Special Laws For Children

Sometimes children do things that would be OK for an adult to do but ﬂ; - <5
not for a child. Although an adult may drive a car, stay out all night, L =
and drink, a child may not. A child may not drive until age 16, may e/
not stay out past curfew o
until age 18, and may not . [

drink alcohol until age 21.

Ifyouareachildandyou —— =+ . 4~ N
do these things, they are y (1] o [
called status offenses. | A o

That means you are {

breaking the law just ! & _ |
because of your age. : W i

Children do things that y | o e o |
are status offenses for b1 il
many reasons. For 1 Nt
example, some children e
have problems that never seem to go away. e~
These children feel sad, alone, and angry. They
may feel so angry and alone that they always
disobey their parents, never go to school, or even run away from home. But
because of their age it is against the law for children to do these things.
Children can get help with these feelings. They can see a school counselor, a
person at their church, synagogue, or mosque, or any adult they trust to talk to
about their feelings.

Usually status offenders are allowed to go home, but if you are detained you
can call a lawyer, your parents, or someone else to help you.
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Circle these words when you find them:
ALCOHOL DISOBEY PARENTS POLICE SPEEDING
ASSAULT DUI (driving under ~ PROBATION OFFICER ~ STATUS OFFENSE
BUI (bicycling under influence) PROBLEMS TEACHER
influence) GRAFFITI RESTITUTION TRUANCY
COUNSELING JUDGE SKIP SCHOOL URINE TEST

COURT JUVENILE HALL SMOKING

CURFEW LAWYER

Answers on page 39.
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The words may be
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