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Executive Summary 
The 2012 public safety budget trailer bill (Sen. Bill 1021; Stats. 2012, ch. 41) created a new $30 
fee to be assessed against litigants for court reporter services in civil proceedings lasting less 
than one hour. The statute did not provide clear guidance, however, on how to implement this 
fee. The Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee (PCLC) and the Joint Legislation Working 
Group of the Trial Court Presiding Judges and Court Executives Advisory Committees (JLWG) 
therefore recommend addressing the lack of specificity and resulting confusion to better enable 
courts to collect revenue from this new source. This proposal will streamline procedures and 
create sufficient flexibility and guidance for the courts and for litigants on how this new fee will 
be assessed. 

Recommendation 
The Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee and the Joint Legislation Working Group of the 
Trial Court Presiding Judges and Court Executives Advisory Committees recommend that the 
Judicial Council sponsor legislation to amend Government Code section 68086 to provide 
necessary cleanup to the newly enacted $30 court reporter fee to: 
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1. Clarify that the fee is for proceedings lasting one hour or less; 
2. Clarify that the moving party is responsible for the fee; 
3. Authorize the court to collect the fee at the time the party files the papers that result in the 

scheduled hearing; 
4. Specify that the fee is refundable only if the court fails to provide a court reporter at the 

scheduled hearing (if the parties take the matter off calendar, the fee does not get refunded); 
and 

5. Provide that the funds shall be deposited in the Trial Court Trust Fund and then returned to 
the court in which the funds were collected. 

Previous Council Action 
In August 2012, PCLC, on behalf of the council, voted to support a proposal to amend 
Government Code section 68086 to provide necessary cleanup to the newly enacted $30 court 
reporter fee. At that time, it was proposed to be amended into Assembly Bill 2076 (Ma). 

Rationale for Recommendation 
This proposal makes necessary amendments to a fee enacted in the budget trailer bill (Sen. Bill 
1021;  Stats. 2012, ch. 41) for court reporter services in civil proceedings lasting less than one 
hour. Specifically, the proposal (1) clarifies that the fee is for proceedings lasting one hour or 
less, (2) clarifies that the moving party is responsible for the fee, (3) authorizes the court to 
collect the fee at the time the party files the papers that result in the scheduled hearing, and 
(4) specifies that the fee is refundable only if the court fails to provide a court reporter at the 
scheduled hearing (if the parties take the matter off calendar, the fee does not get refunded). At 
the October 17, 2012, meeting of the Trial Court Budget Working Group, during the discussion 
of the allocation of this fee, a presiding judge member inquired about the status of efforts to 
clean up this language. The JLWG met on November 1, 2012, to discuss council sponsorship of 
the proposal and strongly recommended that the council sponsor it. 
 
When the council supported this proposal as part of AB 2076, the language specified that the fee 
would be retained in the court that collected the fee. At the October 26, 2012, council meeting, 
the council deferred action on a recommendation from the Trial Court Budget Working Group 
that the fee, which is transmitted to the Trial Court Trust Fund, be allocated dollar for dollar back 
to the courts that collected the revenue in lieu of pro rata distribution. The decision to defer 
action on this and certain other recommendations of the budget working group was in response 
to a request for such deferral from the Department of Finance. PCLC recommends that the 
language specify that the fee is to be deposited into the Trial Court Trust Fund, to be allocated 
back to the trial courts dollar for dollar. Should the council take an alternate position on this in 
the future with regard to the recommendation of the Trial Court Budget Working Group, the 
legislative proposal will be changed to be consistent with that position. 
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Comments, Alternatives Considered, and Policy Implications 
In July 2012, AOC staff developed a “Frequently Asked Questions” document, posted on 
Serranus, relating to implementation of SB 1021. The FAQ included 12 questions and answers 
with regard to the new $30 court reporter fee. The proposed legislation is consistent with the 
FAQ and, thus, if enacted, would not require courts to adopt practices inconsistent with the 
guidance previously provided. This proposal is intended to provide the courts with sufficient 
flexibility and with procedures that improve the ease and likelihood of collection of revenue 
from this new source. 

Implementation Requirements, Costs, and Operational Impacts 
None 

Relevant Strategic Plan Goals and Operational Plan Objectives 
This proposal supports Goal I of the Strategic Plan—Access, Fairness, and Diversity—by 
striving to ensure that court procedures are consistent, fair, and understandable. 

Attachments 
1. Text of proposed amendment to Government Code section 68086, at page 4 
2. Attachment A: Frequently Asked Questions 
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Government Code section 68086 would be amended as follows: 
 
(a) The following provisions apply in superior court: 1 
(1) In addition to any other fee required in civil actions or cases: 2 
(A) For each proceeding lasting less than one an hour or less, a fee of thirty dollars ($30) shall be 3 
charged for the reasonable to offset the costs cost of the services of an official court reporter 4 
reporters in civil proceedings pursuant to Section 269 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 5 
(i) Each party that files papers that require the scheduling of a proceeding described in 6 
subparagraph (A) shall pay the fee, regardless of whether the party requests the presence of a 7 
court reporter. The fee shall be paid for each separate proceeding, regardless of whether the 8 
proceedings are scheduled at the same time on the same calendar. For case management 9 
conferences, mandatory settlement conferences, and other proceedings initiated by the court, the 10 
fee shall be paid by the party requesting a court reporter. 11 
(ii) The court shall require the fee to be paid at the time the party files its papers or no later than 12 
the conclusion of the court session on the day of the proceeding. The fee shall be nonrefundable 13 
unless, due to unforeseen circumstances, the court is unable to provide a court reporter at the 14 
scheduled proceeding. 15 
(iii) The fees shall be deposited into the Trial Court Trust Fund and distributed back to the courts 16 
in which the fee was collected. 17 
(B) For each proceeding lasting more than one hour, a fee equal to the actual cost of providing 18 
that service shall be charged per one-half day of services to the parties, on a pro rata basis, for 19 
the services of an official court reporter on the first and each succeeding judicial day those 20 
services are provided pursuant to Section 269 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 21 
(2)–(5) * * * 22 
(b) The fees collected pursuant to this section shall be used only to pay the cost for services of an 23 
official court reporter in civil proceedings.  24 
(c) It is the intent of the Legislature to continue an incentive to courts to use the services of an 25 
official court reporter in civil proceedings. 26 
(c) (d) The Judicial Council shall report on or before February 1 of each year to the Joint 27 
Legislative Budget Committee on the fees collected by courts pursuant to this section and 28 
Section 68086.1 and on the total amount spent for services of official court reporters in civil 29 
proceedings statewide in the prior fiscal year. 30 
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