Agency Adoption Application Process

Application Packet Includes:

Adoption Application

Application(s) for Live Scan (criminal/child abuse clearance for all adults
living in home)

Physicals on applicants (current within 6 months of application)

TB tests on all adults in home (current within one year)

Certified copy of all marriage/divorce decrees

Personal Applicant Questionnaires

References

Employment Verifications

Applicants will have at least three face-to-face interviews with the adoptions
social worker.

Applicants are required to attend adoptions-specific trainings.

Psycho-Social criteria assessed throughout the adoption home study process:

Personal Characteristics and History of Each Applicant
Marital/Domestic Partner Relationship History

Parent/Child (Minor and Adult Children) Relationship History
Extended Family Relationships

Physical/Social Environment

General Parenting Experience

Specialized Parenting Experience

Adoption Issues

*These areas are scored and given numerical ratings and discussed within
the written home study.
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Family Code 8710.

(a) If a child is being considered for adoption, the department, county adoption
agency, or licensed adoption agency shall first consider adoptive placement in the
home of a relative or, in the case of an Indian child, according to the placement
preferences and standards set out in subdivisions (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), and (i)
of Section 361.31 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. However, if the birth parent
refuses to consider a relative or sibling placement, if a relative is not available, if
placement with an available relative is not in the child’s best interest, or if
placement would permanently separate the child from other siblings who are being
considered for adoption or who are in foster care and an alternative placement
would not require the permanent separation, the foster parent or parents of the
child shall be considered with respect to the child along with all other prospective
adoptive parents where all of the following conditions are present:

(1) The child has been in foster care with the foster parent or parents for a period
of more than four months.

(2) The child has substantial emotional ties to the foster parent or parents.

(3) The child’s removal from the foster home would be seriously detrimental to the
child’s well-being.

(4) The foster parent or parents have made a written request to be considered to
adopt the child.

(b) In the case of an Indian child whose foster parent or parents or other
prospective adoptive parents do not fall within the placement preferences
established in subdivision (c) or (d) of Section 361.31 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code, the foster parent or parents or other prospective adoptive
parents shall only be considered if the court finds, supported by clear and
convincing evidence, that good cause exists to deviate from these placement
preferences.

(c) This section does not apply to a child who has been adjudged a dependent of
the juvenile court pursuant to Section 300 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.

(d) Upon a request to move a child from a prospective adoptive home for the
purpose of placement with siblings or other relatives, the court shall consider the
best interests of the child.

(Amended by Stats, 2012, Ch. 35, Sec. 23. Effective June 27, 2012.)



WIC 16002

(a) It is the intent of the Legislature to maintain the continuity of the family unit,
and ensure the preservation and strengthening of the child’s family ties by ensuring
that when siblings have been removed from their home, either as a group on one
occurrence or individually on separate occurrences, the siblings will be placed in
foster care together, unless it has been determined that placement together is
contrary to the safety or well-being of any sibling. The Legislature recognizes that
in order to ensure the placement of a sibling group in the same foster care
placement, placement resources need to be expanded.

(b) The responsible local agency shall make a diligent effort in all out-of-home
placements of dependent children, including those with relatives, to place siblings
together in the same placement, and to develop and maintain sibling relationships.
If siblings are not placed together in the same home, the social worker shall explain
why the siblings are not placed together and what efforts he or she is making to
place the siblings together or why making those efforts would be contrary to the
safety and well-being of any of the siblings. When placement of siblings together in
the same home is not possible, a diligent effort shall be made, and a case plan
prepared, to provide for ongoing and frequent interaction among siblings until
family reunification is achieved, or, if parental rights are terminated, as part of
developing the permanent plan for the child. If the court determines by clear and
convincing evidence that sibling interaction-is contrary to the safety and well-being
of any of the siblings, the reasons for the determination shall be noted in the court
order, and interaction shall be suspended.

(c) When there has been a judicial suspension of sibling interaction, the reasons for
the suspension shall be reviewed at each periodic review hearing pursuant to
Section 366. When the court determines that sibling interaction can be safely
resumed, that determination shall be noted in the court order and the case plan
shall be revised to provide for sibling interaction.

(d) If the case plan for the child has provisions for sibling interaction, the child, or
his or her parent or legal guardian shall have the right to comment on those
provisions. If a person wishes to assert a sibling relationship with a dependent
child, he or she may file a petition in the juvenile court having jurisdiction over the
dependent child pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 388.

(e) If parental rights are terminated and the court orders a dependent child to be
placed for adoption, the county adoption agency or the State Department of Social
Services shall take all of the following steps to facilitate ongoing sibling contact,
except in those cases provided in subdivision (b) where the court determines by
clear and convincing evidence that sibling interaction is contrary to the safety or
well-being of the child:

(1) Include in training provided to prospective adoptive parents information about
the importance of sibling relationships to the adopted child and counseling on
methods for maintaining sibling relationships. ;



(2) Provide prospective adoptive parents with information about siblings of the
child, except the address where the siblings of the children reside. However, this
address may be disclosed by court order for good cause shown.

(3) Encourage prospective adoptive parents to make a plan for facilitating
postadoptive contact between the child who is the subject of a petition for adoption
and any siblings of this child.

(f) Information regarding sibling interaction, contact, or visitation that has been
authorized or ordered by the court shall be provided to the foster parent, relative
caretaker, or legal guardian of the child as soon as possible after the court order is
made, in order to facilitate the interaction, contact, or visitation.

(g) As used in this section, “sibling” means a child related to another person by
blood, adoption, or affinity through a common legal or biological parent.

(h) The court documentation on sibling placements required under this section shall
not require the modification of existing court order forms until the Child Welfare
Services Case Management System is implemented on a statewide basis.

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 35, Sec. 102, Effective June 27, 2012.)



WIC 366.26 (n)

(n) (1) Notwithstanding Section 8704 of the Family Code or any other provision of
law, the court, at a hearing held pursuant to this section or anytime thereafter, may
designate a current caretaker as a prospective adoptive parent if the child has lived
with the caretaker for at least six months, the caretaker currently expresses a
commitment to adopt the child, and the caretaker has taken at least one step to
facilitate the adoption process. In determining whether to make that designation,
the court may take into consideration whether the caretaker is listed in the
preliminary assessment prepared by the county department in accordance with
subdivision (i) of Section 366.21 as an appropriate person to be considered as an
adoptive parent for the child and the recommendation of the State Department of
Social Services, county adoption agency, or licensed adoption agency.

(2) For purposes of this subdivision, steps to facilitate the adoption process include,
but are not limited to, the following:

(A) Applying for an adoption home study.

(B) Cooperating with an adoption home study.

(C) Being designated by the court or the adoption agency as the adoptive family.
(D) Requesting de facto parent status. :

(E) Signing an adoptive placement agreement.

(F) Engaging in discussions regarding a postadoption contact agreement.

(G) Working to overcome any impediments that have been identified by the State
Department of Social Services, county adoption agency, or licensed adoption
agency.

(H) Attending classes required of prospective adoptive parents.

(3) Prior to a change in placement and as soon as possible after a decision is made
to remove a child from the home of a designated prospective adoptive parent, the
agency shall notify the court, the designated prospective adoptive parent or the
current caretaker, if that caretaker would have met the threshold criteria to be
designated as a prospective adoptive parent pursuant to paragraph (1) on the date
of service of this notice, the child’s attorney, and the child, if the child is 10 years of
age or older, of the proposal in the manner described in Section 16010.6.

(A) Within five court days or seven calendar days, whichever is longer, of the date
of notification, the child, the child’s attorney, or the designated prospective
adoptive parent may file a petition with the court objecting to the proposal to
remove the child, or the court, upon its own motion, may set a hearing regarding
the proposal. The court may, for good cause, extend the filing period. A caretaker
who would have met the threshold criteria to be designated as a prospective
adoptive parent pursuant to paragraph (1) on the date of service of the notice of
proposed removal of the child may file, together with the petition under this
subparagraph, a petition for an order designating the caretaker as a prospective
adoptive parent for purposes of this subdivision.

(B) A hearing ordered pursuant to this paragraph shall be held as soon as possible
and not later than five court days after the petition is filed with the court or the
court sets a hearing upon its own motion, unless the court for good cause is unable
to set the matter for hearing five court days after the petition is filed, in which case
the court shall set the matter for hearing as soon as possible. At the hearing, the
court shall determine whether the caretaker has met the threshold criteria to be



designated as a prospective adoptive parent pursuant to paragraph (1), and
whether the proposed removal of the child from the home of the designated
prospective adoptive parent is in the child’s best interest, and the child may not be
removed from the home of the designated prospective adoptive parent unless the
court finds that removal is in the child’s best interest. If the court determines that
the caretaker did not meet the threshold criteria to be designated as a prospective
adoptive parent on the date of service of the notice of proposed removal of the
child, the petition objecting to the proposed removal filed by the caretaker shall be
dismissed. If the caretaker was designated as a prospective adoptive parent prior to
this hearing, the court shall inquire into any progress made by the caretaker
towards the adoption of the child since the caretaker was designated as a
prospective adoptive parent.

(C) A determination by the court that the caretaker is a designated prospective
adoptive parent pursuant to paragraph (1) or subparagraph (B) does not make the
caretaker a party to the dependency proceeding nor does it confer on the caretaker
any standing to object to any other action of the department, county adoption
agency, or licensed adoption agency, unless the caretaker has been declared a de
facto parent by the court prior to the notice of removal served pursuant to
paragraph (3). :

(D) If a petition objecting to the proposal to remove the child is not filed, and the
court, upon its own motion, does not set a hearing, the child may be removed from
the home of the designated prospective adoptive parent without'a hearing.

(4) Notwithstanding paragraph (3), if the State Department of Social Services,
county adoption agency, or licensed adoption agency determines that the child
must be removed from the home of the caretaker who is or may be a designated
prospective adoptive parent immediately, due to a risk of physical or emotional
harm, the agency may remove the child from that home and is not required to
provide notice prior to the removal. However, as soon as possible and not longer
than two. court days after the removal, the agency shall notify the court, the
caretaker who. is or may be a designated prospective adoptive parent, the child’s
attorney, and the child, if the child is 10 years of age or older, of the removal.
Within five court days or seven calendar days, whichever is longer, of the date of
notification of the removal, the child, the child’s attorney, or the caretaker who is or
may be a designated prospective adoptive parent may petition for, or the court on
its own motion may set, a noticed hearing pursuant to paragraph (3). The court
may, for good cause, extend the filing period.

(5) Except as provided in subdivision (b) of Section 366.28, an order by the court
issued after a hearing pursuant to this subdivision shall not be appealable.

(6) Nothing in this section shall preclude a county child protective services agency
from fully investigating and responding to alleged abuse or neglect of a child
pursuant to Section 11165.5 of the Penal Code.

(7) The Judicial Council shall prepare forms to facilitate the filing of the petitions
described in this subdivision, which shall become effective on January 1, 2006.
(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 846, Sec. 23. Effective January 1, 2013.)



