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Chief Justice Cantil-Sakauye Names 

Four Members to Judicial Council 
 

San Francisco—Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye today announced the 
appointment of three new members to the Judicial Council of California, 
the administrative policymaking body of state courts, and the 
reappointment of an advisory member as a voting member. 
 
The new appointees are Justice Judith Meisels Ashmann-Gerst, of the 
Court of Appeal, Second Appellate District; Judge David De Alba, of the 
Superior Court of Sacramento County; and Mr. David H. Yamasaki, Court 
Executive Officer of the Superior Court of Santa Clara County.  
San Francisco Superior Court Judge Teri L. Jackson, a nonvoting, 
advisory member, was appointed as a voting member. 
 
Justice Ashmann-Gerst will succeed Justice Richard F. Huffman, a 
longtime Judicial Council member, effective July 1, 2011. Judge De Alba, 
Judge Jackson, and Mr. Yamasaki will begin their council terms on 
September 14, 2011. 
 
Chaired by Chief Justice Cantil-Sakauye, the Judicial Council consists of 
14 judicial members appointed by the Chief Justice, 4 attorney members 
appointed by the State Bar Board of Governors, 1 member from each 
house of the Legislature, and 11 advisory members. The Administrative 
Director of the Courts serves as secretary to the council. 
 
Short biographies of the new members and details on their terms of office 
follow: 
 
Justice Judith Meisels Ashmann-Gerst, Court of Appeal, Second 
Appellate District, Division Two, was appointed to the appellate bench in 
2001. She served on the Los Angeles Municipal Court (1981–1986) and 
was elected to the Superior Court of Los Angeles County in 1986 and 
reelected in 1992 and 1998. During her years on the bench, Justice 
Ashmann-Gerst has served in various administrative roles and has been 
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actively involved in the operation of the courts. From the beginning of her tenure, she has 
been involved in judicial education, ethics and technology. Before her judicial career, she 
was the Executive Assistant U.S. attorney for the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Central 
District of California (1979–1981), special counsel to the City Attorney of Los Angeles 
(1976–1979), and a deputy attorney general for the California Department of Justice, 
handling the constitutional rights and consumer protection units (1972–1976). 
 
Justice Ashmann-Gerst is a member of the council’s Court Technology Advisory 
Committee (2008–present), chairs the Appellate E-Filing Working Group, and is a former 
chair of the Judicial Education Technology Committee (2001–2004). She also serves on 
the Supreme Court Committee on Judicial Ethics Opinions (2010– present) and is a past 
member of the council’s Science and Law Steering Committee (2005–2007). Justice 
Ashmann-Gerst has served as a faculty member at the California Judicial College and many 
other educational programs for judges. She will complete the term of Justice Richard D. 
Huffman who has resigned from the council effective June 30, 2011. Her term expires 
September 14, 2012. 
 
Judge David De Alba, Superior Court of Sacramento County, was appointed to the bench in 
2001. Before joining the bench, he served for 22 years in the California Department of 
Justice. As deputy attorney general and then special assistant attorney general, he 
specialized in criminal appeals, tort-related complex litigation, and law enforcement policy. 
During that time, he also served on assignment as an acting deputy district attorney in 
Sacramento County. He has 13 years of teaching experience as a college instructor and 
adjunct professor of law. 
 
Judge De Alba has served on the council’s Criminal Law Advisory Committee (2001–2008) 
and Criminal Law Education Committee (2003–2006). He was a member of the special 
team of assigned judges that helped reduce the criminal case backlog in Riverside County 
(2007–2008). His appointment to the council is for a two-year term as a non-voting, 
advisory member. His term expires September 14, 2013. 
 
Judge Teri L. Jackson, Superior Court of San Francisco County, is currently an advisory 
member of the Judicial Council.  She has served on the bench since 2002, hearing criminal 
cases and deciding preliminary hearings. She was recently assigned to civil trials and sits on 
the court’s Appellate Division. Before her appointment to the bench, she worked for a San 
Francisco law firm, specializing in complex litigation, employee defense, real estate, trade 
secrets, and white-collar defense trials before state and federal courts (1997–2002). She was 
a prosecutor for more than 15 years, first in the San Mateo County District Attorney’s 
Office (1981–1984) and later in the San Francisco District Attorney’s Office (1984–1997). 
As assistant district attorney in San Francisco, she managed homicide, domestic violence, 
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and misdemeanor trials. Since 2006, Judge Jackson has served as an adjunct law professor at 
Hastings College of the Law, providing instruction on trial advocacy.  
 
As a council advisory member, Judge Jackson currently sits on the Judicial Council’s 
internal Rules and Projects Committee, which oversees the development of rules of court for 
the judicial branch and the new internal committee that oversees the California Court Case 
Management System (CCMS). She also serves on the council’s Criminal Law Advisory 
Committee (2010–present). She was a member of the council’s Advisory Committee on 
Criminal Jury Instructions (2009–2010) and the special team of assigned judges that helped 
reduces the criminal case backlog in Riverside County (2007–2008). Judge Jackson’s 
appointment to the council is for a three-year term as a voting member. Her term will expire 
on September 14, 2014. 
 
Mr. David H. Yamasaki, Court Executive Officer, Superior Court of Santa Clara County, 
was appointed in 2008. Before joining the Santa Clara court, he was Assistant Executive 
Officer of the Superior Court of San Diego County, Central Division, where he was 
responsible for the administration of the criminal, civil, family law, traffic, probate, and 
juvenile departments and the court’s administration of court reporters and court interpreters. 
He had previously served the court as coordinator and then director of criminal operations 
(1992–1993). He began his career with the Superior Court of San Diego County as 
administrative operations manager responsible for finance and personnel administration 
(1988). His previous positions include senior administrative assistant for the Court Services 
Division of the Los Angeles Municipal Court, and legal research assistant and deputy clerk 
for the San Diego Municipal Court.  
 
Mr. Yamasaki is a member of the council’s Court Executives Advisory Committee (2008–
present) and the Governing Committee of the Center for Judicial Education and Research. 
He is also a current member of the Court Interpreters Advisory Panel and the CCMS 
Executive Committee, one of four new committees named by the Administrative Office of 
the Courts earlier this year as part of the new governance structure for CCMS.  Mr. 
Yamasaki’s appointment to the council is for a three-year term as a non-voting advisory 
member. His term expires September 14, 2014.  
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The Judicial Council is the policymaking body of the California courts, the largest court system in the 
nation.  Under the leadership of the Chief Justice and in accordance with the California Constitution, the 
council is responsible for ensuring the consistent, independent, impartial, and accessible administration of 
justice.  The Administrative Office of the Courts carries out the official actions of the council and promotes 
leadership and excellence in court administration.  


