaStrUCtS-iaWeSt1atOrS-aad-iatake
perSOaae|-Oa-hOW-tO-ideatfl-WiCtmS-Of-hUmaa-trafCkia1y-the-
eWideaCe-aeCeSSarl-tO-SUppOrt-aa-a||e1atOay-aad-prOCedUreS-tO-
fO||OW-ia-aa-iaWeSt1atOal-|DCF‘-a|SO-CO||eCtS-data-Oa-repOrtS-Of-
hUmaa-trafCkia1y-aad-traCkS-iadiCatOrS-Of-hUmaa-trafCkia1-
baSed-Oa-SeWea-difereat-databaSeSl

Challenges for Child Welfare Systems
----- -LaCk-Of-SlStematC-apprOaCh-fOr-SCreeaia1-aad-ideatflia1-C‘EC-aad-thOSe-atiriSky-eSpeCia||l-LGiTQ 
        youth and boys.
----- -|aadezUate-data-SlStemS-aad-meChaaiSmS-fOr-traCkia1-C‘ECl 
----- -LaCk-Of-Safe-aad-SpeCia|iied-p|aCemeatS 
----- -LaCk-Of-traiaia1-fOr-a1eaCl-Staf-WhO-iateraCt-With-C‘ECy-iaC|Udia1-SChOO|Sy-hea|th-Carey-hOSpita| 
--------emer1eaCl-rOOmSy-meata|-hea|thy-COUrtSy-COmmUaitl-partaerSy-faithibaSed-Or1aaiiatOaSy-|aW- 
--------eafOrCemeaty-Chi|d-We|farey-prObatOay-p|aCemeat-prOWiderSy-lOUth-aad-fami|ieSl- 
----- -|aCOaSiSteaCl-ia-|aa1Ua1e-USed-aCrOSS-Chi|diSerWia1-SlStemS-With-reSpeCt-tO-C‘ECl 
----- -LaCk-Of-SpeCia|iied-p|aCemeatS-that-iaC|Ude-Stabi|iiatOay-SUppOrty-traUmaiiafOrmed-Carey-traaSitOa 
--------p|aaaia1y-aad-aFeriCarel 
----- -|aSUfCieat-CrOSS-SlStem-CO||abOratOa-iaC|Udia1-iafOrmatOa-Sharia1-fOr-lOUth-WhO-are-mU|tiSlStem 
        involved. 
----- -|aadezUate-fUadS-aad-fUadia1-Strate1ieS-tO-|eWera1e-exiSta1-reSOUrCeSy-el1ly-fUadia1-tO-maiataia 
--------p|aCemeatS-Whi|e-lOUth-are-miSSia1y-Or-“AWOLl” 
----- -LaCk-Of-eWideaCe-baSed-preWeatOa-aad-iaterWeatOa-Strate1ieSl

“WithOUt-SpeCia|iied-p|aCemeatS-  
aad-Other-eSSeata|-prOteCtWe-  
services and resources our hands 
are-ted-—-We-are-|earaia1-tO-  
ideatfl-WiCtmS-bUt-haWe-aOWhere-  
to turn when they ask for help.  It   
is a crisis.” 4

Kate Walker 
AtOrael-&-EzUa|-(UStCe-WOrkS-Fe||OW 

NatOaa|-Ceater-fOr-\OUth-LaW 
‘pOaSOred-bl-Pi||SbUrl-WiathrOp-‘haW-Pitmaa-LLP-FOUadatOa-

WWWlChhSlCal1OWfiaitatWeSfCaChi|dWe|fareCOUaCi|f
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