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Ability to Pay and Online   
Traffic Adjudication  

Session D 
May 2022  
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Housekeeping  2  

–  http://www.courts.ca.gov/revenue‐distribution.htm

Agenda  

•  Background  
•  Governing Code Section  

Ability to Pay  

•  Onboarding Schedule  
•  What happens: CMS, Litigant, Clerk/Judicial Officer  

MyCitations  

•  Serving Californians  
•  Funding Backfill –  fines and fees  

Fiscal Impacts
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Martha Wright  
Criminal Justice Services  
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2021-22 State Budget Bill  

–  Budget Act of 2021 funds expansion of the   
online ability to pay determinations pilot   
program and provides backfill of associated   
judicial branch revenue reductions.   

–  $7.9 million in FY 2021‐2022  
–  Increases over three years to $58 million   

ongoing annually  
–  Courts onboarded quarterly in cohorts  

–  All 58 trial courts must offer online ability to   
pay by June 30, 2024  
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Gov. Code 68645

Requirements When Determining Ability to Pay

• The tool must recommend at least a 50% reduction for a defendant on benefits 

• Current pilot court tool recommendations vary from 50‐80% for defendants on 
benefits.

• If the defendant on benefits is granted an installment plan, it shall be no more than 
$25 a month. 

• While statute does not mandate specific reduction recommendations for 
defendants not on benefits, pilot program policy has been to treat similarly 
situated defendants similarly. 

• Generally, litigants at poverty levels of 125‐250% receive reduction and payment 
plan similar to those on benefits. 
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Gov. Code 68645

General Guidance

• Each court can configure their own parameters 
for calculator recommendations for reductions.

• In all cases, judicial officers have discretion to 
alter tool recommendation when necessary.

Gov. Code 68645  

–  Courts may not impose administrative fees for 

payment plans, on nondelinquent and 

delinquent accounts, if a defendant makes an 

online or in‐person ability‐to‐pay request.   

–  Determination requests are offered free of charge 

to individual.   

–  Payment plans are offered free of charge to 

individual.   

Administrative Fees  

Administrative costs recovered:  
Nondelinquent: Cost recovered up to $35 (PC 
1463/007(d)) per approved payment plan.  

Delinquent: cost recovered, up to actual, per 
normal collections practices.  

Courts or counties may recover costs as part of their comprehensive 
collection programs, including up to $35 per nondelinquent case.
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Backfill Funding for   
Amounts Reduced  

–  Courts that have adopted the use of MyCitations  will 

receive backfill funding for fines and fees reduced under 

the ability to pay program for both electronic and paper 

submissions.

Suzanne Schleder  
Information Technology  
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Cohort  
Schedule  
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https://calcourts02.sharepoint.com/sites/ATPStatewideRollOut  
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What does MyCitations get from 
the CMS?  

Citation   
Information  Person information  

Status –  
Adjudicated or 
Unadjudicated  

Total Amount Due  Civil Assessment  Collections flag  

Citation image

What happens in 
MyCitations?

– Litigant sees:

– Violation date

– Total Amount due

– Litigant enters:

– Income, Expenses, Household size, benefit 

status

– Plea, waivers if applicable

– Declaration under penalty of perjury
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What the clerk/judicial 
officer sees:

– Litigants Submission

– Indigency Level Comparison

– Citation

– Past Petitions

– Clerk’s comments

Judgment/Order

– Calculator Recommendation

– Judgment/Order

– Reduced Amount

– Payment Plan

– Community Service

– More time to pay
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What the 
litigant gets 
back

– Email

– Judgment/Order
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Questions?

– Training Evaluation

– SurveyMonkey: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r 

/2022SpringSessionD

– Training certificate: 

revenuedistribution@jud.ca.gov
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