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More than

249,000,000 
prescriptions for opioids were written in 2013 –

enough for every adult in America to have a bottle of 
pills

Turnthetiderx.org
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Source: CDC
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https://addictionfreeca.org/
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Agenda 
• Problem:  Opioid Crisis

• Neurobiology

• Addiction is more than a brain disease…. 

• Solutions:  MOUD  methadone, buprenorphine, naltrexone

• Treatment availability

Acronyms
• MAT – medication-assisted therapy
• MOUD – medications for opioid use disorder
• OAT – opioid agonist treatment
• MMT – methadone maintenance therapy
• NTP – narcotics treatment program
• OTP – opioid treatment program

Addiction – a chronic, relapsing brain disease that is characterized by 
compulsive drug seeking and use, despite harmful consequences
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Rat Park
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Adverse Childhood 
Experiences

Study

• ACE score association 
with adult addiction
• 4 or more result in 

multiple risk factors for 
chronic diseases or 
diseases themselves
• 6 or more results in a 

20-year decrease in life 
expectancy

Why some people and not others? May 29, 2018
New York Times
Nytimes.com

If Addiction Is a Disease, 
Why Is Relapsing a Crime?
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Medications to Treat Opioid Use Disorder

Goals
• Alleviate signs/symptoms of physical withdrawal
• Opioid receptor blockade
• Diminish drug craving
• Normalize and stabilize perturbed brain neurochemistry

Options
• Opioid Antagonist

• Naltrexone (full opioid antagonist)
• Opioid Agonist

• Methadone (full opioid agonist)
• Buprenorphine (partial opioid agonist)
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Agonist
(Full Agonist)

Partial
Agonist

Antagonist 

Full Agonist
methadone, heroin, 
oxycodone, fentayl, etc

Partial Agonist
buprenorphine

Antagonist
naloxone
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National Institute on Drug Abuse. 2010
https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/effective-treatments-opioid-addiction/effective-treatments-opioid-addiction

https://www.recoveryanswers.org/research-post/buprenorphine-methadone-treatment-
among-medicaid-members-reducing-relapse-health-care-costs/



12/11/2019

16



12/11/2019

17

MOUD 
Policy 

Statements

Joint Public Correctional 
Policy was unanimously 
ratified by the American 
Correctional Association 

Delegate Assembly at the 
2018 Winter Conference in 

Orlando, FL. on 
Jan. 9, 2018
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Re-entry Intake Form 

Re-entry form (cont)
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Summary Statistics – Approx. 1,100 Respondents


