
The Superior Court of Orange
County’s recent outreach to

a class of kindergarten students
not only garnered goodwill in
the community but earned praise
in the media as well. 

An article that appeared in
the May 15 issue of the San
Francisco Daily Journal, titled
“Both Court and Class Recess,”
describes how 19 kindergarten
students from Rancho Cañada
Elementary School in Lake For-
est received a crash course in
courtroom dynamics, courtesy
of the Superior Court of Orange
County. The children also got to
see firsthand why their much-
loved teacher had been absent
from class while serving as a ju-
ror in a trial estimated to last six
months.

The story explains that the
students were very upset when
their teacher, Toni Grotsky, be-
gan serving on a jury in March.
So they launched a campaign to
write letters begging the court to
let their teacher come back to
school. Parents drafted the let-

ters and mailed them along with
photos of grinning kindergart-
ners. Although Judge Francisco
Firmat denied the children’s re-
quest, he put the trial on hold for
an hour one day to let them and
their parents visit with Ms. Grot-
sky in the courtroom. He also
invited the group into his cham-
bers and emphasized to them
the importance of their teacher’s
civic duty.

Other court-related pro-
grams that have received media
attention in recent months:

Child Care in San Ma-
teo County A story titled
“Courthouse Offers Childcare
for Visitors” describes the chil-
dren’s waiting room at the Su-
perior Court of San Mateo
County’s Hall of Justice.

Enquirer Bulletin (Belmont),
April 5, 2000

Juror Appreciation in
San Joaquin County Dur-
ing Juror Appreciation Week,
Stockton’s daily newspaper pub-
lished “Employers Are Appreci-
ated, Too,” an article written by

Superior Court of San Joaquin
County Judge William J. Murray,
Jr., and Jury Assembly Room Su-
pervisor Helen Varela to recog-
nize and thank jurors and their
employers.

The Record (Stockton), May
13, 2000

CASAs in the South
Bay A story titled “Advocates
Ensure a Kid’s Day in Court Isn’t
a Nightmare” details the benefi-
cial work of Court Appointed
Special Advocates (CASAs) in San
Mateo and Santa Clara Counties.

San Jose Mercury News,
May 24, 2000 ■

Court Takes Time-
Out for Teacher
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Women of Color in the Courts
The emerging role of women of color as leaders and man-
agers in California courts was the focus of a two-day con-
ference held in conjunction with the California Continuing
Judicial Studies Program in May. The statewide conference,
titled “The New Millennium: Women of Color as Court
Leaders and Managers,” was presented by the Judicial
Council’s Access and Fairness Advisory Committee in associ-
ation with the California Center for Judicial Education and
Research. It offered a unique opportunity for women of
color and other interested individuals to come together to
discuss this issue and explore what they can do to facilitate
change.

More than 80 individuals attended the conference, in-
cluding judges, court administrators, court managers and
staff, Administrative Office of the Courts staff, and law
school representatives. The participants explored how to
identify, as well as how to develop strategies for respond-
ing to, the stereotypes, prejudices, and discrimination that
affect women of color. They examined approaches for the
recruitment, selection, promotion, and retention of women
of color. In addition, the conference addressed the impacts
of institutional racism and sexism on women of color.

Based on the success of the conference and on positive
feedback from attendees, the Women of Color Subcommit-
tee of the Access and Fairness Advisory Committee is ex-
ploring the possibility of conducting a national conference
within the next two years. At a minimum, if the national
conference does not materialize, the subcommittee will
hold another conference in northern California. 

The subcommittee is
drafting a report of the May
conference that will be
posted on the advisory com-
mittee home page at www
.courtinfo.ca.gov /programs
/access/. It is also examining
ways, such as an electronic
bulletin board, for confer-
ence participants and other
interested parties from the
courts and the public to
keep in contact.

● For more information,
contact Clifford Alumno,
415-865-7683; e-mail: clifford
.alumno@jud.ca.gov.

Yolo County Celebrates Law Day 2000

California Deputy Attorney General Gordon “Sam” Overton was one of five fea-
tured panelists at a program focused on “diversity in the workplace” at a Law
Day 2000 celebration in Yolo County. Other panelists at the May 1 event in-

cluded Tommie Goss, Human Resources and Development Manager of the Distribu-
tion Center in Woodland, California; Margie Costa, Best Practices Manager of Valley
Media in Woodland, California; Professor Martha West of the Martin Luther King,
Jr., School of Law, University of California at Davis; and attorney Larry Hoppin, Vice-
President of the Yolo County Bar Association. The panel addressed law school
alumni, members of the local bar, and city and county officials.

Mr. Overton is one of the authors of rule 989.3 of the California Rules of Court,
which establishes procedures for providing accommodations in the courts for per-
sons with disabilities. He was appointed to the Judicial Council’s Access and Fairness
Advisory Committee in 1994 and is the chair of its Subcommittee on Persons With

Disabilities and the
vice-chair of its Sub-
committee on Sexual
Orientation. Mr. Over-
ton expressed that it
is essential for Califor-
nia courthouses to be
sensitive to the needs
of the physically
challenged. He also
stressed the impor-
tance of ensuring
equal access to the
judicial system.

The program, held
at the Martin Luther
King, Jr., School of
Law at the University
of California at Davis,
was sponsored by 
the law school, the
Superior Court of
Yolo County, and 
the Yolo County Bar
Association.

Yolo County Law Day 2000 panelists (clockwise from left rear): Tom-
mie Goss, Human Resources and Development Manager of the Dis-
tribution Center; Margie Costa, Best Practices Manager of Valley
Media; Professor Martha West, University of California at Davis Law
School; attorney Larry Hoppin, Vice-President of the Yolo County Bar
Association and Law Day chair; Professor Richard Wydick, University
of California at Davis Law School; and Deputy Attorney General Sam
Overton. Photo: Courtesy of the Superior Court of Yolo County 

Juror Toni Grotsky’s kindergarten class visited Judge Firmat’s cham-
bers, where he explained to them the importance of jury duty and
assured them that their teacher would return soon. Photo: Hugh
Williams, Copyright 2000 Daily Journal Corp.; reprinted with per-
mission
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Luncheon speaker Senator
Martha Escutia addresses the
challenges facing women of
color.


