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On average, police in the United States shoot and kill more than 1,000 people

every year, according to an ongoing analysis by The Washington Post.

After Michael Brown, an unarmed Black man, was killed in 2014 by police in
Ferguson, Mo., a Post investigation found that data reported to the FBI on fatal

police shootings was undercounted by more than half. That gap has widened in

recent years. By 2021, only a third of departments’ fatal shootings appeared in

the FBI database.

This is largely because local police departments are not required to report these
incidents to the federal government. Also compounding the problem: an

updated FBI system for reporting data and confusion among local law

enforcement about reporting responsibilities.

[Mass shootings: Tracking gun violence in the U.S.]

As part of its investigation, The Post began in 2015 to log every person shot and

killed by an on-duty police officer in the United States. Since then, reporters

have recorded thousands of deaths. In 2022, The Post updated its database to

standardize and publish the names of the police agencies involved in each
shooting to better measure accountability at the department level.

How 2024 compares with previous calendar
years
The number of fatal police shootings has risen slightly in recent years. Police
killed the highest number of people on record in 2023.
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Black Americans are killed at a much higher
rate than White Americans



Although half of the people shot and killed by police are White, Black Americans

are shot at a disproportionate rate. They account for roughly 14 percent of the

U.S. population and are killed by police at more than twice the rate of White
Americans. Hispanic Americans are also killed by police at a disproportionate

rate.

Most victims are young
More than half of people shot and killed by police are between 20 and 40 years

old.
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An overwhelming majority of the victims are male — over 95 percent.

Explore the data
This database contains records of every person shot by an on-duty police officer

since Jan. 1, 2015, as well as the agencies involved in each event. It is updated

regularly as fatal shootings are reported and as facts emerge about individual
cases.
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No body cam footage

Jared Billard

A male, killed in a house in Colchester, Conn.

Departments involved: Colchester Police Department (Conn.)

Sources: WTNH 8 • CT Insider • �e Darien Times

April 18, 2024

No body cam footage

Derrick Smith

A 34-year-old Black man, armed with a piece of wood, killed in a house in Lorain, Ohio.

Departments involved: U.S. Marshals Service (Ohio)

Sources: WJW • �e Morning Journal

April 18, 2024

Fleeing by car • No body cam footage

Steven Scott

A 39-year-old man, armed with a gun, killed in Norcross, Ga.

Departments involved: Gwinnett County Police Department (Ga.)

Sources: Georgia Bureau of Investigation • Fox 5 Atlanta

April 17, 2024

Mental illness related • No body cam footage

Erica Allen

A 26-year-old woman, armed with a knife, killed in a house in Toledo, Ohio.

Departments involved: Toledo Police Department (Ohio)

Sources: WTOL • �e Toledo Blade

April 17, 2024

No body cam footage

Dominique Broadt

A 33-year-old man, armed with a gun, killed in Oakland, Calif.

Departments involved: Oakland Police Department (Calif.)

Sources: ABC10 • KTVU

April 17, 2024
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About this story

Body cam footage

Unknown

An unidenti�ed male, armed with a gun, killed in a park in Long Beach, Calif.

Departments involved: Long Beach Police Department (Calif.)

Sources: ABC 7 • KTLA5

April 17, 2024

No body cam footage

William Charles McBride Jr.

A 41-year-old man, armed with a knife, killed in a gas station in Knoxville, Tenn.

Departments involved: Knoxville Police Department (Tenn.)

Sources: WATE 6 • WVLT 8

April 17, 2024

No body cam footage

Unknown

An unidenti�ed person, armed with a gun, killed in a hotel in Tukwila, Wash.

Departments involved: Seattle Police Department (Wash.)

Sources: �e Seattle Times • Fox 13 Seattle

April 17, 2024

No body cam footage

Unknown

An unidenti�ed male, armed with a gun, killed in Pueblo, Colo.

Departments involved: Pueblo Police Department (Colo.)

Sources: KKTV • KOAA

April 17, 2024

No body cam footage

Unknown

An unidenti�ed male, armed with a gun, killed in a house in Cabin Creek, W.Va.

Departments involved: Kanawha County Sheri�’s O�ce (W.Va.)

Sources: WV Metro News • WSAZ 3
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https://www.wsaz.com/2024/04/17/one-dead-after-altercation/


�e Washington Post’s database contains records of every fatal shooting in the United

States by a police o�cer in the line of duty since Jan. 1, 2015.

In 2015, �e Post began tracking more than a dozen details about each killing — including

the race of the deceased, the circumstances of the shooting, whether the person was

armed and whether the person was experiencing a mental health crisis — by culling local

news reports, law enforcement websites and social media, and by monitoring independent

databases such as Killed by Police and Fatal Encounters. �e Post conducted additional

reporting in many cases.

�e Post supplemented this database in 2022 by publishing police agency names and

appending each agency’s unique federal identifying code. �is work involved some manual

cleanup. Agencies with multiple o�ces — such as state police departments and federal

law enforcement agencies — were o�en combined into one code for ease of comparison

against other full departments.

�e Post is documenting only those shootings in which a police o�cer in the line of duty,

shoots and kills a civilian — the circumstances that most closely parallel the 2014 killing of

Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo., which began the protest movement culminating in Black

Lives Matter and an increased focus on police accountability nationwide. �e Post is not

tracking deaths of people in police custody, fatal shootings by o�-duty o�cers or non-

shooting deaths.

�e FBI and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention log fatal shootings by police,

but o�cials acknowledge that their data is incomplete. Since 2015, �e Post has

documented more than twice as many fatal shootings by police as recorded on average

annually by these agencies.

�e Post’s database is updated regularly as fatal shootings are reported and as facts

emerge about individual cases. �e Post seeks to make the database as comprehensive as

possible. To provide information about fatal police shootings since Jan. 1, 2015, send us

an email at policeshootingsfeedback@washpost.com.

�ere may be a lag between the date of the shooting and its inclusion in the database

because of delays in reporting and data veri�cation.

For a full data dictionary and methodology on the data collection, see here.

Originally published May 30, 2015. Re-released with department data on Dec. 5, 2022.
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